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Under a looming threat of prosecution faced by thousands 
of California specialty-vehicle owners, SEMA, work-
ing on behalf of California enthusiasts and in coopera-

tion with the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), Bureau 
of Automotive Repair, Air Resources Board and Attorney  
General’s office, has resolved a complex and threatening issue 
to this market segment and the industry it serves. “This break-
through procedure allows owners of certain illegally titled specially constructed vehicles (SCVs) to avoid 
a situation that could have led to confiscated cars and law enforcement action against vehicle builders 
and owners. Further, the program now permits these vehicles to demonstrate state emissions-compliance 
requirements,” said Steve McDonald, SEMA vice president of government affairs. Specially constructed 
vehicles in California include certain street rods, custom vehicles, kit cars and replicas.

Last year, a law was enacted requiring the DMV to develop and administer a vehicle registra-
tion amnesty program. The amnesty program will be in effect from January 1, 2010– 

December 31, 2010 and will apply to vehicles that were previously registered 
or classified under erroneous or illegal circumstances. 

Under the program, vehicle owners that have 
knowingly made any false state-

ment or knowingly concealed 
any material fact in any 
document filed with the 
DMV or the California 
Highway Patrol will need 
to apply for amnesty. 

The GreenRod
Project

Continued on page 2

s

SEMA and California Agencies Solve 
Titling Dilemma For Hobbyist Vehicles

GM E-ROD 
5.7L LS3

 Engine.

GreenRod retrofit kit on a small-block Chevrolet V8.

GM E-ROD engine installed in a replica ’32 Ford. 
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Examples of this 
would be failing to 
report the actual value 
of the vehicle; failure 
to pay the correct sales 
tax when the vehicle 
was first titled/regis-
tered in California; 
or incorrectly stating 
the actual age of the 
vehicle. 

The consequences 
of not applying for 
amnesty and paying 

back taxes and penalties could be severe. If an owner understated the 
value of the vehicle to the extent that the state lost more than $1,000 in 
revenue, the owner could be charged with a felony. If the amount is less 
or the owner incorrectly stated the age of the vehicle, the owner could 
be charged with a variety of misdemeanors. Recent prosecutions for 
this type of offense required owners to pay back-taxes and fees averag-
ing $4,000 per vehicle. In some cases, owners will be forced to surren-
der the title to their car. To receive amnesty from future prosecution, 
any and all back-taxes must be paid in full and the vehicle’s title must 
be factually corrected.

Recently a process was established to allow specially constructed 
vehicle owners that have been granted amnesty to avail themselves of 
emissions requirements that recognize the unique nature of these vehi-
cles. While there are still details to be concluded, SEMA has reached 
a tentative agreement with the state to provide for three methods to 
achieve compliance.

The GreenRod Project
Continued from page 1s

The owner can pay all back taxes and penalties and apply for one ■■

of 500 (per year) smog-check exemptions. Under California law, 
these 500 exemptions for specially constructed vehicles are available 
each year on a first-come, first-served basis. For vehicles with an 
exemption, a smog-test referee compares the vehicle to production 
cars of the era that the specially constructed vehicle most closely 
resembles to determine the model year. The vehicle owner can then 
choose whether the inspector will certify the vehicle model year by 
body type or by the engine model year. Only those emissions con-
trols applicable to the chosen model year are required. 
The owner can pay all back taxes and penalties and then choose to ■■

install one of sev-
eral OEM engines 
and related pow-
ertrain compo-
nents (including 
specifications for 
the construction 
of a fuel tank 
and delivery sys-
tem) that are 
intended to meet 
California emis-
sions compliance 
requirements. 
The owner can pay all back taxes and penalties and a SEMA-engi-■■

neered “retrofit kit” of parts can be installed. Major components 
in the kit include an aftermarket electronic fuel injection (EFI) 
system, an EFI controller, exhaust headers, a camshaft, mufflers 
and catalytic converters. 

While the engine SEMA used to develop the retrofit kit was consid-
ered a worst-case configuration, it still passed smog-check requirements. 

What documentation should I take to the DMV office when 
applying for amnesty?

Applying for amnesty will re-start the titling and registration pro-
cess for your specially constructed vehicle. You will need to submit 
a new DMV 343 Application for Title and Registration form. You 
will also be required to file a DMV 5063 Statement of Construction 
form, listing the origin of the vehicle’s parts and their purchase price. 
It would be helpful to have a bill of sale for the vehicle or any appro-
priate receipts for parts/labor that can be used to establish the actual 
value of the vehicle. If it is likely that your car had a fraudulent title 
and will need to pass a smog check, it is advisable to apply for one of 
the 500 smog-check exemptions granted per year by the DMV. 

