
HAWAII 

Definitions 

Antique motor vehicle. Any motor vehicle, including a motorcycle or a motor scooter which 

produces not more than twelve horsepower, of the age of thirty-five years or more from the 

date of manufacture, that is of the original factory specification or restored to the original 

specifications in an unaltered or unreconstructed condition, operated or moved over the 

highway primarily for the purpose of historical exhibition or other similar purposes. 

Collector. An owner of one or more vehicles, including parts vehicles, who collects, purchases, 

acquires, trades, or disposes of a vehicle or its parts, for the owner's own use, to preserve, 

restore, and maintain the vehicle or another vehicle for hobby or historical purposes. 

Parts vehicle. A vehicle that is owned by a collector to furnish parts for the restoration or 

maintenance of a special interest vehicle. 

Rebuilt vehicle. Any vehicle which has been declared a total loss by an insurer and has been 

rebuilt or repaired to operate on public highways. For the purpose of this definition, a vehicle is 

a total loss only if there is material damage, including flood damage, to the vehicle's electronics, 

frame, unitized structure, or suspension system, and the projected cost of repairing the damage 

exceeds the market value of the vehicle at the time of the incident causing it to be declared a 

total loss. 

Reconstructed vehicle. A vehicle that is registered to be operated on a public highway, and that 

is: (1) Assembled from new or used parts by a person other than a recognized manufacturer of 

new vehicles; 

(2) Modified to the extent that the identity of the vehicle's make, model, or type is obscured by 

material changes in its appearance; or 

(3) Modified by the removal, addition, alteration, or substitution of other than original 

replacement essential parts, including the vehicle's body, power train, steering system, 

suspension system, exhaust system, intake system, or bumper system; 

excluding ordinary body repair that does not change the exterior structure of the vehicle. The 

term does not include a special interest vehicle or a motorcycle. 

Special interest vehicle. A vehicle of any age that, because of its significance, is being collected, 

preserved, restored, or maintained by a collector. The term includes a street rod vehicle and a 

street rod replica vehicle, as those terms are defined in section 286-26.5; a vehicle 

manufactured before 1968; and a vehicle manufactured after 1967 to resemble a vehicle 

manufactured before 1968. 

Street Rod Replica Vehicle. A vehicle that was assembled from a manufactured kit, either as: 



(1) A complete kit to construct a new vehicle consisting of a prefabricated body and chassis; 

(2) Components manufactured before 1968; or 

(3) Components manufactured after 1967 to resemble a vehicle manufactured before 1968; 

and that has been modified in its body style or design through the use of nonoriginal or 

reproduction components, such as the frame, engine, drive train, suspension, or brakes, in a 

manner that does not adversely affect its safe performance as a motor vehicle or render the 

vehicle unlawful for use on public highways. 

Street Rod Vehicle. A vehicle that was: 

(1) Manufactured before 1968; or 

(2) Manufactured after 1967 to resemble a vehicle manufactured before 1968;  

and that has been modified in its body style or design through the use of nonoriginal or 

reproduction components, such as the frame, engine, drive train, suspension, or brakes, in a 

manner that does not adversely affect its safe performance as a motor vehicle or render the 

vehicle unlawful for use on public highways. The term does not include a motorcycle, an 

antique vehicle, or a restored vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hawaii DMV Guidance  

Reconstructed Vehicle Inspection FAQ’s 

• Where is Reconstructed Vehicle Inspection site located and hours of operation?  

Motor Vehicle Control Section   

1112 Kapahulu Avenue  

Honolulu, Hawaiʻi  96816 

Open:  Monday through Friday (Closed on State Holidays)  

Effective July 1, 2019, 

New Hours: 12:00 p.m - 3:00 p.m. (Walk-ins only - first come, first served) 

(808) 768-2542 

• How much does it cost to get a Reconstructed Vehicle Inspection and Permit? 

There is a $15.00 inspection fee.  

Forms of payment that are accepted are:  

Cash (exact change only) and 

Check made payable to the City and County of Honolulu. 

• Where can I find information on reconstructed vehicle requirements on the internet? 

Reconstructed vehicle regulations are a part of the State of Hawaiʻi, Department of 

Transportation, Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules.  It is available online at; 

http://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/home/doing-business/hawaii-administrative-rules/, see 

Chapter 19-134, Approval of Reconstructed Vehicles 

• What is a Reconstructed Vehicle Permit and how do I obtain one? 

