FLORIDA

Definitions:
Custom vehicle. A motor vehicle that Is 25 years old or older and of a model year after 1948 or
was manufactured to resemble a vehicle that is 25 years old or older and of a model year after
1948 and has been altered from the manufacturer's original design or has a body constructed
from nonoriginal materials.
Street rod. A motor vehicle that is of a model year of 1948 or older or was manufactured after
1948 to resemble a vehicle of a model year of 1948 or older; and has been altered from the
manufacturer's original design or has a body constructed from nonoriginal materials.
Rebuilt vehicle. A motor vehicle or mobile home built from salvage or junk
Assembled from parts. A motor vehicle or mobile home assembled from parts or combined
from parts of motor vehicles or mobile homes, new or used. “Assembled from parts” does not
mean a motor vehicle defined as a “rebuilt vehicle” in subparagraph 3., which has been
declared a total loss pursuant to s. 319.30.
Kit car. A motor vehicle assembled with a kit supplied by a manufacturer to rebuild a wrecked
or outdated motor vehicle with a new body kit.
Glider kit. A vehicle assembled with a kit supplied by a manufacturer to rebuild a wrecked or
outdated truck or truck tractor.
Replica. A complete new motor vehicle manufactured to look like an old vehicle.
Ancient motor vehicle. The owner of a motor vehicle for private use manufactured in model
year 1945 or earlier and operated on the streets and highways of this state.
Horseless Carriage. An automobile, truck or motorcycle weighing 5,000 pounds or less, for
private use, manufactured in 1945 or earlier.
Antique motor vehicle. A motor vehicle for private use manufactured in a model year after
1945 and of the age of 30 years or more after the model year and operated on the streets and
highways of this state may.
Collectible motor vehicle. Motor vehicles licensed under this section which have been issued a
“Collectible” license plate prior to October 1, 1999, may retain that license plate until the next
regularly scheduled replacement.
Former military vehicle. A vehicle, including a trailer, regardless of the vehicle's size, weight, or
year of manufacture, that was manufactured for use in any country's military forces and is
maintained to represent its military design and markings accurately.

Florida DMV Guidance
Acquiring a Title
In Florida, to obtain a certificate of title you must, at minimum, have the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Proof of identity
Proof of ownership
Proof of required insurance coverage. For additional information on insurance, please
visit the department’s What is Insurance?
Complete an Application for Certificate of Title With/Without Registration (HSMV form
82040).
Pay applicable sales tax and title and registration fees. For more information regarding
fees, please visit our fees page.

Florida Laws
From Florida Statutes:
319.23. Application for, and issuance of, certificate of title
(1) Application for a certificate of title shall be made upon a form prescribed by the
department, shall be filed with the department, and shall be accompanied by the fee
prescribed in this chapter. If a certificate of title has previously been issued for a motor vehicle
or mobile home in this state, the application for a certificate of title shall be accompanied by
the certificate of title duly assigned, or assigned and reassigned, unless otherwise provided for
in this chapter. If the motor vehicle or mobile home for which application for a certificate of
title is made is a new motor vehicle or new mobile home for which one or more manufacturers'
statements of origin are required by the provisions of s. 319.21, the application for a certificate
of title shall be accompanied by all such manufacturers' statements of origin.
(2) The applicant for a certificate of title shall indicate on the application if the motor vehicle is
to be used as a taxicab, police vehicle, or lease vehicle or if the motor vehicle or mobile home is
a rebuilt vehicle, as those terms are defined in s. 319.14. Upon issuance of a certificate of title
for such vehicle, the department shall stamp, in a conspicuous place on the title, words stating
the nature of the proposed use of the vehicle or stating that the vehicle has been rebuilt and
may have previously been declared a total loss vehicle due to damage. This subsection applies
to a mobile home, travel trailer, camping trailer, truck camper, or fifth-wheel recreation trailer
only when the mobile home or vehicle is a rebuilt vehicle as defined in s. 319.14.
(3) If a certificate of title has not previously been issued for a motor vehicle or mobile home in
this state, the application, unless otherwise provided for in this chapter, shall be accompanied
by a proper bill of sale or sworn statement of ownership, or a duly certified copy thereof, or by
a certificate of title, bill of sale, or other evidence of ownership required by the law of the state
or county from which the motor vehicle or mobile home was brought into this state. The
application shall also be accompanied by:
(a) 1. A sworn affidavit from the seller and purchaser verifying that the vehicle
identification number shown on the affidavit is identical to the vehicle identification
number shown on the motor vehicle; or
2. An appropriate departmental form evidencing that a physical examination has been made of
the motor vehicle by the owner and by a duly constituted law enforcement officer in any state,
a licensed motor vehicle dealer, a license inspector as provided by s. 320.58, or a notary public
commissioned by this state and that the vehicle identification number shown on such form is
identical to the vehicle identification number shown on the motor vehicle; and
(b) If the vehicle is a used car original, a sworn affidavit from the owner verifying that
the odometer reading shown on the affidavit is identical to the odometer reading shown