How much should I expect to pay for the “retrofit” kit? How much 
should I expect to pay for the GM engine and powertrain?

The retrofit kit is a collection of emissions-related parts with spec-
ifications developed by SEMA for which a variety of aftermarket 
manufacturers will be able to supply components. On average, the 
kit should cost approximately $6,000. The labor to install the pack-
age will likely cost an additional $5,000. If you choose to use a new 
engine and powertrain package from GM, the current LS3 package 
will retail at an estimated $7,900. GM will also offer a number of 
other emissions-approved engine packages with a variety of perfor-
mance options and price levels. Estimated installation cost for the 
GM system is approximately $6,000.

Frequently Asked Questions
If I use a GM engine, how will I know if I’ve used the correct 
parts and properly installed them?

GM will include comprehensive instructions that leave little room 
for error. If you feel that you do not have the mechanical experi-
ence to install the package, there are local hot-rod shops, indepen-
dent repair facilities and dealerships capable of installing the parts. 
Even when parts are correctly installed, there are variables involved 
when attempting to meet certain compliance requirements, such as 
engine condition, other modifications and related factors that can 
affect emissions.

If I choose to retrofit my current engine, how will I know that the 
parts kit will actually enable my car to pass the smog test?

The retrofit kit that SEMA developed consists of emissions-related 
parts intended for a range of engine displacements. It was designed 
to work with engines typically used in specially constructed vehicles. 
In general, these would be carbureted V8 engines manufactured by 
GM, Ford and Chrysler. Although these parts enabled SEMA’s proj-
ect engine to meet emissions requirements, there is no guarantee 
that they will allow any engine to meet smog-check requirements, 
depending on variables that include, but are not limited to the fol-
lowing: mechanical compression ratio limits, improperly installed 
catalytic converters, excessive wear (valve guides, piston rings and 
cylinder bores), piston displacement limits and a malfunctioning 
exhaust gas recirculation (EGR) system.

A GM E-ROD LS engine installed in a replica Chevro-
let Corvette Grand Sport from Duntov Motor Co.

A GM E-ROD engine installed in a ’69 Chevrolet 
Camaro.
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Variables, such as 
engine condition, 
accumulated mile-
age, and related 
factors affecting 
emissions from 
these parts, may, in 
some cases, cause 
similar engines not 
to meet acceptable 
emissions levels. 
Nonetheless, tran-
sitioning from a 
carbureted envi-
ronment to a fuel-

injected environment while utilizing the latest controller technology 
and emissions parts upgrades available from the specialty-equipment 
industry resulted in 
dramatic and unprec-
edented reductions in 
tailpipe and evapo-
rative emissions on 
the test vehicle. The 
retrofit kit actually 
improved perfor-
mance and efficiency 
while not limiting 
power in a full accel-
eration mode, com-
pared to a carbureted 
engine. 

Is there a way I can get a pre-certification test check to see if my 
vehicle will pass the smog test?

Yes. California law allows any licensed smog-check station to 
conduct a pre-test on your vehicle to determine whether it can pass 
a loaded-mode smog test before you submit the car for inspection 
at a BAR Referee station. The average price for a pre-certification 
smog test in California is approximately $49. If your vehicle fails 
the pre-certification smog check, it may be possible to make adjust-
ments that will bring it into compliance. As with any vehicle main-
tenance, it’s best to use a mechanic you know and trust. 

What if I have questions about the technical aspects of  
this program?

SEMA and GM will be available to provide some immediate 
technical assistance for enthusiasts who apply for amnesty to help 
them navigate through the process. SEMA has begun communicat-
ing with builders of SCVs and engines, enabling them to respond 
to the most common questions from enthusiasts. Additional guid-
ance information is also available at www.sema.org/greenrod. Infor-
mation at this site includes a summary of who should participate 
in the amnesty program, retrofit kit components and specifica-
tions, a current OEM crate engine, test procedures, a photo gallery 
and background information on this project and actions SEMA 
has taken to create a path for registering improper or illegally  
titled SCVs.