If your vehicle has been modified from its original condition as constructed by the 

manufacturer, it may require you to obtain a Reconstructed Vehicle Permit. Call (808)768-

2542 for inquiries.  

Visit our Motor Vehicle Control Section for daily walk-in service. Monday through Friday, 

except holidays, from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Vehicles with suspension modifications must be aligned to manufacturer's specifications. A 

wheel alignment specification sheet done within the last 30 days must be presented 

showing Camber, Caster, and Toe readings are all within original factory specifications. 

  

http://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/home/doing-business/hawaii-administrative-rules/,%20see%20Chapter%2019-134,%20Approval%20of%20Reconstructed%20Vehicles
http://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/home/doing-business/hawaii-administrative-rules/,%20see%20Chapter%2019-134,%20Approval%20of%20Reconstructed%20Vehicles
http://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/home/doing-business/hawaii-administrative-rules/,%20see%20Chapter%2019-134,%20Approval%20of%20Reconstructed%20Vehicles
http://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/home/doing-business/hawaii-administrative-rules/,%20see%20Chapter%2019-134,%20Approval%20of%20Reconstructed%20Vehicles


• What types of modifications require a Reconstructed Vehicle Permit? 

The most common modifications that require a Reconstructed Vehicle Permit are:  

• Lowered vehicles:  

o Headlight height cannot be lower than 22 inches when measured from thr 

ground to the center of the headlight. 

o Unrestricted suspension travel of at least 2 inches (front and rear). 

o There must be ample clearance (full turn to full turn) between the tires and the 

vehicle's frame, suspension and body. 

o Tires must meet or exceed manufacturers' GVWR load ratings. 

o Frame modifications will require pre-approval from DOT (C-Notch) 

• Lifted vehicles:  

o Tire treads protruding outside of vehicle body requires fender flares securely 

mounted. 

o Rear mud guards must cover width of tire treads, hang down to middle of rims or 

lower. 

o Frame modification will require pre-approval from DOT (Straight Axle Conv). 

o Headlight height cannot exceed 54 inches when measured from the ground to 

the center of the headlight. 

o Maximum bumper height is determined by the type of vehicle and its Gross 

Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) as measured from a level surface to the highest 

point on the bottom of the bumper. Maximum heights are as follows:  

Gross Vehicle Weight Rating  

Passenger vehicles 

Front: 22 inches 

 Rear: 22 inches 

 4,500 lbs. and under 

 Front: 29 inches 

 Rear: 29 inches 

 4,501 lbs. to 7,500 lbs. 

 Front: 33 inches 

 Rear: 33 inches 

7,501 lbs. to 10,000 lbs. 

Front: 35 inches 



Rear: 35 inches 

o What types of modifications do not require a Reconstructed Vehicle Permit? 

The most common modifications that do not require a Reconstructed Vehicle Permit are:  

o Installation of aftermarket wheels and tires.  

o Tire tread shall not protrude beyond the outer edge of the fender when looking 

down vertically from a position directly above outer edge of the fender (if 

protrudes, fender flares need to be installed). 

o There must be ample clearance (full turn to full turn) between the tire and the 

vehicle's frame, suspension and body. Note: The tires must be U.S. DOT 

approved for street use and meet or exceed the vehicle load rating. 

o Installation of body kits or fender flares that does not change the overall model identity. 

Note: Bumper covers must have supports and impact pad installed. 

o Installation of an aftermarket exhaust system. 

o Installation of an aftermarket engine air or fuel intake system(s). 

o Engine modifications to the original or original type replacement engine. 

o Installation of aftermarket headlight or taillight assembly(s). Note: All lights must be U.S 

DOT approved. High Intensity Discharge (HID) headlights are prohibited unless approved 

by the U.S. DOT for use on that specific vehicle. 

 

o Is a reconstructed vehicle permit required if only aftermarket headlight or taillight 

assemblies are installed on my vehicle?  

o If the only modification to the vehicle is replacement headlights or taillights, a 

reconstructed vehicle inspection or permit is not necessary. 

o Aftermarket lighting equipment installed on vehicles must be U.S. DOT approved 

and of correct colors; white for headlights and red for taillights. 

o Vehicles 1968 and newer require U.S. DOT approved side marker lights/ 

reflectors on the sides and must be of correct colors; amber on the front and red 

on the rear. 

o Aftermarket High Intensity Discharge (HID) headlights are prohibited unless U.S. 

