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Definitions 

Antique Vehicle. A motor vehicle twenty-five years old or older 

Classic Car. A motor vehicle fifteen years old or older but less than twenty years old which is 

primarily of value as a collector's item and not as transportation. 

Multipurpose Vehicle. A motor vehicle designed to carry not more than ten people, and 

constructed either on a truck chassis or with special features for occasional off-road operation. 

Reconstructed Vehicle. Every vehicle of a type required to be registered under this chapter 

materially altered from its original construction by the removal, addition, or substitution of 

essential parts, new or used. “Reconstructed vehicle” does not include a street rod, replica 

vehicle, or glider kit vehicle. 

Replica Vehicle. Any completed motor vehicle other than a motorcycle or motorized bicycle 

with a gross vehicle weight rating of less than ten thousand pounds consisting of a body, frame, 

and other essential parts, assembled as a reproduction of a vehicle originally manufactured by a 

generally recognized manufacturer of motor vehicles with the substitution or addition of 

essential parts to update the vehicle for purposes of safety, performance, or reliability. For 

purposes of vehicle registration, the model year of a replica vehicle shall be the same as the 

model year of the motor vehicle that it is designed to resemble. 

Specially Constructed Vehicle. Every vehicle of a type required to be registered under this 

chapter not originally constructed under a distinctive name, make, model, or type by a 

generally recognized manufacturer of vehicles and not materially altered from its original 

construction. “Specially constructed vehicle” does not include a street rod, replica vehicle, or 

glider kit vehicle. 

Street Rod. Any car or motor truck with a gross vehicle weight rating of less than ten thousand 

pounds required to be registered under this chapter, manufactured by a generally recognized 

manufacturer of motor vehicles prior to the year 1949, which may contain a body or frame not 

manufactured by the original manufacturer, or any motor vehicle designed and manufactured 

to resemble a motor vehicle manufactured prior to the year 1949. For purposes of vehicle 

registration, the model year of a street rod shall be the same as the model year of the motor 

vehicle that it is designed to resemble. 

Completed motor vehicle. A motor vehicle which does not require any additional 

manufacturing operations to perform its intended function except the addition of readily 

attachable equipment, components, or minor finishing operations. “Completed motor vehicle” 

also includes a glider kit vehicle. 



Vehicle Identification Number. The numerical and alphabetical designations affixed to a vehicle 

or a component part of a vehicle by the manufacturer or the department or affixed by, or 

caused to be affixed by, the owner pursuant to rules promulgated by the department as a 

means of identifying the vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Iowa DMV Guidance  

Reconstructed and homebuilt vehicles 

Vehicle title approval process for specially constructed, reconstructed, replica, and street rod 

vehicles 

For vehicles built by a nonrecognized manufacturer or modified beyond their original state, the 

Iowa Department of Transportation's Motor Vehicle Division's Bureau of Investigation & 

Identity Protection must inspect the vehicle for compliance with Iowa law and rules along with 

validating ownership documents. Prior to building or modifying a vehicle, review Iowa 

Administrative Rules 761 IAC 400.16 and 761 IAC 450.  

Required documents 

Retain all ownership documents for essential parts used to construct or reconstruct the vehicle 

and present those to the investigator during the inspection. Essential parts are those that are 

integral to the vehicle and removal of such parts would conceal the identity of the vehicle or 

alters its method or mode of operation. These documents may include the following: 

• Titles 

• Junking certificates 

• Bills of sale 

• Receipts 

A bill of sale or receipt should list the vehicle identification number (VIN) of the original vehicle 

for any used parts purchased for the vehicle; and the name, address, and telephone number of 

the seller. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Iowa Laws 

From Iowa Administrative Code: 

761-400.16(321) Application for certificate of title or original registration for a specially 

constructed, reconstructed, street rod or replica motor vehicle. 

400.16(1) Definitions applicable to this rule. 

a. “Ownership document for the vehicle” means the certificate of title, the manufacturer's 

certificate of origin, the junking certificate, or other evidence of ownership acceptable to the 

department. 

b. “Ownership documents for essential parts” means bills of sale for all essential parts used to 

construct or reconstruct the vehicle. Each bill of sale shall contain a description of the part, the 

manufacturer's identification number of the part, if any, and the name, address, and telephone 

number of the seller. 

400.16(2) Procedures. This subrule describes the procedures for obtaining department approval 

to title and register a specially constructed, reconstructed, street rod or replica motor vehicle. 

The procedures described are in addition to the regular procedures for titling and registering a 

vehicle. 

a. The applicant shall apply to the county treasurer for a certificate of title and registration. The 

county treasurer, upon receiving an application that indicates the vehicle is a specially 

constructed, reconstructed, street rod or replica motor vehicle, shall forward the application to 

a motor vehicle investigator of the department. 

b. The investigator shall contact the applicant and schedule a time and place for an examination 

of the vehicle and the ownership documents. The owner of the vehicle may drive or tow the 

vehicle to and from the examination location by completing an affidavit to drive on a form 

provided by the department. The form shall state that the vehicle is reasonably safe for 

operation and must be signed by the owner. The applicant, when appearing with the vehicle for 

the examination, shall submit to the investigator the ownership document for the vehicle, the 

ownership documents for essential parts, and a weigh ticket indicating the weight of the 

vehicle. However, a weigh ticket is not required for motorcycles, autocycles, trucks, truck 

tractors, road tractors or trailer-type vehicles. 

c. If the investigator determines that the vehicle complies with 761—Chapter 450, that the 

integral parts and components have been identified as to ownership, and that the application 

has been completed properly: 

(1) The investigator shall approve the application, affix to the vehicle an assigned vehicle 

identification number, and return the application and ownership documents to the applicant. 