Custom Vehicles, 
Custom Plates
Wyoming Delivers Designer Tags for Street Rods  
and Custom Vehicles

Working with a coalition of enthusiasts and lawmakers, last year 
the SAN achieved victory in Wyoming by enacting into law 
SEMA-model legislation to allow for the proper titling and 

registration of street rods and custom vehicles. 
The new law defines a “street rod as an altered vehicle manufactured 

before 1949 and a custom vehicle as an altered vehicle manufactured 
after 1948.” Additionally, the law provides that replica and kit cars 

will be assigned 
the same model-
year designations 
as the production 
vehicles they most 
closely resemble 
and exempts 
them from peri-
odic inspections. 
Importantly, the 
law also provides 
specific registra-
tion and license 
plates for street 
rods and cus-
tom vehicles. 
Never a state 

to do things halfway, Wyoming has 
delivered designer license plates for street rods and custom 

vehicles that are as custom as the cars themselves. Instrumental in not 
only passing the bill, but also making these custom plates a reality are 
Fred Williams, Division Director for the National Street Rod Asso-
ciation (NSRA), and 
Stan Goodwin, Presi-
dent of the Wyoming 
Street Rod Associa-
tion (WSRA). Their 
allies in the state leg-
islature who made the 
achievement possible 
are Representative Pat 
Childers, who spon-
sored the bill, and key 
supporters Represen-
tatives Stan Blake and 
Mike Gilmore. 

“It took us three years to get the legislation passed that created the 
street rod and custom plates,” said Fred Williams. “When the plates 
become available, we can display with pride the license plates on our 
vehicles and show that we drive cars that are special and different than 
your daily driver.”

The plates become available in July 2010, cost $100 for either the 
street rod plate or the custom plate and do not have to be renewed until 
2017. The only restriction with using the new plates is that the vehicle 
they are registered to cannot be used for daily transportation.

“The Department of Transpor-
tation did an outstanding job of 

designing the plates. It truly gives 
Street Rod and Custom cars 

recognition and distinction that 
we can all be proud to display.

—Stan Goodwin, President of the 
Wyoming Street Rod Association

GM catalytic converters were installed in the SO-CAL 
Speed Shop ’32 Ford roadster. Shown is the clearance for 
the clutch and brake pedal assembly.

The GM ECM included in the E-ROD package installed 
in the SO-CAL ’32 Ford roadster.
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State Legislatures Have a 
New Tracker on Their Trail
The SAN Welcomes Its New Research Manager
By Ashley Ailsworth

My name is Ashley Ailsworth, 
and I will be filling the role of 
research manager in SEMA’s 

Washington, D.C., Government Af-
fairs office, armed with a desire to help 
protect the auto hobby. My father is an 
auto enthusiast, which I discovered at a 
young age while rummaging through 
old photographs. Among the smiling 
faces of my relatives appeared an im-
age of his first car, a ’67 Chevy Camaro 
with a 350ci small-block V8—the ultimate musclecar to my eye.  
The photo ignited my imagination, lending itself to the idyllic con-
cept I had developed of the ’60s and freedom.

My personal choice in cars has been pretty unique so far. I have 
driven a Jeep that has gotten me into, and out of, many muddy situa-
tions; a Chrysler Crossfire that produced enough power through its 
V6 to be exciting for a Virginia Tech History major; and, currently, 
a Kia Sportage. Despite my automobile choices, I have vicariously 
developed a reverence for speed through my friends and family. 

I graduated from Virginia Tech in 2007, having studied abroad 
at the American University of Bulgaria in Blagoevgrad during my 
last semester. Since returning home, I have completed Georgetown 
University’s Paralegal Studies Program, earning a paralegal certifi-
cate this past summer. I have been fortunate enough to now find 
a position in which I am able to play a part in protecting personal 
freedoms and the automotive hobby at SEMA. In addition to 
researching state legislation, I hope to play a role in the production 
of Driving Force. Please feel free to contact me to introduce your-
self, ask questions or submit events to be included in our monthly 
supplement, “SAN Club Events.” I can be reached by phone at 
202/783-6007, ext. 38, and by e-mail at ashleya@sema.org.

Does your club host an annual car show? Do you want to help get others 
involved in working to protect this hobby? If you answered “yes” to both of 
these questions, then you can help by letting your fellow enthusiasts know 

about the SEMA Action Network (SAN) and include information about SAN  
in your show goodie bags.

The SAN has produced a brochure, which provides valuable information on some 
of the ongoing opportunities and threats that the auto hobby faces. The brochure also 
highlights the importance of developing an ongoing positive relationship with your 
state and local officials.