DOT approved for the vehicle installed upon. 

o Is a reconstructed vehicle permit required if the only modification to my vehicle is the 

installation of aftermarket wheels or tires?  

o Provided there are no suspension modifications on the vehicle, no reconstructed 

vehicle inspection or permit is required when only replacing wheels or tires 

regardless of size. 

o Replacement tires must be U.S. DOT approved and meet the load range 

requirement of the vehicle which it is installed on. 



o Wheel or tire applications installed on vehicles require adequate tire clearance 

as to not contact any part of the body, suspension or structural component upon 

normal operation of the vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hawaii Laws 

From Hawaii Revised Statutes:  

§ 286-26.5. Special interest vehicles 

(a) As used in this section: 

“Collector” means an owner of one or more vehicles, including parts vehicles, who collects, 

purchases, acquires, trades, or disposes of a vehicle or its parts, for the owner's own use, to 

preserve, restore, and maintain the vehicle or another vehicle for hobby or historical purposes. 

“Parts vehicle” means a vehicle that is owned by a collector to furnish parts for the restoration 

or maintenance of a special interest vehicle. 

“Street rod replica vehicle” means a vehicle that was assembled from a manufactured kit, 

either as: 

(1) A complete kit to construct a new vehicle consisting of a prefabricated body and chassis; 

(2) Components manufactured before 1968; or 

(3) Components manufactured after 1967 to resemble a vehicle manufactured before 1968; 

and that has been modified in its body style or design through the use of nonoriginal or 

reproduction components, such as the frame, engine, drive train, suspension, or brakes, in a 

manner that does not adversely affect its safe performance as a motor vehicle or render the 

vehicle unlawful for use on public highways. 

“Street rod vehicle” means a vehicle that was: 

(1) Manufactured before 1968; or 

(2) Manufactured after 1967 to resemble a vehicle manufactured before 1968; 

and that has been modified in its body style or design through the use of nonoriginal or 

reproduction components, such as the frame, engine, drive train, suspension, or brakes, in a 

manner that does not adversely affect its safe performance as a motor vehicle or render the 

vehicle unlawful for use on public highways. The term does not include a motorcycle, an 

antique vehicle, or a restored vehicle. 

(b) If a street rod vehicle was manufactured before 1968 and has been modified in body style or 

design, the make and year of the vehicle shall be the year the vehicle most nearly resembles. If 

a street rod vehicle was manufactured after 1967 to resemble a vehicle manufactured before 

1968, the body type of the vehicle shall be street rod vehicle or “STRD”. 

(c) A state vehicle identification number shall be issued to a street rod vehicle that was 

manufactured after 1967 to resemble a vehicle manufactured before 1968, when no vehicle 



identification number is present on the vehicle; when more than one vehicle identification 

number is present on the vehicle; or when the vehicle identification number is absent from the 

body or frame, or both, of the vehicle. The state vehicle identification number shall be assigned 

by the director of finance of the county in which the vehicle resides; provided that not more 

than one hundred vehicle identification numbers shall be issued annually. 

To obtain a state vehicle identification number under this subsection, the owner of a street rod 

vehicle that was manufactured after 1967 to resemble a vehicle manufactured before 1968 

shall provide: 

(1) A title of ownership from the previous owner of the vehicle's body or frame; 

(2) A bill of sale or invoices for all major parts used in the modification of the vehicle; and 

(3) A weight certificate issued by a state-certified scale for the actual weight of the vehicle. 

(d) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary: 

(1) Street rod vehicles and street rod replica vehicles shall be equipped with the following 

equipment: 

(A) Hydraulic service brakes on all wheels; 

(B) Sealed beam or halogen headlights; 

(C) Turn signals and a turn signaling switch; 

(D) Safety glass or lexan windshield; 

(E) Electric or vacuum windshield wiper located in front of the driver; 

(F) Standard or DOT/SAE-approved tail lights; 

(G) A parking brake that operates on at least two wheels on the same axle; and 

(H) Seat belt assembly as provided in section 291-11.6; 

(2) Street rod vehicles and street rod replica vehicles shall be equipped in such a manner that 

no part of a vehicle, other than the vehicle's tires, will make contact with the surface of a flat 

highway when the vehicle is operated on the same; 

(3) Bumpers, hoods, door handles, and fenders shall be optional equipment on street rod 

vehicles and street rod replica vehicles; and 

(4) Bumpers, hoods, door handles, and fenders shall be optional equipment on vehicles 

manufactured before 1968, and on vehicles manufactured after 1967 to resemble a vehicle 

manufactured before 1968. 