The investigator shall authorize the county treasurer to issue a title and registration for the 

vehicle. 

(2) If the vehicle is a passenger-type motor vehicle, the department shall determine its weight 

and value. The vehicle weight shall be fixed at the next even 100 pounds above the actual 

weight of the vehicle fully equipped, as provided in Iowa Code section 321.162. The weight and 

value shall constitute the basis for determining the annual registration fee under Iowa Code 

section 321.109, except as provided in Iowa Code section 321.113. 

(3) The applicant shall then submit the ownership document for the vehicle to the county 

treasurer and continue with the regular title and registration process. 

400.16(3) Disapproval. If the department determines that the vehicle does not comply with 

761—Chapter 450, that the integral parts or components have not been identified as to 

ownership, or that the application has not been completed properly, then the department shall 

not approve the vehicle for titling and registration. 

400.16(4) Model year. The model year of a specially constructed or reconstructed motor vehicle 

is the year the vehicle is approved by the department as a specially constructed or 

reconstructed motor vehicle. 

761-400.51(321) Assigned identification numbers. 

 The department is authorized to issue to the owner an assigned vehicle identification number 

for a vehicle, an assigned component part number for a component part, and an assigned 

product identification number for a fence-line feeder, grain cart, or tank wagon. An 

identification number shall be assigned only if the department is satisfied as to the true identity 

and ownership of the vehicle, component part, fence-line feeder, grain cart or tank wagon. 

When an assigned vehicle identification number has been issued for a vehicle, the vehicle shall 

be registered and titled under that number. 

 An assigned component part number or an assigned product identification number shall be 

used only for identification purposes. 

400.51(1) Issuance of an identification number. 

 The department shall issue an assigned vehicle identification number, assigned component 

part number or assigned product identification number, as applicable, only if: 

a. The original number has been destroyed, removed or obliterated. 

b. The vehicle has had a cab, body, or frame change and the replacement cab, body, or frame is 

within the manufacturer's interchangeability parts specifications catalog and is compatible with 

the make, model, and year of the vehicle. If the replacement cab, body, or frame change is not 

within the manufacturer's interchangeability parts specifications catalog or is not compatible 



with the make, year, and model of the vehicle, the vehicle shall be considered reconstructed 

and subject to rule 761—400.16(321). 

c. The vehicle is a specially constructed, reconstructed, street rod or replica motor vehicle. See 

rule 761—400.16(321) for the requirements and procedures applicable to specially constructed, 

reconstructed, street rod or replica motor vehicles. 

400.51(2) Procedures. 

a. Request. Whenever an assigned identification number is required under subrule 400.51(1) 

and the request does not apply to a specially constructed, reconstructed, street rod or replica 

motor vehicle, the owner of the vehicle, component part, fence-line feeder, grain cart or tank 

wagon, or the person holding lawful custody, shall contact the department's bureau of 

investigation and identity protection at the address in subrule 400.6(2) and request the 

assignment of a number. 

b. Examination. A motor vehicle investigator shall contact the owner and schedule a time and 

place for examination of the vehicle, component part, fence-line feeder, grain cart or tank 

wagon and ownership documents. The owner of the vehicle may drive or tow the vehicle to and 

from the examination location by completing the affidavit to drive section on the certification 

of compliance form. The affidavit shall state that the vehicle is reasonably safe for operation 

and must be signed by the owner. 

If the vehicle has had a cab, body, or frame change, the owner shall have, for evidence of 

ownership for the replacement cab, body, or frame, a bill of sale with a description of the part, 

complete with the manufacturer's identification number, if any, and the name, address, and 

telephone number of the seller. The bill of sale, the vehicle, and the cab, body, or frame that 

has been replaced shall be made available for examination at the time and place scheduled. 

c. Assigned vehicle identification number. 

(1) The investigator upon approval of the request shall affix to the vehicle an assigned vehicle 

identification number and authorize the county treasurer to issue a title and registration for the 

vehicle. 

(2) The owner shall submit the certificate of title and the registration receipt issued for the 

vehicle to the county treasurer. If the certificate of title is in the possession of a secured party, 

the county treasurer shall notify the secured party to return the certificate of title to the county 

treasurer for the purpose of issuing a corrected title. Upon receipt of the notification, the 

secured party shall submit the certificate of title within ten days. The county treasurer, upon 

receipt of the certificate of title and the registration receipt, shall issue a corrected title and 

registration receipt listing as the vehicle identification number the assigned vehicle 

identification number. 



d. Assigned component part number. The investigator upon approval of the request shall affix 

to the component part an assigned component part number and give to the owner a 

component part form. The owner shall retain the form as a record of issuance and attachment. 

The form shall be made available on demand by any peace officer for examination. 

e. Assigned product identification number. 