It’s quite simple. The more people that get their hands on this information and 
the more people that actively participate, the more successful we will be in protecting  
this hobby.

For more information or to request free brochures for your club’s upcoming show, 
contact Ethan Landesman at ethanl@sema.org or by phone at 202/783-6007, ext. 39. 
Please contact the SAN at least six weeks prior to the show to ensure timely delivery of 
the brochures.

Help Spread the Word!

CAUCUS CORNER

SEMA Show 2009

Every year at the SEMA Show in Las Vegas, the SAN hosts a 
dinner for legislators that are members of the State Automo-
tive Enthusiast Leadership Caucus. The dinner provides SAN 

representatives and legislators an opportunity to get together and 
discuss legislative successes and our mutual love of the auto hobby. 
We would like to thank the following legislators and legislative staff 
who gathered with us this year in Las Vegas for taking time out of 
their busy schedules.

Arizona
Representative  

Jerry Weiers

California
Assemblymember 
Tony Mendoza

Sergio Contreras,  
District Director for 
Assemblymember Mendoza

Montana
Senator  

John Brueggeman

Nevada
Assemblymember 
Mark Manendo

Nevada
Assemblymember 

Mo Denis

New York
Assemblymember 
Bill Reilich 

Michelle Marini,  
Chief of Staff  
for Assemblymember Reilich

Wyoming
Representative 

Stan Blake

Visit www.semasan.com for a complete list of caucus members.
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stay informed. 

join today.
For more inFormation: 

SEMA Action Network

1317 F Street, NW, Suite 500 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

202/783-6007, ext. 39

www.semasan.com

Sema action network

Founded in 1997, the SEMA Action Network 

(SAN) is an enthusiast- driven campaign which 

promotes hobby-friendly legislation and, when 

needed, opposes unfair or restrictive legislative 

initiatives. The SAN actively monitors legislation 

in all 50 states and Canada. SAN members 

receive updates on these issues through e-mail 

action alerts and the monthly SAN newsletter, 

Driving Force.

how you can help

Officials across the country are constantly 

working on legislation that impacts the auto 

hobby. Some of these proposals help to protect 

and preserve the hobby. Others seek to unfairly 

restrict an enthusiast’s right to personalize, 

modify and enhance their vehicles. The good 

news is YOU can make a difference by joining 

the SEMA Action Network (SAN). The SAN is a 

nationwide partnership between vehicle clubs, 

enthusiasts and members of the specialty 

automotive parts industry who have joined 

together to oppose unfair or restrictive legislative 

initiatives and promote hobby-friendly legislation.

There are no costs or fees in joining the SAN. 

Our mission is only to provide individuals 

like yourself with the legislative information 

you need to help protect the auto hobby.

“If everybody would join together with 

the SAN, then we would be able to keep 

the laws working for the hobby. After I 

get the newsletter in the mail I take it to 

my club meetings. If we don’t educate 

lawmakers, then who will?”

 —Paul and mike Wayman 

Kansas City, Missouri

legislative issues

SCrAppAgE

In recent years, state and federal officials have 

attempted to implement emissions reduction 

programs which target older vehicles.  Vehicle 

scrappage programs allow government to 

accelerate the demise of older vehicles through 

their purchase and destruction.  These programs 

focus on a vehicle’s age or fuel efficiency rating 

rather than its actual emissions or how much it 

is driven.  generally, these older cars are rarely 

driven, well-maintained and not a good or cost-

effective source of emissions reductions.  The 

SAN opposes scrappage programs that do little 

to improve air quality and hold the potential for 

enthusiasts to lose a valuable source of rare 

parts for vehicle restoration projects.

MODIFIED ExhAUST SYSTEMS

Several states prohibit the use of exhaust 

systems other than a “factory-installed muffler” 

or a “muffler meeting factory specifications.” 