In the event of a conflict between this subsection and equipment requirements specified in 

chapters 286, 291 and 291C, this subsection shall control. 

(e) If a street rod replica vehicle was assembled from a manufactured kit as a complete kit to 

construct a new vehicle consisting of a prefabricated body and chassis, the year of the vehicle 

shall be the year the vehicle resembles as reflected on the manufacturer's certificate of origin. 

If a street rod replica vehicle was assembled from a manufactured kit as components 

manufactured before 1968 or components manufactured after 1967 to resemble a vehicle 

manufactured before 1968, the year of the vehicle shall be the year the vehicle resembles as 

reflected on the manufacturer's certificate of origin. The certificate of title for a street rod 

replica vehicle shall be for the make and year the vehicle resembles, and the body type of the 

vehicle shall be street rod vehicle replica (STRD-RPLC). 

(f) The state vehicle identification number of a street rod replica vehicle that was assembled 

from a manufactured kit as a complete kit to construct a new vehicle consisting of a 

prefabricated body and chassis shall be taken from the manufacturer's certificate of origin. The 

state vehicle identification number shall be assigned by the director of finance of the county in 

which the vehicle resides; provided that not more than one hundred vehicle identification 

numbers shall be issued annually. 

The state vehicle identification number of a street rod replica vehicle that was assembled from 

a manufactured kit as components manufactured before 1968 or components manufactured 

after 1967 to resemble a vehicle manufactured before 1968, shall be taken from the 

manufacturer's certificate of origin or provided by the director of finance of the county in which 

the vehicle resides. 

To obtain a state vehicle identification number under this subsection, the owner of a street rod 

replica vehicle shall provide: 

(1) Ownership documents from the manufacturer of the kit or components; 

(2) All shipping and freight documents for the kit or components; and 

(3) A weight certificate issued by a state-certified scale for the actual weight of the vehicle. 

(g) A state vehicle identification number shall be issued to a street rod replica vehicle when the 

vehicle identification number is absent from the body or frame, or both, of the vehicle; or when 

the vehicle identification number is absent from the manufacturer's certificate of origin. The 

state vehicle identification number shall be assigned by the director of finance of the county in 

which the vehicle resides; provided that not more than one hundred vehicle identification 

numbers shall be issued annually. 

§ 249-2. Imposition of tax  

Except as otherwise provided in sections 249-1 to 249-13, and except in the case of antique 

motor vehicles which shall be subject to an annual tax of $10 in lieu of the annual tax otherwise 



imposed by this section, all vehicles and motor vehicles as defined in section 249-1, shall be 

subject to an annual tax, computed, except for the minimum tax provided for in section 249-13 

according to the net weight of each vehicle at a rate determined as hereinafter provided in 

section 249-13. The tax shall be paid by the owner of each vehicle in the county in which the 

vehicle is located at the time of registration, whether the original registration or any 

subsequent registration, and shall be collected by the director of finance of such county; 

provided that if a vehicle is transported to another county after the payment of the tax, no 

additional tax shall be imposed on the vehicle for the remaining period of the year for which 

the tax has been paid. 

§ 249-9. Number plates; purchase 

(a) The number plates hereinabove referred to shall be used upon all vehicles for which a tax 

has been paid pursuant to sections 249-1 to 249-13. All such plates shall: 

(1) Bear the word “Hawaii” along the upper portion of the plate and the words “Aloha State” 

along the lower portion of the plate; 

(2) Have a distinct contrast between the color of the plate and the numerals and letters 

thereon; and 

(3) Be of such shape, size, and color, and with such arrangements of letters and numbers as 

may, subject to sections 249-1 to 249-13, be determined by the directors of finance of each 

county through majority consent. 

The numerals on all such plates shall be not less than three inches in height and the strokes 

thereof not less than three-eighths inch in width, except in the case of motorcycles, in which 

case the numerals shall not be less than one inch in height and the strokes thereof not less than 

one-eighth inch in width. 