on the motor vehicle in accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. s. 580.5 at the
time that application for title is made. For the purposes of this section, the term “used
car original” means a used vehicle coming into and being titled in this state for the first
time.
(c) If the vehicle is an ancient or antique vehicle, as defined in s. 320.086, the application
shall be accompanied by a certificate of title; a bill of sale and a registration; or a bill of
sale and an affidavit by the owner defending the title from all claims. The bill of sale
must contain a complete vehicle description to include the vehicle identification or
engine number, year make, color, selling price, and signatures of the seller and
purchaser.
Verification of the vehicle identification number is not required for any new motor vehicle; any
mobile home; any trailer or semitrailer with a net weight of less than 2,000 pounds; or any
travel trailer, camping trailer, truck camper, or fifth-wheel recreation trailer.
(4) The application for a certificate of title for a motor vehicle or mobile home previously titled
or registered outside this state shall show on its face such fact and shall indicate the time and
place of the last issuance of certificate of title, or registration, of such motor vehicle or mobile
home outside this state and the name and address of the governmental officer, agency, or
authority making such registration, together with such further information relative to its
previous registration as may reasonably be required by the department, including the time and
place of original registration, if known, and if different from the last foreign registration. The
applicant shall surrender to the department all certificates, registration cards, or other evidence
of foreign registration as may be in his or her possession or under his or her control.
(5) The certificate of title issued by the department for a motor vehicle or mobile home
previously registered outside this state shall give the name of the state or country in which the
vehicle was last registered outside this state. The department shall use reasonable diligence in
ascertaining whether or not the facts in the application are true; and, if satisfied that the
applicant is the owner of the motor vehicle or mobile home and that the application is in the
proper form, it shall issue a certificate of title.
(6)(a) In the case of the sale of a motor vehicle or mobile home by a licensed dealer to a general
purchaser, the certificate of title must be obtained in the name of the purchaser by the dealer
upon application signed by the purchaser, and in each other case the certificate must be
obtained by the purchaser. In each case of transfer of a motor vehicle or mobile home, the
application for a certificate of title, a corrected certificate, or an assignment or reassignment
must be filed within 30 days after the delivery of the motor vehicle or after consummation of
the sale of the mobile home to the purchaser. An applicant must pay a fee of $20, in addition to
all other fees and penalties required by law, for failing to file such application within the
specified time. In the case of the sale of a motor vehicle by a licensed motor vehicle dealer to a
general purchaser who resides in another state or country, the dealer is not required to apply