Others prohibit systems that create “excessive 

or unusual noise.” While the SAN believes that 

exhaust systems should not be used in a way 

that causes overly loud or objectionable noise, 

these vague provisions fail to provide a clear 

and objective standard. To provide enthusiasts 

and law enforcement officials with a fair and 

enforceable alternative, SAN has written model 

legislation which establishes a 95-decibel 

exhaust noise limit based on a testing standard 

adopted by the Society of Automotive 

Engineers (SAE). Under this standard, a sound 

meter is placed 20 inches from the exhaust 

outlet at a 45-degree angle and the engine is 

revved to three quarters of maximum rated 

horsepower. The highest decibel reading is 

then recorded.
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Sema action network

Founded in 1997, the SEMA Action Network 
(SAN) is an enthusiast- driven campaign which 
promotes hobby-friendly legislation and, when 
needed, opposes unfair or restrictive legislative 
initiatives. The SAN actively monitors legislation 
in all 50 states and Canada. SAN members 
receive updates on these issues through e-mail 
action alerts and the monthly SAN newsletter, 
Driving Force.

how you can help
Officials across the country are constantly 
working on legislation that impacts the auto 
hobby. Some of these proposals help to protect 
and preserve the hobby. Others seek to unfairly 
restrict an enthusiast’s right to personalize, 
modify and enhance their vehicles. The good 
news is YOU can make a difference by joining 
the SEMA Action Network (SAN). The SAN is a 
nationwide partnership between vehicle clubs, 
enthusiasts and members of the specialty 
automotive parts industry who have joined 
together to oppose unfair or restrictive legislative 
initiatives and promote hobby-friendly legislation.There are no costs or fees in joining the SAN. 

Our mission is only to provide individuals 
like yourself with the legislative information 
you need to help protect the auto hobby.

“If everybody would join together with 
the SAN, then we would be able to keep 
the laws working for the hobby. After I 
get the newsletter in the mail I take it to 
my club meetings. If we don’t educate 
lawmakers, then who will?”

 —Paul and mike Wayman Kansas City, Missouri

legislative issues
SCrAppAgE
In recent years, state and federal officials have 
attempted to implement emissions reduction 
programs which target older vehicles.  Vehicle 
scrappage programs allow government to 
accelerate the demise of older vehicles through 
their purchase and destruction.  These programs 
focus on a vehicle’s age or fuel efficiency rating 
rather than its actual emissions or how much it 
is driven.  generally, these older cars are rarely 
driven, well-maintained and not a good or cost-
effective source of emissions reductions.  The 
SAN opposes scrappage programs that do little 
to improve air quality and hold the potential for 
enthusiasts to lose a valuable source of rare 
parts for vehicle restoration projects.

MODIFIED ExhAUST SYSTEMSSeveral states prohibit the use of exhaust 
systems other than a “factory-installed muffler” 
or a “muffler meeting factory specifications.” 
Others prohibit systems that create “excessive 
or unusual noise.” While the SAN believes that 
exhaust systems should not be used in a way 
that causes overly loud or objectionable noise, 
these vague provisions fail to provide a clear 
and objective standard. To provide enthusiasts 
and law enforcement officials with a fair and 
enforceable alternative, SAN has written model 
legislation which establishes a 95-decibel 
exhaust noise limit based on a testing standard 
adopted by the Society of Automotive 
Engineers (SAE). Under this standard, a sound 
meter is placed 20 inches from the exhaust 
outlet at a 45-degree angle and the engine is 
revved to three quarters of maximum rated 
horsepower. The highest decibel reading is 
then recorded.
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I found my current 
car when my wife’s 
(then girlfriend) six-

year-old sister saw it at 
a show and said “Hey, 
that looks like Dan’s 
car!” I sold my small-
block Malibu for this 
Super Sport soon after. 
I did a little work on it 
here and there and was 
planning a full frame-
off restoration on it. 

Fast-forward five 
years, my fiancée and 
I were getting married 
and I asked her if we 
could use the Chev-
elle for the wedding 
instead of a typical stretch limo. To my surprise, she said yes, and we 
embarked on a week-long search for a bodyshop to paint the car. We 
found a shop and asked if he could just throw some Bondo on it and 
paint it in two weeks, which he said they could. 

After they got the paint stripped, it turned out that it needed two new 
quarter-panels along with inner and outer wheelhouses because of rust. 
I purchased all the parts and had them delivered by next-day air. Thank-
fully, they were able to paint the car the day before we got married. We 
used the Chevelle for the wedding and, naturally, I did a burnout leaving 
the church. 

Since then, I located an original ’66 396ci big-block, had it built to 
440 hp and dropped it in. We have 
won a couple trophies and future 
plans for the car include a full inte-
rior restoration, airbag suspension 
and a disc-brake conversion.

HEY, THAT’S MY CAR!