 The investigator upon approval of the request shall affix an assigned product identification 

number to the fence-line feeder, grain cart or tank wagon and give to the owner an assigned 

product identification number form. The owner shall retain the form as a record of issuance 

and attachment. The form shall be made available on demand by any peace officer for 

examination. 

400.51(3) Fees. A certificate of title fee and a fee for a notation of a security interest, if 

applicable, shall be collected by the county treasurer upon issuance of a corrected certificate of 

title. A corrected certificate of title shall not be required for a name change. 

761-400.21(321) Registration of vehicles on a restricted basis. 

The department may register a vehicle which does not meet the equipment requirements of 

Iowa Code chapter 321, due to the particular use for which it is designed or intended. 

Registration may be accomplished upon payment of the appropriate fees and after inspection 

and certification by the department that the vehicle is not in an unsafe condition. 

 400.21(1) Operation of the vehicle may be restricted to a roadway to which a specific lawful 

speed limit applies, as specified in Iowa Code section 321.285, if the maximum speed of the 

vehicle is such that the operation of the vehicle would impede or block the normal and 

reasonable movement of traffic. 

 400.21(2) The department may also restrict the operation of the vehicle to daylight hours if 

operation of the vehicle during hours other than daylight would create a hazard. 

 400.21(3) A certificate of restriction shall be issued in conjunction with registration of the 

vehicle, listing the restrictions that apply to the operation of the vehicle. 

 a. Registration laws applicable to motor vehicles in general shall also apply to vehicles 

registered under a restricted registration. 

b. The department may approve exceptions to those equipment requirements of Iowa Code 

chapter 321 which cannot be met due to the particular use for which the vehicle is designed or 

intended. 

400.21(4) The department shall not register an all-terrain vehicle. The department shall not 

register a vehicle built on or after January 1, 1968, unless it was manufactured primarily for use 

on public streets, roads and highways except a vehicle operated exclusively by a person with a 

disability, which may be registered if the department, in its discretion, determines that the 



vehicle is not in an unsafe condition. This subrule does not apply to a specially constructed, 

reconstructed, street rod or replica motor vehicle as defined in Iowa Code section 321.1. 

From Iowa Statutes: 

I.C.A. § 321.23. Titles to specially constructed and reconstructed vehicles, street rods, replica 

vehicles, and foreign vehicles 

1. a. If the vehicle to be registered is a specially constructed vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, 

street rod, replica vehicle, or foreign vehicle, such fact shall be stated in the application. A fee 

of ten dollars shall be paid by the person making the application upon issuance of a certificate 

of title by the county treasurer. For a specially constructed vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street 

rod, or replica vehicle subject to registration, the application shall be accompanied by a 

statement from the department authorizing the motor vehicle to be titled and registered in this 

state. The owner of a specially constructed vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street rod, replica 

vehicle, or foreign vehicle purchased pursuant to section 578B.7 shall present documentation 

that such sale was completed in compliance with that section. 

b. The department shall cause a physical inspection to be made of all specially constructed 

vehicles, reconstructed vehicles, street rods, and replica vehicles upon application for a 

certificate of title by the owner, to determine whether the motor vehicle complies with the 

definition of specially constructed vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street rod, or replica vehicle in 

this chapter and to determine that the integral component parts are properly identified and 

that the rightful ownership is established before issuing the owner the authority to have the 

motor vehicle registered and titled. The purpose of the physical inspection under this section is 

not to determine whether the motor vehicle is in a condition safe to operate. 

c. The owner of a specially constructed vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street rod, or replica 

vehicle shall apply for a certificate of title and registration for the vehicle at the county 

treasurer's office within thirty days of the inspection. For a foreign vehicle which has been 

registered outside this state, the owner shall surrender to the treasurer all registration plates, 

registration cards, and certificates of title, or if the vehicle to be registered is from a nontitle 

state, the evidence of foreign registration and ownership as may be prescribed by the 

department except as provided in subsection 2. 

d. Upon completion of every specially constructed vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street rod, or 

replica vehicle, the owner shall certify on a form prescribed by the department that such 

vehicle is in compliance with all equipment specifications required under this chapter. 

2. Where in the course of operation of a vehicle registered in another state it is desirable to 

retain registration of said vehicle in such other state, such applicant need not surrender but 

shall submit for inspection said evidence of such foreign registration and the treasurer upon a 

proper showing shall register said vehicle in this state but shall not issue a certificate of title for 

such vehicle. 



3. In the event an applicant for registration of a foreign vehicle for which a certificate of title 

has been issued is able to furnish evidence of being the registered owner of the vehicle to the 

county treasurer of the owner's residence, although unable to surrender such certificate of 

title, the county treasurer may issue a registration receipt and plates upon receipt of the 

required annual registration fee and the fee for new registration but shall not issue a certificate 

of title thereto. Upon surrender of the certificate of title from the foreign state, the county 

treasurer shall issue a certificate of title to the owner, or person entitled thereto, of such 

vehicle as provided in this chapter. The owner of a vehicle registered under this subsection shall 

not be required to obtain a certificate of title in this state and may transfer ownership of the 

vehicle to a motor vehicle dealer licensed under chapter 322 if, at the time of the transfer, the 

certificate of title is held by a secured party and the dealer has forwarded to the secured party 

the sum necessary to discharge the security interest pursuant to section 321.48, subsection 1. 