for a certificate of title for the motor vehicle; however, the dealer must transfer ownership and
reassign the certificate of title or manufacturer's certificate of origin to the purchaser, and the
purchaser must sign an affidavit, as approved by the department, that the purchaser will title
and register the motor vehicle in another state or country.
(b) If a licensed dealer acquires a motor vehicle or mobile home as a trade-in, the dealer must
file with the department, within 30 days, a notice of sale signed by the seller. The department
shall update its database for that title record to indicate “sold.” A licensed dealer need not
apply for a certificate of title for any motor vehicle or mobile home in stock acquired for stock
purposes except as provided in s. 319.225.
(7) If an applicant for a certificate of title is unable to provide the department with a certificate
of title that assigns the prior owner's interest in the motor vehicle, the department may accept
a bond in the form prescribed by the department, along with an affidavit in a form prescribed
by the department, which includes verification of the vehicle identification number and an
application for title.
(a) The bond must be:
1. In a form prescribed by the department;
2. Executed by the applicant;
3. Issued by a person authorized to conduct a surety business in this state;
4. In an amount equal to two times the value of the vehicle as determined by the
department; and
5. Conditioned to indemnify all prior owners and lienholders and all subsequent
purchasers of the vehicle or persons who acquire a security interest in the vehicle, and
their successors in interest, against any expense, loss, or damage, including reasonable
attorney fees, occurring because of the issuance of the certificate of title for the vehicle
or for a defect in or undisclosed security interest on the right, title, or interest of the
applicant to the vehicle.
(b) An interested person has a right to recover on the bond for a breach of the bond's
condition. The aggregate liability of the surety to all persons may not exceed the amount of the
bond.
(c) A bond under this subsection expires on the third anniversary of the date the bond became
effective.
(d) The affidavit must:
1. Be in a form prescribed by the department;

2. Include the facts and circumstances under which the applicant acquired ownership
and possession of the motor vehicle;
3. Disclose that no security interests, liens, or encumbrances against the motor vehicle
are known to the applicant against the motor vehicle; and
4. State that the applicant has the right to have a certificate of title issued.
(8) The department shall in no event issue a certificate of title for any motor vehicle or mobile
home to any applicant until the applicant has shown that:
(a) All sales or use taxes due on the transfer of the motor vehicle or mobile home are
paid.
(b) A current motor vehicle registration as required by s. 320.02, except for a vehicle not
required by law to have such registration, has been obtained.
(c) In each case in which a mobile home or recreational vehicle-type unit is classified as
real property and an “RP” series sticker has been issued, the applicant has informed the
property appraiser of the county wherein the mobile home or recreational vehicle-type
unit is to be located of the intended site of the mobile home or recreational vehicle-type
unit.
(d) The provisions of s. 319.225 have been complied with.
(9) The title certificate or application for title must contain the applicant's full first name,
middle initial, last name, date of birth, sex, and the license plate number. An individual
applicant must provide a valid driver license or identification card issued by Florida or another
state, or a valid passport. A business applicant must provide a federal employer identification
number, if applicable; verification that the business is authorized to conduct business in the
state; or a Florida city or county business license or number. In lieu of the license plate number,
the individual or business applicant must provide an affidavit certifying that the motor vehicle
to be titled will not be operated upon the public highways of this state.
(10) The department, upon the issuance of a certificate of title for a mobile home upon which
no identification or serial number is affixed or ascertainable, may assign and require the
permanent affixation upon such mobile home of an identification number. Prior to the
assignment of any identification number, the department shall require satisfactory assurances
that the application for a certificate of title and identification number is not being made for any
unlawful purpose.
(11) The department shall use security procedures, processes, and materials in the preparation
and issuance of each certificate of title to prohibit to the extent possible a person's ability to
alter, counterfeit, duplicate, or modify the certificate of title.

