Delivering Up-to-Date Information to America’s Car Clubs and Enthusiasts
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PROMOTING LEGISLATIVE SOIUTIONS
FOR THE AUTO HOBEY

LEGISLATIVE
QUICK HITS

New Hampshire Custom Vehicles: In
January, the New Hampshire House
Transportation Committee
ered legislation to incorporate the cus-
tom-vehicle portion of SEMA-model
legislation into the state’s vehicle

consid-

code. Sponsored by State Automotive
Enthusiast Leadership Caucus member
Michael Reuschel, the bill would create
a specific registration class for custom
vehicles defined as “at least 25 years
old and of a model year after 1948, or
manufactured to resemble a vehicle 25
or more years old and of a model year
after 1948.” The certificate of title of
a custom vehicle would list the model
year that the body of the vehicle resem-
bles. In addition, customs and repli-
cas would be exempted from a range
of standard-equipment requirements
(only that equipment required in the
model year that the vehicle resembles).

Virginia Antique Vehicles: A bill has
been introduced in Virginia to delete
the requirement that antique vehicle-

safety certifications be formally nota-
rized. In a law signed last year, Virginia
antique-vehicle owners must certify
that these vehicles meet safety-equip-
ment requirements for the model year
in which they were manufactured and
are capable of being safely operated on
the state’s highways.

Continued on page 2 P>
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SEMA Instrumental in Delivering
Pro-Hobbyist EPA Autobody

Paint Rule

New Regulation Protects Hobbyists and the Environment

fter incorporating several recom-
Amendations from SEMA, including

an exemption for hobbyists who paint
their own vehicles, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) released a final rule
to regulate paint-stripping, surface-coating
and autobody-refinishing operations. The
new regulation targets hazardous air pollut-
ants (HAPs) that the agency believes may
cause cancer or other health disorders.

“As this proposal was deliberated over
the last two years, there was significant
concerns that the regulation would have a
drastic impact on the ability of individual
hobbyists to purchase and use these types of
paint,” said SAN Director Jason Tolleson.
“Through discussions with the EPA, SEMA
was able to convince regulators that a rule

could be produced that would develop ‘best  While the new EPA rule exempts hobbyists who do not paint
practices’ for business operations while more than two vehicles per year, the regulation establishes

exempting hobbyists who infrequently
paint their personal vehicles.”

best practices for businesses that have paint operations.

As a result, the regulation does not apply to paint stripping and surface coating performed

by individuals as part of a hobby or for maintenance of their personal vehicles—so long as

those activities do not exceed two motor vehicles (or the equivalent in pieces) per year. Addition-

SEMA was able to convince
regulators that a rule could
be produced that would develop
“best practices” for business
operations while exempting

hobbyists who infrequently paint

their personal vehicles.
—Jason Tolleson, SAN Director

ally, the rule does not apply to painting done
with an airbrush or hand-held, non-refillable
aerosol cans.

The EPA rule establishes best practices
(spray booth, spray gun cleaning, etc.) for
minimizing HAP emissions during com-
mercial surface-coating operations. All shops
are effectively required to have a filtered
spray booth or prep station and use high-
volume low-pressure (HVLP) or equivalent
spray equipment. Spray guns are required
to be cleaned manually or with an enclosed
spray-gun washer. The EPA believes many
shops have already implemented these best
practices.

Under the new rule, owners and operators are required to provide training for their painters on

how to properly spray surface coatings and clean equipment. The EPA has established minimum

criteria required for in-house training, and painters would be required to complete refresher train-

ing and be re-certified every five years.

Existing operations have up to three years to purchase equipment and complete the initial

Continued on page 3 | 4



CAUCUS CORNER

ach month Driving Force will feature members of the State
Automotive Enthusiast Leadership Caucus. The SEMA-
supported caucus is a bipartisan group of state lawmakers whose
common thread is a love and appreciation for automobiles.
Here are its newest members:

WASHINGTON

MICHIGAN SOUTH DAKOTA
Representative Senator Senator
David Agema Jim Hundstad Mike Carrell

* For a full list of Caucus members, visit
www.semasan.com.