The director of finance of the city and county of Honolulu shall contract annually on behalf of 

the counties for the purchase of all number plates, tags, or emblems required. The council of 

each county shall appropriate and cause to be paid over to the party with whom the director of 

finance of the city and county of Honolulu shall contract, or to the director of finance of the city 

and county of Honolulu as the director may direct, such sum or sums as the director of finance 

of the city and county of Honolulu shall determine to be the county's proportionate share of 

the expense of such contract and the charges connected therewith. The contract shall be made 

by the director of finance of the city and county of Honolulu as agent of the several counties, 

and the proportionate liability of each county shall be stated in the contract. Notwithstanding 

any other provision of the law, the contract shall constitute a valid obligation of each county for 

its proportionate share. 

(b) The number plates for members of the Congress of the United States from the State shall 

designate their office and be of the type and color authorized for motor vehicles in the State; 

provided that the number on the plates of the United States senator and the United States 



representative shall be assigned in terms of seniority of service with the senator or 

representative having the greater length of service having the number “1” and consecutively 

thereafter for the others. The director of finance of the city and county of Honolulu shall, in the 

director's procurement of the number plates on behalf of the counties, contract for the number 

plates of the members of Congress and all expenses connected therewith shall be paid by the 

respective members of Congress. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, any antique motor vehicle shall be issued a 

special number plate for a fee of $10 which plate shall be permanent and valid for use on such 

vehicles so long as the vehicle is in existence in lieu of the uniform state number plates. The 

director of finance may discard and allow for new applications of inactive special number plates 

that have not been assigned or registered during the preceding three years. In addition to the 

payment of any other fee required by law, applicable to antique motor vehicles, the owner of 

any such vehicle shall pay the fee for the issuance of the special number plate. The registration 

numerals and special number plates assigned to antique motor vehicles shall be labeled 

“Horseless Carriage” and “Permanent” and shall run in a separate numerical series, 

commencing with Horseless Carriage No. 1. 

§ 249-10. Delinquent penalties; seizure and sale for tax 

(a) Any tax imposed by sections 249-1 to 249-13 for any year and not paid when due, shall 

become delinquent and a penalty shall be added to, and become part of, the delinquent tax. 

The amount of the delinquency penalty shall be established by the county's legislative body. If 

the date that the tax is due is a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the tax shall become 

delinquent at the end of the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. The 

director of finance may require the payment of any delinquent tax and penalty as a condition 

precedent to the registration, renewal, or transfer of ownership of such vehicle. Any vehicle not 

having the number plates required by sections 249-1 to 249-13, or any vehicle upon which 

taxes are delinquent as provided in this section, may be seized, wherever found, by the director 

of finance or by any police officer, and held for a period of ten days, during which time the 

vehicle shall be subject to redemption by its owner by payment of the taxes due, together with 

the delinquent penalties and the cost of storage and other charges incident to the seizure of 

the vehicle. The director of finance, chief of police, or any police officer shall be deemed to 

have seized and taken possession of any vehicle, after having securely sealed it where located 

and posted a notice upon the vehicle, setting forth the fact that it has been seized for taxes and 

warning all other persons from molesting it under penalty provided by section 249-11. 

(b) All vehicles seized and sealed shall remain at the place of seizure or at any other place that 

the director of finance may direct, at the expense and risk of the owner. If the owner of the 

vehicle fails to redeem it within ten days after seizure, the vehicle may be sold by the director 

of finance at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, after giving ten days public notice in 

the county and by posting notices in at least three public places in the district where the vehicle 

was seized; provided that the requirements of public auction may be waived when the 



appraised value of any vehicle is less than $250 as determined by the director of finance or 

authorized representative, in which case the vehicle may be disposed of in the same manner as 

when a vehicle is put up for public auction and for which no bid is received. The amount 

realized at the sale, less the amount of the tax and penalty due, together with all costs incurred 

in giving public notice, storing, and selling the vehicle and all other charges incident to the 

seizure and sale, shall be paid to the owner of the vehicle. If no claim for the surplus is filed 

with the director of finance within sixty days from the date of the sale, the surplus shall be paid 

into the county treasury as a government realization and all claim to that sum shall thereafter 

be forever barred. 

(c) The owner of any antique motor vehicle shall be exempt from the tax and delinquent 

penalty imposed under this chapter for the entire period of nonuse; provided that the owner of 

the antique motor vehicle shall first present to the director of finance a signed and sworn 

certificate attesting to the antique motor vehicle's period of nonuse. 