4. A vehicle which does not meet the equipment requirements of this chapter due to the 

particular use for which it is designed or intended, may be registered by the department upon 

payment of appropriate fees and after inspection and certification by the department that the 

vehicle is not in an unsafe condition. A person is not required to have a certificate of title to 

register a vehicle under this subsection. If the owner elects to have a certificate of title issued 

for the vehicle, a fee of twenty dollars shall be paid by the person making the application upon 

issuance of a certificate of title. If the department's inspection reveals that the vehicle may be 

safely operated only under certain conditions or on certain types of roadways, the department 

may restrict the registration to limit operation of the vehicle to the appropriate conditions or 

roadways. This subsection does not apply to snowmobiles as defined in section 321G.1. Section 

321.382 does not apply to a vehicle registered under this subsection which is operated 

exclusively by a person with a disability who has obtained a persons with disabilities parking 

permit as provided in section 321L.2, if the persons with disabilities parking permit is carried in 

or on the vehicle and shown to a peace officer on request. 

I.C.A. § 321.24. Issuance of registration and certificate of title 

1. Upon receipt of the application for title and payment of the required fees for a motor 

vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer, the county treasurer or the department shall, when satisfied as to 

the application's genuineness and regularity, and, in the case of a mobile home or 

manufactured home, that taxes are not owing under chapter 423 or 435, issue a certificate of 

title and, except for a mobile home or manufactured home, a registration receipt, and shall file 

the application, the manufacturer's or importer's certificate, the certificate of title, or other 

evidence of ownership, as prescribed by the department. The registration receipt shall be 

delivered to the owner and shall contain upon its face the date issued, the name and address of 

the owner, the registration number assigned to the vehicle, the amount of the fee paid, the 

type of fuel used, a description of the vehicle as determined by the department, and a form for 

notice of transfer of the vehicle. The name and address of any lessee of the vehicle shall not be 



printed on the registration receipt or certificate of title. Up to three owners may be listed on 

the registration receipt and certificate of title. 

2. The county treasurer shall maintain in the county record system information contained on 

the registration receipt. The information shall be accessible by registration number and shall be 

open for public inspection during reasonable business hours. Copies the department requires 

shall be sent to the department in the manner and at the time the department directs. 

3. The certificate of title shall contain upon its face the identical information required upon the 

face of the registration receipt. In addition, the certificate of title shall contain a statement of 

the owner's title, the title number assigned to the owner or owners of the vehicle, the name 

and address of the previous owner, and a statement of all security interests and encumbrances 

as shown in the application, upon the vehicle described, including the nature of the security 

interest, date of perfection, and name and mailing address of the secured party. 

4. If the prior certificate of title is from another state and indicates that the vehicle was rebuilt, 

the new certificate of title and registration receipt shall contain the designation “REBUILT” 

printed on its face together with the name of the state issuing the prior title. The designation 

shall be retained on the face of all subsequent certificates of title and registration receipts for 

the vehicle. 

5. If the prior certificate of title is from another state and indicates that the vehicle was junked, 

an Iowa junking certificate shall be issued according to section 321.52, subsections 2 and 3. If 

the prior certificate of title from another state indicates that the vehicle is salvaged and not 

rebuilt or is a salvage certificate of title, an Iowa salvage certificate of title shall be issued and a 

“SALVAGE” designation shall be retained on all subsequent Iowa certificates of title and 

registration receipts for the vehicle, unless the owner has surrendered the prior certificate of 

title and a salvage theft examination certificate, as provided under section 321.52, subsection 4, 

paragraph “c”, and the salvage theft examination certificate was properly executed within 

thirty days of the date the owner was assigned the prior certificate of title. The department 

may require that subsequent Iowa certificates of title retain other states' designations which 

indicate that a vehicle had incurred prior damage. The department shall determine the manner 

in which other states' rebuilt, salvage, or other designations are to be indicated on Iowa titles. 

6. If the prior certificate of title is from another state and indicates that the vehicle was 

returned to the manufacturer pursuant to a law of another state similar to chapter 322G, the 

new registration receipt and certificate of title, and all subsequent registration receipts and 

certificates of title issued for the vehicle, shall contain a designation indicating the vehicle was 

returned to the manufacturer. The department shall determine the manner in which other 

states' designations are to be indicated on Iowa registration receipts and certificates of title. 

The department may determine that a “REBUILT” or “SALVAGE” designation supersedes the 

designation required by this subsection and include the “REBUILT” or “SALVAGE” designation 



on the registration receipt and certificate of title in lieu of the designation required by this 

subsection. 

7. The certificate shall contain the name of the county treasurer or of the department and, if 

the certificate of title is printed, the signature of the county treasurer, the deputy county 

treasurer, or the department director or deputy designee. The certificate of title shall contain 

upon the reverse side a form for assignment of title or interest and warranty by the owner, for 

reassignments by a dealer licensed in this state or in another state if the state in which the 

dealer is licensed permits Iowa licensed dealers to similarly reassign certificates of title. 

However, titles for mobile homes or manufactured homes shall not be reassigned by licensed 

dealers. Notwithstanding section 321.1, subsection 17, as used in this subsection, “dealer” 

means every person engaged in the business of buying, selling, or exchanging vehicles of a type 

required to be registered under this chapter. 