STATE AUTOMOTIVE ENTHUSIAST
Liapersir Cavcus

| Hey, That’s
My Car!

Junk to Jewel
1937 Ford Coupe

Owner: Terry Kemp
Bay City, Michigan

should look familiar to the loyal readers of Driving Force. In

the past it has been used for articles focusing on inoperable
vehicle legislation. Well now I am excited to show off what five
hard years of restoration has given me.

My journey began when I found the vehicle at a neighbor’s yard
sale. I have always loved older cars and wanted one of my own, so
when I saw it, I decided it was finally my time.

While it wasn't the prettiest car around, I saw its potential. With
the help of a couple of friends, I installed a 305 small-block and a
350 transmission. We also completed many projects to help bring
out the true beauty of my hot rod. Some days I wondered if it was

The photo of my pre-restoration rusty 37 Ford Coupe hot rod

going to be completed. However, each day that I am able to take it
out for a drive reminds me that it was well worth the wait.

Along with spending many summer days cruising, now that I am
retired, I enjoy showing off what I like to call my “junk to jewel”
at car shows.

LEGISLATIVE QUICK HITS

<« Continued from page 1

Wyoming Street Rods/Custom Vehicles: SEMA-model legisla-
tion to create a vehicle registration classification for street rods
and custom vehicles and provide for special license plates for
these vehicles was reintroduced in the Wyoming Legislature. This
is the same bill that was approved by the full Wyoming House of
Representatives and the Senate Transportation Committee in
2007. Due to time restrictions, the bill was not considered by the
full Senate. Sponsored by State Automotive Enthusiast Leadership
Caucus members Stan Blake and Pat Childers, the bill defines
a street rod as an altered vehicle manufactured before 1949 and a
custom as an altered vehicle at least 25 years old and manufac-
tured after 1948. Under the measure, kit cars and replica vehicles
will be assigned a certificate of title bearing the same model-year
designation as the production vehicle they most closely resemble.
A hearing date has not yet been scheduled.

Attention Car Clubs, Event Organizers and

Enthusiasts: Put SAN on Your Mailing List!

Wed like to know what’s going on with SEMA Action Network
clubs and enthusiasts across the country; what charity events you're
involved in; when and where the rod runs, car shows, trail rides,
rallies and tech meetings are held; and what legislative and regula-
tory issues concern club members and individual enthusiasts.

One of the best ways to keep us abreast of what’s going on and
what’s important to the vehicle hobbies nationwide is for us to
receive your club newsletters and updates. Please consider placing
SEMA on your mailing list.

You can send correspondence to Attn: Jason Tolleson, SEMA,
1317 F St. NW, Ste. 500, Washington, DC 20004-1105 or by

e-mail at jasont@sema.org.
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Off-Road News

New Proposal Seeks to Add
375 Miles of OHV Trails to
Plumas National Forest

he Plumas National Forest (PNF) will prepare an Environmen-

tal Impact Statement associated with its Off-Highway Vehicle
(OHV) route designation project which designates authorized
motorized trails and riding areas within the forest. Established
in 1905, the Plumas National Forest occupies 1,146,000 acres in
California’s northern Sierra Nevada Mountains.

This project is part of a nation-wide U.S. Forest Service process to
authorize OHYV use on those existing trails, roads and areas, which will
provide for a variety of recreational experiences within the national
forest system. Over the past few decades, the availability and capa-
bility of motor
vehicles,  par-
ticularly OHVs
and SUVs has
increased.

Nationally,
the number of
OHYV users has
increased seven-
fold in the past
30 years, from
approximately
5 million in
1972 to 36 million in 2000. California is experiencing the highest
level of OHV use of any state in the nation. There were 786,914
ATVs and OHV motorcycles registered in 2004, up 330% since
1980. Annual sales of ATVs and OHV motorcycles in California
were the highest in the United States for the last 5 years. Four-
wheel-drive vehicle sales in California also increased by 1,500% to
3,046,866 from 1989 to 2002.