§ 249-31. State registration fee 

(a) All vehicles and motor vehicles in the State as defined in section 249-1, including antique 

motor vehicles, except as otherwise provided in sections 249-4, 249-6, and 249-31.5, shall be 

subject to a $45 annual vehicle registration fee. The fee shall be paid each year together with all 

other taxes and fees levied by this chapter on a staggered basis as established by each county 

as authorized by section 286-51, and the state registration for that county shall likewise be 

staggered so that the state registration fee is due and payable at the same time and shall be 

collected together with the county fee. The state registration fee shall be deemed delinquent if 

not paid with the county registration fee. The respective counties shall collect this fee together 

with the vehicle registration tax collected for the county and shall transfer the moneys 

collected under this section to the State. 

(b) From each annual motor vehicle registration fee, the director shall deposit $40 into the 

state highway fund and $5 into the emergency medical services special fund. 

§ 249-33. State vehicle weight tax, exemptions 

(a) All vehicles and motor vehicles in the State as defined in section 249-1, including antique 

motor vehicles, except as otherwise provided in sections 249-4, 249-5.5, 249-6, and 249-6.5, in 

addition to all other fees and taxes levied by this chapter, shall be subject to an annual state 

vehicle weight tax. The tax shall be levied by the county director of finance at the rate of 1.75 

cents a pound according to the net weight of each vehicle as the “net weight” is defined in 

section 249-1 up to and including four thousand pounds net weight; vehicles over four 

thousand pounds and up to and including seven thousand pounds net weight shall be taxed at 

the rate of 2. 00 cents a pound; vehicles over seven thousand pounds and up to and including 

ten thousand pounds net weight shall be taxed at the rate of 2.25 cents a pound; vehicles over 

ten thousand pounds net weight shall be taxed at a flat rate of $300. 



(b) The tax shall become due and payable in each year together with all other taxes and fees 

levied by this chapter on a staggered basis as established by each county as authorized by 

section 286-51, the state vehicle weight tax shall likewise be staggered so that the state vehicle 

weight tax is collected together with the county fee. The state vehicle weight tax shall be 

deemed delinquent if not paid with the county registration fee. The tax shall be paid by the 

owner of each vehicle to the director of finance of the county in which the vehicle is registered 

and shall be collected by the director of finance of such county together with all other fees and 

taxes levied by this chapter from the owner of each vehicle and motor vehicle registered in the 

county. 

By the fifteenth day of the month following the month in which taxes under this section are 

collected, the director of finance of each county shall transmit the taxes collected to the state 

director of finance for deposit into the state highway fund. 

(c) The exemptions provided by sections 249-3 to 249-6 shall apply to this section. The 

provisions for refunds, and taxes for fraction of years for vehicles removed from or brought into 

the State and for junked vehicles, contained in sections 249-3 and 249-5 shall apply to the tax 

levied by this section. 

(d) If it is shown to the satisfaction of the department of transportation of the State, based 

upon proper records and from such other evidence as the department of transportation may 

require, that any vehicle with a net vehicle weight of six thousand pounds or over is used for 

agricultural purposes the owner thereof may obtain a refund of all taxes thereon imposed by 

this section. The department of transportation shall prescribe rules to administer such refunds. 

(e) The counties shall be reimbursed the incremental costs incurred in the collection and 

administration of taxes and fees imposed under section 249-31 and this section; the amount of 

reimbursement shall be determined by the director of transportation. 

§ 286-41. Application for registration; full faith and credit to current certificates; this part not 

applicable to certain equipment 

(a) Every owner of a motor vehicle which is to be operated upon the public highways shall, for 

each vehicle owned, except as herein otherwise provided and except as provided in section 

286-42(c), apply to the director of finance of the county where the vehicle is to be operated, for 

the registration thereof. If a vehicle is moved to another county and is to be operated upon the 

public highways of that county, the existing certificate of registration shall be valid until its 

expiration date, at which time the owner shall apply to the director of finance of the county in 

which the vehicle is then located for the registration of the vehicle, whether or not the owner is 

domiciled in the county or the owner's principal place of business is in that county, except that 

this provision shall not apply to vehicles which are temporarily transferred to another county 

for a period of not more than three months. 