8. The original certificate of title shall be delivered to the owner if there is no security interest. 

Otherwise the certificate of title shall be delivered by the county treasurer or the department 

to the person holding the first security interest. Delivery may be made using electronic means. 

9. The county treasurer or the department shall maintain in the county or department records 

system information contained on the certificate of title. The information shall be accessible by 

title certificate number for a period of three years from the date of notification of cancellation 

of title or that a new title has been issued as provided in this chapter. Copies the department 

requires shall be sent to the department in the manner and at the time the department directs. 

The department shall designate a uniform system of title numbers to indicate the county of 

issuance. 

10. A vehicle shall be registered for the registration year. A vehicle registered for the first time 

in this state shall be registered for the remaining unexpired months of the registration year and 

pay an annual registration fee prorated for the remaining unexpired months of the registration 

year plus a fee for new registration if applicable pursuant to section 321.105A. Except for a 

vehicle registered under chapter 326, a vehicle registered for the first time during the eleventh 

month of the owner's registration year may be registered for the remaining unexpired months 

of the registration year as provided in this subsection or for the remaining unexpired months of 

the registration year and for the next registration year, upon payment of the applicable 

registration fees. 

11. If the county treasurer or department is not satisfied as to the ownership of the vehicle or 

that there are no undisclosed security interests in it, or a junking certificate has been issued for 

the vehicle but a certificate of title will not be reissued under section 321.52, subsection 3, and 

the vehicle qualifies as an antique vehicle under section 321.115, subsection 1, the county 

treasurer or department may register the vehicle but shall, as a condition of issuing a certificate 

of title and registration receipt, require the applicant to file with the department a bond in the 

form prescribed by the department and executed by the applicant, and either accompanied by 



the deposit of cash with the department or also executed by a person authorized to conduct a 

surety business in this state. The owner of a vehicle subject to the bond requirements of this 

subsection shall apply for a certificate of title and registration for the vehicle at the county 

treasurer's office within thirty days of issuance of written authorization from the department. 

The bond shall be in an amount equal to one and one-half times the current value of the vehicle 

as determined by the department and conditioned to indemnify any prior owner and secured 

party and any subsequent purchaser of the vehicle or person acquiring any security interest in 

it, and their respective successors in interest, against any expense, loss, or damage, including 

reasonable attorney fees, by reason of the issuance of the certificate of title for the vehicle or 

on account of any defect in or undisclosed security interest upon the right, title, and interest of 

the applicant in and to the vehicle. Any such interested person has a right of action to recover 

on the bond for any breach of its conditions, but the aggregate liability of the surety to all 

persons shall not exceed the amount of the bond. The bond, and any deposit accompanying it, 

shall be returned at the end of three years or earlier if the vehicle is no longer registered in this 

state and the currently valid certificate of title is surrendered to the department, unless the 

department has been notified of the pendency of an action to recover on the bond. The 

department may authorize issuance of a certificate of title as provided in this subsection for a 

vehicle with an unreleased security interest upon presentation of satisfactory evidence that the 

security interest has been extinguished or that the holder of the security interest cannot be 

located to release the security interest as provided in section 321.50. 

12. A person who violates this section commits a simple misdemeanor. 

I.C.A. § 321.37. Display of plates 

1. Registration plates issued for a motor vehicle other than an autocycle, motorcycle, motorized 

bicycle, or truck tractor shall be attached to the motor vehicle, one in the front and the other in 

the rear. The registration plate issued for an autocycle, motorcycle, or other vehicle required to 

be registered hereunder shall be attached to the rear of the vehicle. The registration plate 

issued for a truck tractor shall be attached to the front of the truck tractor. The special plate 

issued to a dealer shall be attached on the rear of the vehicle when operated on the highways 

of this state. 

2. Registration plates issued for a motor vehicle which is model year 1948 or older, and 

reconstructed or specially constructed vehicles built to resemble a model year 1948 vehicle or 

older, other than a truck registered for more than five tons, autocycle, motorcycle, or truck 

tractor, may display one registration plate on the rear of the vehicle if the other registration 

plate issued to the vehicle is carried in the vehicle at all times when the vehicle is operated on a 

public highway. 

3. It is unlawful for the owner of a vehicle to place any frame around or over the registration 

plate which does not permit full view of all numerals and letters printed on the registration 

plate. 



I.C.A. § 321.115. Antique vehicles--model year plates permitted 

1. a. A motor vehicle twenty-five years old or older may be registered as an antique vehicle. The 

annual registration fee is the fee provided in section 321.113, 321.122, or 321.124. 

b. The owner of a motor truck, truck tractor, road tractor, or motor home that is twenty-five 

years old or older who desires to use the vehicle exclusively for exhibition or educational 

purposes at state or county fairs, or at other places where the vehicle may be exhibited for 

entertainment or educational purposes, may register the vehicle as a “limited use” vehicle in 

accordance with sections 321.58 through 321.62. The “limited use” registration under this 

paragraph permits driving of the vehicle upon the public roads to and from state and county 

fairs or other places of entertainment or education for exhibition or educational purposes and 

to and from service stations for the purpose of receiving necessary maintenance, or for the 

purposes of transporting, testing, demonstrating, or selling the vehicle. 

 c. The owner of a motor vehicle registered under this subsection may display authentic Iowa 

registration plates from the model year of the motor vehicle, furnished by the person and 

approved by the department, in lieu of the current and valid Iowa registration plates issued for 

the vehicle, provided that the current and valid Iowa registration plates and the registration 

card issued for the vehicle are simultaneously carried within the vehicle and are available for 

inspection to any peace officer upon the officer's request. 