In addition to the existing 102 miles of motorized system trails
that exist in the PNE, the draft proposal includes 375 miles of addi-
tional motorized trails—many of which were previously unauthor-
ized, user-created trails. The proposal also includes the addition of a
36-acre open riding area and adds three existing routes to the motor-

ized trails system in previously vehicle-restricted locations.

“The efforts by Forest Service officials in the OHV route designa-
tion process for PNF serves as a model for increased collaboration
between the various stakeholders in determining sustainable OHV
activity within the forest,” said SAN director Jason Tolleson. “While
understanding the significant budgetary issues surrounding the
route-designation process, other regions should look to Plumas as it
factored in existing trails, appropriate user-created routes and open
riding areas in its OHV plan.”

Following a decision on this proposal, a map will be produced
identifying all roads, trails and open areas that are designated for
motor-vehicle use. The map will also specify the classes of vehicles
for which use is designated.

Maps and tables describing in detail both the PNF transportation
system and the proposed action can found at: heep://www.fs.fed.us/
r5/plumas/projects_and_plans/ohv_route_designation/.

Submit comments regarding the proposal by March 3, 2008.

Help Spread the Word!

Does your club host an annual

car show? Do you want to help get
others involved in working to pro-
tect this hobby? If you answered
“yes” to both of these questions,
then you can help by letting your
fellow enthusiasts know about the
SEMA Action Network (SAN)
and include information about
SAN in your show goodie bags.

The SAN has produced a bro-
chure which provides valuable
information on some of the ongo-
ing opportunities and threats that
the auto hobby faces. The bro-
chure also highlights the impor-
tance of developing an ongoing
positive relationship with your
state and local officials.

It’s quite simple. The more
people that get their hands on this
information and the more people that actively participate, the
more successful we will be in protecting this hobby.

For more information, or to request brochures for your club’s
upcoming show, please contact Jason Tolleson at jasont@sema.org
or by phone at 202/783-6007, ext. 39.

Please contact the SAN at least six weeks prior to the show to
ensure timely delivery of the brochures.

SEMA Instrumental in Delivering Pro-Hobbyist
EPA Autobody Paint Rule

«{ Continued from page 1

training of employees. As recommended by SEMA, the EPA will rely
on self-certification for training programs. Nevertheless, companies
subject to the rule must send the EPA a one-time notification form
stating that they are in compliance with the rule or will be within
the allotted three years. Companies will have two years to submit
the notification form, which will contain contact information and
a brief description of the operation: number of spray booths, aver-
age number of employed painters, etc. Companies will be required
to maintain in-house records verifying painter training/certification,
filter replacement, a plan to control paint-stripping chemicals, etc.

For more information about the rule, contact Jason Tolleson at

jasont@sema.org or by phone at 202/783-6007, ext. 39.

New EPA Autobody Painting Regulation:

® Exempts hobbyists who paint two cars or less per year.

® Business operations are required to have a spray booth,
proper filters and spray gun cleaners.

® EPA now requires businesses to provide initial notification to
the agency on their paint operations and requires training for
all employees involved in painting activities.

® Businesses must maintain in-house records verifying
compliance, filter replacement and plans to control
hazardous air pollutants within the facility.
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NEWLY INTRODUCED LEGISLATION

Note: The following state bills are not laws. They were recently introduced and are currently under consideration by the respective state legislatures:

ANTIQUE/CUSTOM VEHICLES

Georgia HB 931: Changes the year in which an authentic
historical Georgia license plate can be used from pre-'70 to
30 years old or older.

Nebraska LB 941: Allows historic vehicles to use a license
plate from the year in which it was manufactured. This does
not apply to specialty or personalized license plates.

New Jersey AB 1495: Changes the definition of occasional
travel for an antique vehicle to mean driving it not more than
once a week, other than exhibition and educational purposes.

West Virginia HB 2881: Would permit recreational driving but
does not allow for daily transportation.