(b) Application for the registration of a vehicle shall be made upon the appropriate form 

furnished by the director of finance and shall contain the name, occupation, and address of the 

owner and legal owner; and, if the applicant is a member of the United States naval or military 

forces, the applicant shall give the organization and station. All applications shall also contain a 

description of the vehicle, including the name of the maker, the type of fuel for the use of 

which it is adapted (e.g., gasoline, diesel oil, liquefied petroleum gas), the serial or motor 

number, and the date first sold by the manufacturer or dealer, and such further description of 

the vehicle as is called for in the form, and such other information as may be required by the 

director of finance, to establish legal ownership. A person applying for initial registration of a 

neighborhood electric vehicle shall certify in writing that a notice of the operational restrictions 

applying to the vehicle as provided in section 291C-134 are contained on a permanent notice 

attached to or painted on the vehicle in a location that is in clear view of the driver. 

(c) If the vehicle to be registered is specially constructed, reconstructed, or rebuilt; is a special 

interest vehicle; or is an imported vehicle, this fact shall be stated in the application and upon 

the registration of the special interest motor vehicle and imported motor vehicle, which has 

been registered until that time in any other state or county, and the owner shall surrender to 

the director of finance the certificates of registration or other evidence of such form of 

registration as may be in the applicant's possession or control. The director of finance shall 

grant full faith and credit to the currently valid certificates of title and registration describing 

the vehicle, the ownership thereof, and any liens noted thereon, issued by any title state or 

county in which the vehicle was last registered. The acceptance by the director of finance of a 

certificate of title or of registration issued by another state or county, as provided in this 

subsection, in the absence of knowledge that the certificate is forged, fraudulent, or void, shall 

be a sufficient determination of the genuineness and regularity of the certificate and of the 

truth of the recitals therein, and no liability shall be incurred by any officer or employee of the 

director of finance by reason of so accepting the certificate. 

(d) The owner of every motor vehicle of the current, previous, and subsequent year model 

bought out-of-state, subsequently brought into the State, and subject to the use tax under 

chapter 238 shall provide with the application for registration proof of payment of the use tax 

pursuant to requirements established by the department of taxation. No registration certificate 

shall be issued without proof of payment of the use tax. 

(e) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the director of finance of the county in 

which the application for registration is sought shall not require proof of insurance as a 

condition to satisfy the requirements of this part. This subsection shall apply only to the initial 

registration of any motor vehicle. 

… 

§ 286-85. Reconstructed vehicles, approval required  



(a) No person shall operate a reconstructed vehicle upon a public highway unless it has been 

inspected and certified by the designated county agency as meeting the specifications and 

requirements established in rules and regulations adopted by the state director of 

transportation. 

(b) This section shall not apply to any vehicle which is subject to the rules and regulations of the 

public utilities commission governing safety of operation and equipment. 

(c) Each county through its chief executive officer, shall designate a county department, whose 

responsibilities shall include the inspection of reconstructed vehicles and the issuance of 

permits to operate reconstructed vehicles pursuant to standards established by the state 

director of transportation. 

(d) The state director of transportation shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91, establishing 

the fees an inspector may charge for the inspection of a reconstructed vehicle. 

(e) The department designated pursuant to subsection (c) shall identify to the county director 

of finance every vehicle that has been inspected and approved as a reconstructed vehicle. 

(f) This section shall not apply to any privately owned reconstructed vehicle in a county with a 

population of less than 500,000. 

§ 431:10C-104. Conditions of operation and registration of motor vehicles 

(a) Except as provided in section 431:10C-105, no person shall operate or use a motor vehicle 

upon any public street, road, or highway of this State at any time unless such motor vehicle is 

insured at all times under a motor vehicle insurance policy. 

(b) Every owner of a motor vehicle used or operated at any time upon any public street, road, 

or highway of this State shall obtain a motor vehicle insurance policy upon such vehicle which 

provides the coverage required by this article and shall maintain the motor vehicle insurance 

policy at all times for the entire motor vehicle registration period. 

(c) Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be subject to the provisions of 

section 431:10C-117(a). 

(d) The provisions of this article shall not apply to any vehicle owned by or registered in the 

name of any agency of the federal government, or to any antique motor vehicle as defined in 

section 249-1. 

§ 286-48. Certificates of ownership of salvaged motor vehicles 

(a) Whenever a motor vehicle subject to registration under this part is sold as salvage or 

conveyed to an insurance company, in the ordinary course of business or as the result of a total 

loss insurance settlement where the insurance company receives the certificates of registration 

and ownership, the purchaser or, if an insurance company its authorized agent, shall within ten 



days from the purchase, or the settlement of the insurance loss, forward the motor vehicle's 

endorsed certificate of ownership or other evidence of title, certificate of registration, license 

plates, and an application for a salvage certificate as provided for in section 286-44.5, to the 

director of finance. If the certificate of registration or one or both license plates are lost, an 

affidavit, duly notarized and signed by the party responsible for the compliance of this section 

stating that the party has no knowledge of the location of the certificate of registration or the 

license plates, shall be filed with the director of finance of the county having jurisdiction over 

the vehicle. In any event the certificate of ownership or other evidence of title shall be 

forwarded to the director of finance. 