Sister Tested, Wife Approved
1966 Chevrolet Chevelle Super Sport
Owner: Dan Rachlin
Lexington, Virginia

Have your car or truck featured in a future issue of Driving Force.
Submit your high-resolution photos online at www.semasan.com

SPOTLIGHT CANADA

Saskatchewan Postpones 
Raised-Vehicle Regulation

T	he province of Saskatchewan is postponing the adoption of a raised-  
	vehicle policy and will instead participate in the Canadian Council  
	of Motor Transport Administrators (CCMTA) Excessively Raised 

Vehicle Working Group. The CCMTA convened the working group 
with a mandate to develop a national best practice for the regulation of 
raised vehicles. In August 2009, SEMA submitted technical comments 
to a regulatory proposal issued by Saskatchewan Government Insurance 
(SGI) to regulate raised vehicles in the province. SGI operates the prov-
ince’s driver’s licensing and vehicle registration system.

SGI regulators claimed that the number of raised vehicles imported 
into and operating in Saskatchewan has increased, prompting inqui-
ries from the general public, raised-vehicle owners, off-road enthusi-
asts, vehicle-inspection stations and law enforcement with requests to 
clarify the existing regulations and standards for raised vehicles. Under 
the proposed policy, all aftermarket raised vehicles operated on Sas-
katchewan highways would be subject to a raised-vehicle inspection 
after January 1, 2011. The policy would be rolled-out in two phases to 
mitigate the impact on existing raised-vehicle owners and provide time 
to train and inform the public, inspection stations and law enforce-
ment. Regulators were considering requiring owners to carry a “Letter 
of Authorization” issued by the province in order to operate a raised 
vehicle. The letter would signify that the vehicle has passed inspection 
and would be shown to law enforcement during roadside stops to dem-
onstrate compliance with the applicable frame-height limit. 

The SAN on Capitol Hill
A New Congressional Affairs Manager Joins The Team

By Dan Sadowski

My name is Dan Sadowski and I have 
joined SEMA’s Washington, D.C., 
office as the new congressional 

affairs manager. I am responsible for ensur-
ing that the concerns of the SAN are heard 
by members of the United States House of 
Representatives and Senate. My first priority 
is to ensure that the interests of our hobby are 
protected from harmful or restrictive legisla-
tion. By meeting regularly with lawmakers 
and tracking important legislation, I am on the front lines in the effort 
to advocate for hobbyists nationwide. In addition, I am responsible  
for managing the SEMA Political Action Commitee (PAC), which is 
designed to assist federal lawmakers who are supportive of our passion. 
Before joining the SEMA Washington team, I served in the Intergov-
ernmental Affairs office at the United States Department of Labor for 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao. Prior to moving to Washington in 2007,  
I worked for New York Governor George Pataki and Lieutenant  
Governor Mary Donohue in Albany, New York. 

I am a native New Yorker and graduate of Stonehill College in North 
Easton, Massachusetts, and I remain a diehard supporter of the New 
York Yankees and New York Giants. If you have any questions, I can be 
reached at 202/783-6007, ext. 19 or dans@sema.org. 
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ARIZONA

January 2, Tucson
SAMC 1st Saturday Cruise
Sponsor: Southern Arizona  
Mustang Club (SAMC) 
Information: www.southernarizona 
mustangclub.org/events.html

January 16, Tucson
Run to the Vines III
Sponsor: Southern Arizona  
Mustang Club (SAMC) 
Information: www.southernarizona 
mustangclub.org/events.html 

January 16, Tucson
Little Anthony’s Diner Car Show
Sponsor: Southern Arizona Region  
of Contemporary Historical Vehicle 
Association (SARCHVA) 
Information: 520/296-0456

January 23, Tubac
16th Annual SCVCN Car Show
Sponsor: Santa Cruz Valley  
Car Nuts (SCVCN) 
Information: www.carnuts.org/
assets/10_carshow_info.pdf 

CALIFORNIA

January 9, Vista
23rd Annual Burger Run
Sponsor: National Street  
Rod Association (NSRA) 
Information: 760/744-3340 or  
www.burgerrun.info 

January 10, Torrance
LACCC Club Meeting
Sponsor: LA Classic Chevy Club
Information: 310/371-0168

January 15–17, Grass Valley 
Winter Fun Festival 
Sponsor: California 4 Wheel Drive 
Club (CA4WDC) 
Information: www.cal4wheel.com/store

January 23, Lodi 
Crab & Tri-Tip Feed 
Sponsor: Joaquin Jeepers 
Information: Rod, 209/529-9359; Mario, 
209/938-0135; Fred, 209/472-1069