(12) All titles, manufacturers' statements of origin, applications, and supporting documents
submitted with the application, including, but not limited to, odometer statements, vehicle
identification number verifications, bills of sale, indicia of ownership, dealer reassignments,
photographs, and any personal identification, affidavits, or documents required by or submitted
to the department, shall be retained by the department for not less than 10 years.
320.086. Ancient or antique motor vehicles; horseless carriage, antique, or historical license
plates; former military vehicles
(1) The owner of a motor vehicle for private use manufactured in model year 1945 or earlier
and operated on the streets and highways of this state shall, upon application in the manner
and at the time prescribed by the department and upon payment of the license tax for an
ancient motor vehicle prescribed by s. 320.08(1)(d), (2)(a), or (3)(e), be issued a special license
plate for such motor vehicle. The license plate shall be permanent and valid for use without
renewal so long as the vehicle is in existence. In addition to the payment of all other fees
required by law, the applicant shall pay such fee for the issuance of the special license plate as
may be prescribed by the department commensurate with the cost of its manufacture. The
registration numbers and special license plates assigned to such motor vehicles shall run in a
separate numerical series, commencing with “Horseless Carriage No. 1,” and the plates shall be
of a distinguishing color.
(2)(a) The owner of a motor vehicle for private use manufactured in a model year after 1945
and of the age of 30 years or more after the model year and operated on the streets and
highways of this state may, upon application in the manner and at the time prescribed by the
department and upon payment of the license tax prescribed by s. 320.08(1)(d), (2)(a), or (3)(e),
be issued a special license plate for such motor vehicle. In addition to the payment of all other
fees required by law, the applicant shall pay the fee for the issuance of the special license plate
prescribed by the department, commensurate with the cost of its manufacture. The registration
numbers and special license plates assigned to such motor vehicles shall run in a separate
numerical series, commencing with “Antique No. 1,” and the plates shall be of a distinguishing
color. The owner of the motor vehicle may, upon application and payment of the license tax
prescribed by s. 320.08, be issued a regular Florida license plate or specialty license plate in lieu
of the special “Antique” license plate.
(b) Motor vehicles licensed under this section which have been issued a permanent license
plate prior to October 1, 1999, shall maintain such plate unless the vehicle is transferred to a
new owner. Motor vehicles licensed under this section which have been issued a “Collectible”
license plate prior to October 1, 1999, may retain that license plate until the next regularly
scheduled replacement.
(3) The owner of an ancient or antique firefighting apparatus, former military vehicle, or other
historical motor vehicle 30 years old or older which is used only in exhibitions, parades, or
public display may, upon application in the manner and at the time prescribed by the

department and upon payment of the license tax prescribed by s. 320.08(2)(a), be issued a
license plate as prescribed in subsection (1) or subsection (2). License plates issued under this
subsection shall be permanent and valid for use without renewal as long as the vehicle is in
existence and its use is consistent with this subsection.
(4) Any person who is the registered owner of a motor vehicle as defined in this section and
manufactured in the model year 1974 or earlier may apply to the department for permission to
use a historical Florida license plate that clearly represents the model year of the vehicle as a
personalized prestige license plate. This plate shall be furnished by such person and shall be
presented to the department with a reasonable fee to be determined by the department for
approval and for authentication that the historic license plate and any applicable decals were
issued by this state in the same year as the model year of the car or truck. The requirements of
s. 320.0805(8)(b) do not apply to historical plates authorized under this subsection.
(5) A former military vehicle that is used only in exhibitions, parades, or public display is exempt
from the requirement to display a license plate or registration insignia if the exemption is
necessary to maintain the vehicle's accurate military markings. However, the license plate and
registration certificate issued under this section must be carried within the vehicle and available
for inspection by any law enforcement officer.
(6) For purposes of this section, “former military vehicle” means a vehicle, including a trailer,
regardless of the vehicle's size, weight, or year of manufacture, that was manufactured for use
in any country's military forces and is maintained to represent its military design and markings
accurately.
320.0863. Custom vehicles and street rods; registration and license plates
(1) As used in this section, the term:
(a) “Blue dot tail light” means a red lamp that contains a blue or purple insert that is not
more than one inch in diameter and is installed in the rear of a motor vehicle.
(b) “Custom vehicle” means a motor vehicle that:
1. Is 25 years old or older and of a model year after 1948 or was manufactured to
resemble a vehicle that is 25 years old or older and of a model year after 1948;
and
2. Has been altered from the manufacturer's original design or has a body
constructed from nonoriginal materials.
(c) “Street rod” means a motor vehicle that:
1. Is of a model year of 1948 or older or was manufactured after 1948 to
resemble a vehicle of a model year of 1948 or older; and