2. The sale of a motor vehicle twenty years old or older which is primarily of value as a 

collector's item and not as transportation is not subject to chapter 322, and any person may sell 

such a vehicle at retail without a license as required under chapter 322. 

3. Truck tractors and semitrailers used in combination for exhibition and educational purposes 

may be registered and driven according to the provisions of subsection 1. Truck tractors and 

semitrailers registered under this section shall not be used to haul loads. 

4. A person convicted of a violation of this section is guilty of a simple misdemeanor punishable 

as a scheduled violation under section 805.8A, subsection 2. 

I.C.A. § 321.115A. Replica vehicles and street rods--model year plates permitted--penalty 

1. A motor vehicle may be registered as a replica vehicle or street rod. The annual registration 

fee is the fee provided for in section 321.109, 321.113, 321.122, or 321.124. The owner of a 

vehicle registered under this section may display registration plates from or representing the 

model year of the motor vehicle or the model year of the motor vehicle the registered vehicle is 

designed to resemble, furnished by the person and approved by the department, in lieu of the 

current and valid Iowa registration plates issued for the vehicle, provided that the current and 

valid Iowa registration plates and the registration card issued for the vehicle are simultaneously 

carried within the vehicle and are available for inspection to any peace officer upon the officer's 

request. 



2. Truck tractors and semitrailers registered under this section shall not be used to haul loads. 

3. A person convicted of a violation of this section is guilty of a simple misdemeanor punishable 

as a scheduled violation under section 805.8A, subsection 2. 

I.C.A. § 321.92. Altering or changing numbers 

2. Vehicles without identification numbers. A person who knowingly buys, receives, disposes of, 

sells, offers for sale, or has in the person's possession a vehicle, or a component part of a 

vehicle, from which the vehicle identification number, rebuilt identification, or component part 

number has been removed, defaced, covered, altered, or destroyed for the purpose of 

concealing or misrepresenting the identity of the vehicle or component part is guilty of a simple 

misdemeanor. 

I.C.A. § 321.113. Automatic reduction 

1. The annual registration fee for a motor vehicle shall not be automatically reduced under this 

section unless the fee is based on the value and weight of the motor vehicle as provided in 

section 321.109, subsection 1. 

2. If a motor vehicle is more than seven model years old, the part of the annual registration fee 

that is based on the value of the vehicle shall be seventy-five percent of the rate as fixed when 

the motor vehicle was new and the total fee shall not be less than fifty dollars; except that if 

the registration is a renewal for a vehicle registered to the same owner prior to January 1, 2009, 

the annual registration fee shall not be more than the fee paid for the previous registration 

year. 

3. If a motor vehicle is more than nine model years old, the part of the annual registration fee 

that is based on the value of the vehicle shall be fifty percent of the rate as fixed when the 

motor vehicle was new and the total fee shall not be less than fifty dollars; except that if the 

registration is a renewal for a vehicle registered to the same owner prior to January 1, 2009, the 

annual registration fee shall not be more than the fee paid for the previous registration year. 

4. a. Except as provided in paragraph “b”, if a motor vehicle is twelve model years old or older, 

the annual registration fee is fifty dollars; except that if the registration is a renewal for a 

vehicle registered to the same owner prior to January 1, 2009, the annual registration fee shall 

not be more than the fee paid for the previous registration year. 

b. If the registration is a renewal for a motor vehicle registered as an antique vehicle by the 

same owner prior to January 1, 2009, the annual registration fee shall be twenty-three dollars 

for a motor vehicle that is model year 1970 through 1983 and sixteen dollars for a motor 

vehicle that is model year 1969 or older. 

c. For purposes of determining the portion of an annual registration fee under paragraph “a” or 

“b” that is based upon the value of the motor vehicle, sixty percent of the annual registration 

fee is attributable to the value of the vehicle. 



5. As used in this section, “owner” includes a surviving spouse who is required to transfer title 

pursuant to section 321.46 or 321.47. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Iowa Equipment Exemptions 

From Iowa Administrative Code: 

761-450.2(321) Equipment requirements for specially constructed, reconstructed, street rod, 

and replica motor vehicles, other than motorcycles and motorized bicycles. 

The following standards are minimum requirements for constructing and equipping specially 

constructed, reconstructed, street rod, and replica motor vehicles other than motorcycles and 

motorized bicycles. 

450.2(2) Application. As outlined in rule 761—400.16(321), the applicant shall submit the 

required application forms and exhibits to the county treasurer. The vehicle and ownership 

documents shall be examined by the department. If the department determines that the motor 

vehicle complies with this rule, that the integral parts and components have been identified as 

to ownership, and that the application forms have been completed properly, the department 

shall assign an identification number to the vehicle and certify that the motor vehicle is eligible 

for titling and registration. If the frame or unibody specified on an application for a specially 

constructed, reconstructed, street rod, or replica motor vehicle is designated “not for highway 

use,” the application shall not be approved. The exchange of compatible body parts does not 

constitute a specially constructed, reconstructed, street rod, or replica motor vehicle. The 

removal, addition, or substitution of reconstructed motor vehicle parts modifies the vehicle's 

external appearance so that it does not reflect the original make or manufacturer model for 

that model. 