(b) Upon receipt of the certificate of ownership, certificate of registration, license plates, and 

application for a salvage certificate, the director of finance shall issue a salvage certificate in the 

name of the purchaser or insurance company. 

(c) Upon resale of the salvage vehicle, the seller or, if the seller is an insurance company, its 

authorized agent shall transfer the salvage certificate and issue a bill of sale to the purchaser 

which shall be on a form prescribed by the director of finance. The seller shall notify the 

purchaser, in writing, of the requirements of this chapter regarding the recertification of 

salvage vehicles. The seller shall sell the salvage vehicle only to a person licensed pursuant to 

chapter 437B, sections 289-4, or 445-232, or any person who executes an affidavit which states 

whether or not the salvage vehicle would be used to construct a rebuilt vehicle as defined in 

section 286-2 and that if the salvage vehicle is to be rebuilt, the purchaser will register the 

rebuilt vehicle as required by this chapter. 

(d) In the event the salvage vehicle is rebuilt so as to be capable of again operating on the 

highways of this State, the motor vehicle shall not be licensed for such operation, nor shall the 

ownership thereof be transferred until there is submitted to the director of finance: 

(1) The prescribed bill of sale; 

(2) An appropriate application for registration of the rebuilt or restored motor vehicle along 

with the salvage certificate and a certificate of inspection signed by the registered or certified 

motor vehicle repair dealer who is bonded as required by section 437B-26, and who rebuilt the 

vehicle, attesting that the original recognized vehicle manufacturer's established repair 

procedures or specifications and allowable tolerances for the particular model and year were 

utilized and adhered to; and 

(3) Any other document and fee required by the director of finance. 

The counties may, by ordinance, establish the fee to be charged for the inspection of rebuilt 

motor vehicles. 

(e) Whenever a certificate of registration and certificate of ownership is issued for a motor 

vehicle with respect to which a salvage certificate has been previously issued, the new 

certificates shall conform to the requirements of section 286-47 and: 



(1) Bear the words “Rebuilt Vehicle”; and 

(2) Appear in such a manner as to distinguish them from the certificate of registration and 

certificate of ownership for motor vehicles other than rebuilt or restored motor vehicles. 

(f) In the event a total loss insurance settlement between an insurance company and its insured 

or a claimant for property damage caused by its insured results in the retention of the salvage 

vehicle by the insured or claimant, as the case may be, then in such event, the insurance 

company or its authorized agent shall notify, within ten days from the date of settlement, the 

director of finance of such retention by its insured or claimant, as the case may be, and shall 

notify its insured, or claimant as the case may be, in writing, of the requirements of this chapter 

regarding the recertification of salvage vehicles. The notification shall be on a form prescribed 

by the director of finance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hawaii Equipment Exemptions 

§ 291-31. Tail lights on vehicles, motorcycles and motor scooters 

(a) From thirty minutes after sunset to thirty minutes before sunrise, at any time while a 

vehicle, other than a bicycle, motorcycle or motor scooter, is operated on any public highway, 

there shall be displayed at the rear thereof at least two tail lights, spaced as far apart as 

practicable, which shall display red lights visible not less than two hundred feet from the rear 

thereof; provided that vehicles manufactured prior to 1968 originally equipped with a single 

tail light assembly need only display a single tail light; and where a registration number plate is 

required by law to be carried on the rear thereof, the same shall be illuminated by a white light 

in such manner that the registration number thereon can be plainly distinguished at a distance 

of not less than fifty feet from the rear thereof. 

(b) From thirty minutes after sunset to thirty minutes before sunrise, at any time while a 

motorcycle or motor scooter is operated on any public highway, there shall be displayed at the 

rear thereof, a tail light which shall display a red light visible not less than two hundred feet 

from the rear thereof; and if a registration number plate is required by law to be carried on the 

rear of the motorcycle or motor scooter, the same shall be illuminated by a white light in such 

manner that the registration number thereon can be plainly distinguished at a distance of not 

less than fifty feet from the rear thereof. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