Vermont HB 613: Permits qualifying antique vehicles to
use a license plate issued for the same year the vehicle was
manufactured.

CLEAN FUEL/HYBRID VEHICLES

Kentucky HB 214: Creates a tax credit for the installation of
a diesel-engine conversion kit that allows a vehicle to run on
vegetable oil.

Missouri SB 749: Creates tax incentives for those who pur-
chase E-85 conversion kits or qualified hybrid vehicles.

Utah HB 106: Provides a tax credit for the purchase of new
vehicles that meet air-quality and fuel-economy standards.
Exempts vehicles that use clean fuel from the special-fuel tax.

EMISSIONS/INSPECTIONS

Maine HB 1498: Changes annual vehicle inspection to
a biennial vehicle inspection.

Mississippi SB 2009: Would repeal the Motor Vehicle Safety
Inspection Law for the state of Mississippi.

Missouri HB 1486: Allows vehicles newer than six years old
to be exempted from biennial vehicle inspections after its ini-
tial inspection for registration.

Missouri HB 1564: Removes the requirement of an inspec-
tion for vehicles registered in the state of Missouri except for
vehicles used to transport children to and from school.

Missouri SB 731: Allows a used vehicle that has been reg-
istered for only one year, which is out of sync with Missouri’s
biennial registration program, to skip the vehicle’s first
renewal inspection.

New Jersey AB 1332: Exempts vehicles five years old or
less from state vehicle inspections.

Virginia SB 526: Changes annual vehicle inspection to a
biennial inspection. Raises the cost of inspection from $16
to $20.

MISCELLANEOUS

Indiana HB 1324/Kentucky SB 34/New Jersey AB 1572/
West Virginia SB 75: Requires the presence of an event data
recorder to be disclosed to an owner of a vehicle. Estab-
lishes how data can be retrieved from the recorder.

New Jersey AB 1318: Requires vehicles manufactured after
a set date to be equipped with a rear high-mounted stop
lamp.

South Carolina SB 929: Prohibits any musical or artificial
sound from being heard outside of a motor vehicle, in public
streets or around residential housing.

Tennessee SB 2597: Requires a junk dealer or scrap-metal
processor to confirm and maintain copies of vehicle titles to
verify proper ownership upon purchasing the vehicle.

REGISTRATION

Indiana SB 81: Makes changes regarding the transfer of
vehicles after a death. Provides additional time after a death
to file necessary paperwork for vehicle transfers.

Vermont SB 316: Changes the vehicle registration so that
it is based on the EPA mpg rating of the vehicle. Creates a
program to remove “clunker” vehicles from Vermont roads.

Virginia HB 52: Removes the requirement of a notarized
certificate verifying that the vehicle complies with safety
standards of the model year when applying for an antique
motor-vehicle registration.

Virginia HB 756: Allows registration fees for vehicles equipped
to accommodate those with disabilities to use the weight of
the vehicle minus the weight of the special equipment.

STREET RACING

New Jersey AB 908: Raises the fines for anyone associated
with drag racing on public streets. Also makes the offense
punishable with jail, for a minimum of 180 days up to 1 year
without parole.
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FEBRUARY 2008 SAN CLUB EVENTS

ARIZONA

February 23, Scottsdale
21st Annual All Oldsmobile Show
Sponsor: Oldsmobile Club
of Arizona
Information: http://www.azoldsclub.com/
or 480/998-1449

CALIFORNIA

February 8-10, Sacramento

Sacramento Autorama

Information: http://www.hotrodshows.
com/sac.html or
916/263-3000

CONNECTICUT

February 8-10, Hartford

The Show of Dreams

Information: www.fmautoshow.com
or 860/347-3625

FLORIDA

February 16, Ft. Myers

Edison —Ford 17th Annual Meet

Sponsor: Early Ford V8 Club

Information: 941/637-1813 or
g.mitchell@fordsrus.com

INDIANA

February 8-10, Indianapolis

48th Annual AutoRama

Information: http://www.autorama.com/
casi/indianapolis.htm or
214/890-2926

MISSOURI

February 15-17, Kansas City

48th Annual World of Wheels

Information: http://www.autorama.
com/casi/kansascity.htm
or 816/415-2170

NEW MEXICO

February 1-3, Albuquerque
2008 Super Nationals
Information: www.thesupernationals.com