450.2(3) Defroster and defogging device. Every closed motor vehicle shall be equipped with a 

device capable of defogging or defrosting the windshield area. 

450.2(4) Door latches. Every motor vehicle that is equipped with doors leading directly into a 

compartment that contains one or more seating accommodations shall be equipped with 

mechanically actuated door latches which firmly and automatically secure the door when 

pushed closed and which allow each door to be opened from the inside by the actuation of a 

convenient lever, handle or other nonelectric device. Interior handles must be visible. 

450.2(5) Floor pan. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a floor pan under the entire 

passenger-carrying compartment. The floor pan shall support the weight of the number of 

occupants that the vehicle is designed to carry. The floor pan shall be so constructed that it 

prevents the entry of exhaust fumes. 

450.2(6) Glazing. 

a. Windshields. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a laminated safety glass windshield 

that complies with and bears the approval marking of the American National Standards 

Institute (ANSI) Z 26.1 Standard. The windshield shall be in such a position that it affords 

continuous horizontal frontal protection to the driver and front seat occupants. The minimum 



vertical height of the unobstructed windshield glass shall be 6 inches. This paragraph does not 

preclude the use of a windshield that can be folded down to a horizontal position, provided 

that the windshield can be firmly fastened in both the vertical and horizontal positions. 

b. Side and rear glass. Side and rear glass is not required in motor vehicles. If present, however, 

this glass must be either laminated or tempered safety glass bearing the approval of the ANSI Z 

26.1 Standard. 

450.2(7) Driver visibility. Each motor vehicle shall provide the driver with a minimum outward 

horizontal vision capability of 90 degrees each side of a vertical plane passing through the fore 

and aft centerline of the vehicle. This plane of vision may be interrupted by window framing 

and windshield door support posts not exceeding 4 inches in width at each side location. 

450.2(8) Hood latches. If a motor vehicle is equipped with a front-opening hood, that hood shall 

be equipped with a primary and secondary latching system to hold the hood in a closed 

position. 

450.2(9) Instruments and controls. Each motor vehicle shall be equipped with: 

a. An operating speedometer calibrated to indicate “miles per hour.” 

b. An operating odometer calibrated to indicate “total miles driven.” 

c. A steering wheel circular or nearly circular in shape, having an outside diameter of not less 

than 13 inches. 

d. An accelerator control system that returns the engine throttle to an idle position 

automatically when the driver removes the actuating force from the accelerator control. 

450.2(10) Brakes. 

a. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with brakes acting upon all wheels. The service brakes 

must be capable of meeting or exceeding the stopping requirements of Iowa Code section 

321.431. If necessary, the braking system may be tested by a road test on a public roadway by 

an officer of the motor vehicle division of the department. 

b. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a parking brake operating on at least two wheels 

applied with required effectiveness despite exhaustion of any source of energy or leakage of 

any kind in the service brake system. The parking brake shall meet the requirements of Iowa 

Code sections 321.430 and 321.431. 

450.2(11) Rearview mirror. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with two rearview mirrors, 

each having substantial unit magnification. One shall be mounted on the inside of the vehicle in 

such a position that it affords the driver a clear view to the rear. The other shall be mounted on 

the outside of the vehicle on the driver's side in such a position that it affords the driver a clear 

view to the rear. When an inside mirror does not give a clear view to the rear, a right-hand 



outside mirror shall be required in lieu thereof. The mirror mounting shall provide a stable 

support for the mirror, and shall provide for mirror adjustment by tilting in both horizontal and 

vertical directions. Each mirror shall have a minimum of 10 square inches of reflective surface. 

450.2(12) Seat belts. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with at least a Type I (lap belt) seat 

belt for the driver and each passenger seating position. The belts at each location shall comply 

with DOT Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 209, and shall be firmly anchored to the vehicle 

body. 

450.2(13) Seating. All bench-type and individual seats in motor vehicles shall be firmly anchored 

to structural components or body parts. 

450.2(14) Fenders and mud flaps. Rescinded IAB 9/8/10, effective 10/13/10. 

450.2(15) Bumpers. Rescinded IAB 9/8/10, effective 10/13/10. 

450.2(16) Exhaust system. Every motor vehicle shall have an exhaust system meeting the 

following requirements: 

a. The system shall be free of leaks, including the exhaust manifold (or headers), piping forward 

of the muffler, the muffler(s), and tail piping. 

b. Exhaust fumes shall be emitted to the extremity of the vehicle, behind the rear wheels, or to 

the extremity of the vehicle within 6 inches in front of the rear wheels. Exhaust fumes from 

trucks, other than enclosed vans, may be emitted to the rear of that part of the vehicle 

designed for and normally used for carrying the driver and passengers. 

c. Each exhaust system must be equipped with a muffler that prevents excessive noise. 

d. No part of the exhaust system shall pass through any area of the vehicle that is used as a 

passenger-carrying compartment, and shall be so constructed that persons entering the vehicle 

cannot make contact with the exhaust system. 

e. All exterior side exhaust pipes must be fully shielded and any vertical truck exhaust stacks 

shall be shielded to the top of the cab. 