2. Has been altered from the manufacturer's original design or has a body
constructed from nonoriginal materials.
(2) The model year and year of manufacture which the body of a custom vehicle or street rod
resembles is the model year and year of manufacture listed on the certificate of title, regardless
of when the vehicle was actually manufactured.
(3) To register a street rod or custom vehicle, the owner shall apply to the department by
submitting a completed application form and providing:
(a) The license tax prescribed by s. 320.08(2)(a) and a processing fee of $3;
(b) A written statement that the vehicle will not be used for general daily transportation
but will be maintained for occasional transportation, exhibitions, club activities,
parades, tours, or other functions of public interest and similar uses; and
(c) A written statement that the vehicle meets state equipment and safety requirements
for motor vehicles. However, the vehicle must meet only the requirements that were in
effect in this state as a condition of sale in the year listed as the model year on the
certificate of title.
(4) The registration numbers and special license plates assigned to such vehicles shall run in a
separate series, commencing with “Custom Vehicle 1” or “Street Rod 1,” respectively, and the
plates shall be of a distinguishing color and design.
(5)(a) A vehicle registered under this section is exempt from any law or local ordinance that
requires periodic vehicle inspections or the use and inspection of emission controls.
(b) Such vehicle may also be equipped with blue dot tail lights for stop lamps, rear turning
indicator lamps, rear hazard lamps, and rear reflectors.
§ 319.14. Sale of motor vehicles registered or used as taxicabs, police vehicles, lease vehicles,
or rebuilt vehicles and nonconforming vehicles
(b) A person may not knowingly offer for sale, sell, or exchange a rebuilt vehicle until the
department has stamped in a conspicuous place on the certificate of title for the vehicle words
stating that the vehicle has been rebuilt or assembled from parts, or is a kit car, glider kit,
replica, flood vehicle, custom vehicle, or street rod vehicle unless proper application for a
certificate of title for a vehicle that is rebuilt or assembled from parts, or is a kit car, glider kit,
replica, flood vehicle, custom vehicle, or street rod vehicle has been made to the department in
accordance with this chapter and the department has conducted the physical examination of
the vehicle to assure the identity of the vehicle and all major component parts, as defined in s.
319.30(1), which have been repaired or replaced. Thereafter, the department shall affix a decal
to the vehicle, in the manner prescribed by the department, showing the vehicle to be rebuilt.
319.32. Fees; service charges; disposition

(1) The department shall charge a fee of $70 for each original certificate of title, except for a
certificate of title for a motor vehicle for hire registered under s. 320.08(6) for which the title
fee shall be $49; $70 for each duplicate copy of a certificate of title, except for a certificate of
title for a motor vehicle for hire registered under s. 320.08(6) for which the title fee shall be
$49; $2 for each salvage certificate of title; and $3 for each assignment by a lienholder. The
department shall also charge a fee of $2 for noting a lien on a title certificate, which fee
includes the services for the subsequent issuance of a corrected certificate or cancellation of
lien when that lien is satisfied. If an application for a certificate of title is for a vehicle that is
required by s. 319.14(1)(b) to have a physical examination, the department shall charge an
additional fee of $40 for the initial examination and $20 for each subsequent examination. The
initial examination fee shall be deposited into the General Revenue Fund, and each subsequent
examination fee shall be deposited into the Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund. The physical
examination of the vehicle includes, but is not limited to, verification of the vehicle
identification number and verification of the bill of sale or title for major components. In
addition to all other fees charged, a sum of $1 shall be paid for the issuance of an original or
duplicate certificate of title to cover the cost of materials used for security purposes. A service
fee of $2.50, to be deposited into the Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund, shall be charged for
shipping and handling for each paper title mailed by the department.
(2)(a) There shall be a service charge of $4.25 for each application that is handled in connection
with the issuance, duplication, or transfer of any certificate of title. There shall be a service
charge of $1.25 for each application that is handled in connection with the recordation or
notation of a lien on a motor vehicle or mobile home which is not in connection with the
purchase of such vehicle.
(b) The service charges specified in paragraph (a) shall be collected by the department on any
application handled directly from its office. Otherwise, these service charges shall be collected
and retained by the tax collector who handles the application.
(3) The department shall charge a fee of $10 in addition to that charged in subsection (1) for
each original certificate of title issued for a vehicle previously registered outside this state.
(4) The department shall charge a fee of $7 for each lien placed on a motor vehicle by the state
child support enforcement program pursuant to s. 319.24.
(5)(a) Forty-seven dollars of each fee collected, except for fees charged on a certificate of title
for a motor vehicle for hire registered under s. 320.08(6), for each applicable original certificate
of title and each applicable duplicate copy of a certificate of title, after deducting the service
charges imposed by s. 215.20, shall be deposited into the State Transportation Trust Fund.
Deposits to the State Transportation Trust Fund pursuant to this paragraph may not exceed
$200 million in any fiscal year, and any collections in excess of that amount during the fiscal
year shall be paid into the General Revenue Fund.