FEBRUARY 2008

NORTH CAROLINA

February 1-2, Greensboro

6th Annual Shriners Drag Racing

& Hot Rod Expo

Information: www.raceworks.com or
336/697-0479

OREGON

February 15-17, Portland

Portland Rod & Custom Show

Information: http://www.hotrodshows.
com/prcs.html

PENNSYLVANIA

February 22-24, Pittsburgh

47th Annual World of Wheels

Information: http://www.autorama.com/
casi/pittsburgh.htm or
412/487-8348

TEXAS

February 15-17, Dallas

48th Annual AutoRama

Information: http://www.autorama.com/
casi/dallas.htm or
214/890-2926

February 29-March 2, Fort Worth

34th Annual Fort Worth Rod &

Custom Car Show

Information: http://www.txshowcar.
com/index.html or

972/226-1315
UTAH

February 29-March 2,

Salt Lake City

34th Annual AutoRama

Information: http://www.autorama.
com/casi/saltlake.htm or
801/774-8015

WASHINGTON

February 9-10, Puyallup

34th Annual Corvette and High

Performance Meet

Information: http://www.corvhp.com/
chpmeet-old.htm or
360/786-8844

ALBERTA, CANADA

February 22-24, Calgary

42 Annual World of Wheels

Information: http://www.autorama.
com/casi/calgary.htm
or 403/313-1260

Check Out These Early

March 2008 Events

ARIZONA

March 1, Tempe
4th Annual Catch a Wave Car Show
Sponsor: Kiwanis Nuevo
International
Information: http://kiwanisnuevo.org/
or 602/284-0137

FLORIDA

March 1, Naples
20th Annual Naples Depot
Antique Auto Show
Sponsor: Naples/Marco Island
Chapter of A.A.C.A
Information: 239/744-6993 or
239/597-4822

March 2, Homosassa

24th Manatee Car & Truck Show

Sponsor: Citrus County Cruisers

Information: http://www.citruscounty
cruisers.org/ or
352/527-0024

March 2, Sarasota
Buick and Old Car Bash
Sponsor: Gulf Coast Chapter
of BCA & Sunset Buick
Information: 727/544-4137
or 941/927-3588




CLUB SPOTLIGHT

Your Club Here!

Vice President of Government Affairs

Steve McDonald A s car clubs across the country are gearing
Director of Federal Government Affairs up for the upcoming car show season,
Stuart Gosswein we here at Driving Force want to hear about
Government and Public Affairs Manager the various community activities, charitable
Jason Tolleson events and other worthwhile programs that
Research Coordinator have the support of your club. Each month
Mark Hill in Driving Force we use this column to
Technical Consultant spotlight these activities.
Jim McFariand We include these features to not only

spotlight the clubs, but to share with oth-
ers, particularly legislators and regulators,

who read Driving Force that this hobby is
far more than a bunch of cars filling up a

Editorial Director Matthew Pearson . . . N
parking lot for a cruise night. We are active

Editor Jason Tolleson members of the community who care and
Group Operations Manager Janet Francisco Lee seek to contribute to various causes when-
Managing Editor Carr Winn ever possible.

Please send your club spotlights, photos
and other information to Jason Tolleson at
jasont@sema.org.

Senior Graphic Designer Mariciel Fuller
Production Coordinator Bonnie Sintuvat

1317 F St.,, NW, Ste. 500
Washington, D.C. 20004-1105 We have reported on car clubs from across the country

202/783-6007 who have supported a wide range of charitable causes.
From supporting local hospitals, food and toy drives, to
organizing youth participation programs, these clubs
are a true reflection of the ways in which car clubs
continue to give back to their communities.

For more legislative and regulatory information,
visit www.semasan.com
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