450.2(17) Frame. Every vehicle shall be equipped with a frame consisting of wall box tubing, 

round tubing, wall channel or unitized construction capable of supporting the vehicle, its load 

and the torque produced by the power source. 

450.2(18) Fuel system. Every motor vehicle shall have a fuel system in which all components are 

securely fastened with fasteners designed for this purpose, including the tank, tubing, hoses, 

clamps, etc. The filler from the system shall be located in a position not within the passenger-

carrying compartment, and shall be capped. The system shall be leakproof, and fuel lines shall 

be positioned so as not to come in contact with high temperature surfaces or moving parts. 

450.2(19) Steering and suspension. 



a. Every motor vehicle shall have no parts extending below the wheel rims in their lowest 

position, except for tires and electrical grounding devices designed for this purpose. 

b. The steering system shall remain unobstructed when turned from lock to lock. 

c. The steering wheel shall have no less than two turns and no more than six turns when turning 

the road wheels from lock to lock. 

d. While in a sharp turn at a speed between 5 and 15 MPH, release of the steering wheel shall 

result in a distinct tendency for the vehicle to increase its turning radius. 

e. No motor vehicle shall be constructed so that the weight on any axle is less than 20 percent 

of the gross weight of the vehicle and load. 

f. Motor vehicles shall be equipped with a damping device at each wheel location providing a 

minimum relative motion between the unsprung axle and the chassis of plus or minus 2 inches. 

g. When each corner of the vehicle is depressed and released the damping device shall stop 

vertical body motion within two cycles. 

h. There shall be no heating or welding on coil springs, leaf springs, or torsion bars. 

450.2(20) Tires. Tires shall comply with Iowa Code section 321.440. Each tire shall have a load-

bearing capacity in keeping with the size and weight of the vehicle. 

450.2(21) Lighting and electrical system. Each motor vehicle shall be equipped with approved 

lighting devices in sufficient number, type, and locations to meet the requirements of Iowa 

Code sections 321.384 to 321.423, including headlamps, rear lamps, license plate lamp, rear 

reflectors, parking lamps, stop lamps, turn signals, and high-low beam indicator. In addition, 

every motor vehicle shall be equipped with: 

a. A driver-controlled switch capable of selecting high and low beams (dimmer switch). 

b. A motor vehicle more than 40 inches in width shall be equipped with turn signal lamps and 

have a manually operated switch controlled by the driver that shall cause the turn signal lamps 

to function. This switch shall be self-canceling. 

c. A horn that shall be electrically actuated, and shall emit a sound clearly audible from a 

distance of 200 feet. The horn shall be actuated with a switch easily accessible to the driver 

when operating the vehicle. 

d. All wiring shall be done in an orderly and workmanlike fashion, with no wiring in contact with 

high temperature surfaces or moving parts. 

e. Headlamps shall be in a plane that is perpendicular to a vertical plane through the 

longitudinal centerline of the vehicle. The headlamps shall be mounted not less than 24 inches, 

nor more than 54 inches, above the road surface when measured to the headlamp center. 



f. A tail lamp or lamps shall be mounted on the rear of the motor vehicle or vehicle, exhibiting a 

red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear. The tail lamp or lamps shall be 

mounted not less than 15 inches, nor more than 72 inches, above the roadway. 

g. All original lamps and lighting equipment provided on the motor vehicle by the manufacturer 

shall be maintained in working condition or shall be replaced with equivalent equipment. 

From Iowa Code: 

321.417. Single-beam road-lighting equipment 

Headlamps arranged to provide a single distribution of light not supplemented by auxiliary 

driving lamps shall be permitted on motor vehicles manufactured and sold prior to July 1, 

1938, in lieu of multiple-beam road-lighting equipment specified in section 321.409 if the single 

distribution of light complies with the following requirements and limitations: 

1. The headlamps shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is not loaded none of the high-

intensity portion of the light shall at a distance of twenty-five feet ahead project higher than a 

level of five inches below the level of the center of the lamp from which it comes, and in no 

case higher than forty-two inches above the level on which the vehicle stands at a distance of 

seventy-five feet ahead. 

2. The intensity of the light shall be sufficient to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at 

least two hundred feet. 

321.446. Child restraint devices 

1. a. A child under one year of age and weighing less than twenty pounds who is being 

transported in a motor vehicle subject to registration, except a school bus or motorcycle, shall 

be secured during transit in a rear-facing child restraint system that is used in accordance with 

the manufacturer's instructions. 

b. A child under six years of age who does not meet the description in paragraph “a” and who is 

being transported in a motor vehicle subject to registration, except a school bus or motorcycle, 

shall be secured during transit by a child restraint system that is used in accordance with the 

manufacturer's instructions. 

2. A child at least six years of age but under eighteen years of age who is being transported in a 

motor vehicle subject to registration, except a school bus or motorcycle, shall be secured during 

transit by a child restraint system that is used in accordance with the manufacturer's 

instructions or by a safety belt or safety harness of a type approved under section 321.445. 

3. This section does not apply to the following: 

… 



b. The transportation of children in 1965 model year or older vehicles, authorized 

emergency vehicles, buses, or motor homes or motorsports recreational vehicles, 

except when a child is transported in a motor home's or motorsports recreational 

vehicle's passenger seat situated directly to the driver's right. 

… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