(b) All fees collected pursuant to subsection (3) shall be paid into the Nongame Wildlife Trust
Fund. Twenty-one dollars of each fee, except for fees charged on a certificate of title for a
motor vehicle for hire registered under s. 320.08(6), for each applicable original certificate of
title and each applicable duplicate copy of a certificate of title, after deducting the service
charges imposed by s. 215.20, shall be deposited into the State Transportation Trust Fund. All
other fees collected by the department under this chapter shall be paid into the General
Revenue Fund.
(6) Notwithstanding chapter 116, each county officer within this state authorized to collect
funds provided for in this chapter shall pay all sums officially received by the officer into the
State Treasury no later than 5 working days after the close of the business day in which the
officer received the funds. Payment by county officers to the state shall be made by means of
electronic funds transfer.
(7) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the department and tax collector may
not charge any fee or service charge, except for the expedited title fee, if applicable, for a
certificate of title issued for a motor vehicle solely to remove a deceased coowner from a title
registered in the names of two persons if the other coowner is the surviving spouse.
320.072. Additional fee imposed on certain motor vehicle registration transactions
(1) A fee of $225 is imposed upon the initial application for registration pursuant to s. 320.06 of
every motor vehicle classified in s. 320.08(2), (3), and (9)(c) and (d).
(2) The fee imposed by subsection (1) shall not apply to:
(a) Any registration renewal transaction.
(b) A transfer or exchange of a registration license plate from a motor vehicle that has
been disposed of to a newly acquired motor vehicle pursuant to s. 320.0609(2) or (5).
(c) Any initial registration resulting from transfer of title between coowners as provided
by s. 319.22, transfer of ownership by operation of law as provided by s. 319.28, or
transfer of title from a person to a member of that person's immediate family as defined
in s. 657.002 who resides in the same household.
(d) The registration of any motor vehicle owned by and operated exclusively for the
personal use of:
1. Any member of the United States Armed Forces, or his or her spouse or
dependent child, who is not a resident of this state and who is stationed in this
state while in compliance with military orders.
2. Any former member of the United States Armed Forces, or his or her spouse
or dependent child, who purchased such motor vehicle while stationed outside
of Florida, who has separated from the Armed Forces and was not dishonorably