Early FEBRUARY  
2010 EVENTS

ARIZONA

February 21, Tucson
Fords on Fourth
Sponsor: Southern Arizona 
Mustang Club (SAMC)
Information: www.southernarizona 
mustangclub.org/ 
carshowregform.html

January 29–31, Pomona 
61st Grand National Roadster Show 
Information: www.rodshows.com/
gnrs/index.html

CONNECTICUT 

January 3, Enfield
Great Little Indoor Swap Meet
Sponsor: Model A Club  
of Connecticut
Information: 860/749-6965

January 13, Hawleyville
HVR Club Meeting 
Sponsor: Housatonic Valley Region 
Antique Automobile Club of America 
Information: dcoe@snet.net

FLORIDA

January 9, Lake Worth
10th Annual Fords and Friends Meet
Sponsor: Early Ford V-8 Club
Information: Dan or Stacy,  
561/712-9252 or horizon5@bellsouth.net

January 23, Palatka 
Woody’s Cruise In
Sponsor: Azalea City Cruisers 
Information: Charlie, 386/328-4904

January 29–30, Lake Wales
21st Annual River Ranch Rod Run
Sponsor: National Street  
Rod Association (NSRA) 
Information: Rich or Linda, 954/587-5485

January 30, Palatka
McDonalds Cruise In 
Sponsor: Azalea City Cruisers
Information: Charlie, 386/328-4904

GEORGIA

January 29–31, Atlanta 
35th Annual O’Reilly Auto Parts  
World of Wheels
Information: www.worldofwheels.com 

January 23–25, Atlanta 
16th Annual Great American  
Motorcycle Show
Information: www.northatlantatrade 
center.com

January 30, Marietta 
1st Annual Heart of Georgia VCCA 
Swap Meet & Car Corral  
at J.R. Miller Park
Information: Jim, 770/992-8801

INDIANA

January 3, Indianapolis 
Super Sunday Indy Automotive  
Swap Meet & Car Sale
Sponsor: Mid-America Promotions
Information: 708/563-4300 or  
www.midamericapromotions.com

IOWA

January 8, Robins 
ACE Monthly Meeting
Sponsor: The Hawkeye Area Chapter 
of the Association of Chevrolet  
Enthusiasts (ACE) 
Information: 708/563-4300

NEW MEXICO

January 29–31, Albuquerque 
19th Annual Supernationals  
Custom Car Show
Lujan Complex, EXPO, NM
Information: 800/300-9381 or  
www.thesupernationals.com/index

Continued on page 7
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NEW YORK

January 16, East Rochester 
Year End Party
Sponsor: Genesee Valley Antique  
Car Society (GVACS) 
Information: Bill or Ellie Lesio, 
585/381-9630 

OREGON

January 7, Roseburg 
Pete’s Drive In 1st Thursday Get-together
Sponsor: Stray Angels Car Club
Information: www.strayangelscarclub.
com/joinus.html 

January 10, Roseburg 
Stray Angels Car Club meeting,  
Don’s Powder Coating
Sponsor: Stray Angels Car Club
Information: www.strayangelscarclub.
com/joinus.html 

PENNSYLVANIA

January 15–17, Allentown 
20th Annual Auto Mania
“Pennsylvania’s Largest Heated Indoor 
Swap Meet & Memorabilia Show”
Information: www.automaniashows.
com/automania/index.html  
or 717/215-0700 

W e like to know what’s 
going on with SAN 

clubs and enthusiasts 
across the country; what 
charity events you’re 
involved in; when and 
where the rod runs, car 
shows, trail rides, rallies 
and tech meetings are 
held; and what legislative 
and regulatory issues con-
cern club members and 
individual enthusiasts.

One of the best ways 
to keep us abreast of 
what’s going on and 
what’s important to the 
vehicle hobbies nation-
wide is for us to receive 
your club newsletters 
and updates. Please con-
sider placing SEMA on 
your mailing list.

You can send corre-
spondence to Attn: Ethan 
Landesman, SEMA, 1317 
F St. NW, Ste. 500, Wash-
ington, DC, 20004-1105 
or via e-mail at ethanl@
sema.org.

Delivering Up-to-Date Information to America’s Car Clubs and Enthusiasts www.semasan.com

NOVEMBER 2009

A s an auto enthusiast, 
it sometimes seems 
as if legislation cre-

ated in the state capitals 
only hurts the hobby. 
However, not every bill 
is a clunker. As the SEMA 
Action Network (SAN) has demonstrated with the success of its Street Rod/Custom Vehicle law, pro-active, positive legislation can serve to create new oppor-tunities for the growth of the auto hobby. Expanding on 

last month’s theme of building productiverelationships with your legislators, the SAN presents you with four hobby-friendly model bills to share with legislators in your state. Along with the Street Rod/Custom Vehicle bill, the SAN champions the Inoperable Vehicle, Exhaust Noise and Nitrous-Oxide Systems model bills from coast to coast. SEMA-model legislation is designed specifi cally to create reasonable and practical solutions to widespread issues aff ecting every hobbyist.

Not Every Bill Is a Clunker

Continued on page 2
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pro-active, positive legislation can serve to create new oppor-tunities for the growth of the auto hobby. Expanding on 

bills to share with legislators in your state. Along with the Street Rod/Custom Vehicle bill, the SAN champions the Inoperable Vehicle, Exhaust Noise and Nitrous-Oxide Systems model bills from coast to coast. SEMA-model legislation is designed specifi cally to create reasonable and practical solutions to widespread issues aff ecting every hobbyist.

Four Hobbyist-Friendly SEMA Model Bills

Inoperable Vehicles

Exhaust
Noise Street Rod/Custom Vehicle

Nitrous-Oxide Systems

Attention Car Clubs, Event Organizers and 
Enthusiasts: Put SAN on Your Mailing List! Duluth area, 

which includes 
five game stops 
where the par-
ticipants take 
part in car 
related con-
tests. After the 
run, the points 
are calculated 
and prizes 
awarded at the 
club dance. The 
North Shore 
Rod Run wraps 
up on Sunday with a beef and pork picnic dinner on the Chub Lake 
grounds. While not what many would consider a traditional car 
cruise, fun is had by young and old alike and people return for the 
run year after year. 

The 2010 38th Annual North Shore Rod Run is scheduled for the 
second weekend in July. For more information on the Vintage Times 
Car Club and North Shore Rod Run, visit www.duluthrodrun.com.

WASHINGTON

January 1, Tacoma
New Year’s Day Tour
Sponsor: Tacoma Model T Club
Information: Coleen Campbell,  
Secretary 253/584-3418

WISCONSIN

January 8–10, West Allis
World of Wheels Indoor Car Show 
Sponsor: Rods-N-Relics Car Club Ltd. 
Information: www.rodsnrelics.org

Participants of the North Shore Rod Run enjoying the  
Friday night wiener roast on the shore of Lake Superior.

The event drew dozens of classic vehicles of all years and brands. The Rod Run 
is one of the largest car club events in Minnesota north of Minneapolis.

Club Spotlight
Continued from page 8
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DECEMBER 2009

T
he most powerful tool in protecting our 

hobby will always be an informed and active 

enthusiast. This has been reinforced by SAN 

members from across the United States and Canada 

who continue to play an active role in support-

ing hobby-friendly legislation in state houses all 

across both countries. This yearly issue of Driving 

Force contains a snapshot of the victories forged 

this year by the SAN and its dedicated members.  
    

Protecting
Your Passion

Continued on page 2
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The SAN and Its Members Look to Continue 2009’s Successes 

in the New Decade
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Happiness Is a Rod Run

The Vintage Times Car Club of 
Duluth, Minnesota, has a long 
tradition of mixing family fun 

with their passion for street rods, 
hot rods and classic cars of all types. 
The club began on the banks of Lake 
Superior in 1968 by a small group of 
individuals from Duluth, Minnesota, 
and Superior, Wisconsin.

The club’s premier event is the 
yearly North Shore Rod Run, held 
every July. The event has been a tradi-
tion in the Duluth area since the first 
run took place in 1972. The Rod Run 
is a great family gathering and starts on 
Friday night with a bonfire and wie-
ner roast at Conner’s Point in Supe-
rior, Wisconsin. Activities for the kids 
include a sand castle competition.

The Rod Run’s Saturday activi-
ties begin with a run throughout the 

CLUB SPOTLIGHT

Continued on page 7 s

Northern Minnesota Car Club Runs Rods With the Best of Them

Rod’s lined up for display at the annual North Shore Rod Run. 

On the banks of Lake Superior, the Rod Run’s bonfire and  
wiener roast goes full steam ahead. 