discharged or discharged for bad conduct, who was a resident of this state at the
time of enlistment and at the time of discharge, and who applies for registration
of such motor vehicle within 6 months after discharge.
3. Any member of the United States Armed Forces, or his or her spouse or
dependent child, who was a resident of this state at the time of enlistment, who
purchased such motor vehicle while stationed outside of Florida, and who is now
reassigned by military order to this state.
4. Any spouse or dependent child of a member of the United States Armed
Forces who loses his or her life while on active duty or who is listed by the
Armed Forces as “missing-in-action.” Such spouse or child must be a resident of
this state and the servicemember must have been a resident of this state at the
time of enlistment. Registration of such motor vehicle must occur within 1 year
of the notification of the servicemember's death or of his or her status as
“missing-in-action.”
5. Any member of the United States Armed Forces, or his or her spouse or
dependent child, who was a resident of this state at the time of enlistment, who
purchased a motor vehicle while stationed outside of Florida, and who continues
to be stationed outside of Florida.
(e) The registration of any motor vehicle owned or exclusively operated by the state or
by any county, municipality, or other governmental entity.
(f) The registration of a truck defined in s. 320.08(3)(d).
(g) Any ancient or antique automobile or truck for private use registered pursuant to s.
320.086(1) or (2).
(3) A refund of the fee imposed under subsection (1) shall be granted to anyone who, within 3
months after paying such fee, sells, transfers, or otherwise disposes of a motor vehicle
classified in s. 320.08(2), (3), or (9)(c) or (d) in any transaction not exempt from the fee
pursuant to paragraph (2)(b), paragraph (2)(c), or paragraph (2)(d). A person requesting a
refund must present proof of having paid the fee pursuant to subsection (1) and must
surrender the license plate of the disposed-of vehicle.
(4) A tax collector or other authorized agent of the department shall promptly remit all moneys
collected pursuant to this section, less any refunds granted pursuant to subsection (3), to the
department. The department shall deposit 85.7 percent of such moneys into the State
Transportation Trust Fund and 14.3 percent into the Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund.
Notwithstanding any other law, the moneys deposited into the State Transportation Trust Fund
pursuant to this subsection shall be used by the Department of Transportation for the
following:

(a) The Florida Shared-Use Nonmotorized Trail Network established in s. 339.81, $25
million.
(b) The capital funding for the New Starts Transit Program, authorized by 49 U.S.C. s.
5309 and pursuant to s. 341.051, 3.4 percent.
(c) The Small County Outreach Program pursuant to s. 339.2818, 5 percent.
(d) The Florida Strategic Intermodal System pursuant to ss. 339.61-339.64, 20.6 percent.
(e) The Transportation Regional Incentive Program pursuant to s. 339.2819, 6.9 percent.
(f) All remaining funds for any transportation purpose authorized by law.
(5) The fee imposed in subsection (1) shall not apply if it is determined, pursuant to an affidavit
submitted by the owner on a form approved by the department, that the registration being
transferred is from a vehicle that is not operational, is in storage, or will not be operated on the
streets and highways of this state.

Florida Equipment Exemptions
316.221. Taillamps
(1) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer, and any other vehicle which is
being drawn at the end of a combination of vehicles, shall be equipped with at least two
taillamps mounted on the rear, which, when lighted as required in s. 316.217, shall emit a red
light plainly visible from a distance of 1,000 feet to the rear, except that passenger cars and
pickup trucks manufactured or assembled prior to January 1, 1972, which were originally
equipped with only one taillamp shall have at least one taillamp. On a combination of vehicles,
only the taillamps on the rearmost vehicle need actually be seen from the distance specified.
On vehicles equipped with more than one taillamp, the lamps shall be mounted on the same
level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable. An object, material, or covering that alters
the taillamp's visibility from 1,000 feet may not be placed, displayed, installed, affixed, or
applied over a taillamp.
(2) Either a taillamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed and placed as to illuminate with
a white light the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible from a distance of 50 feet to
the rear. Any taillamp or taillamps, together with any separate lamp or lamps for illuminating
the rear registration plate, shall be so wired as to be lighted whenever the headlamps or
auxiliary driving lamps are lighted. Dump trucks and vehicles having dump bodies are exempt
from the requirements of this subsection.
(3) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving
violation as provided in chapter 318.
316.226. Visibility requirements for reflectors, clearance lamps, identification lamps and
marker lamps
(1) Every reflector upon any vehicle referred to in s. 316.2225 shall be of such size and
characteristics and so maintained as to be readily visible at nighttime from all distances within
600 feet to 100 feet from the vehicle when directly in front of lawful lower beams of
headlamps, except that the visibility for reflectors on vehicles manufactured or assembled
prior to January 1, 1972, shall be measured in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps.
Reflectors required to be mounted on the sides of the vehicle shall reflect the required color of
light to the sides and those mounted on the rear shall reflect a red color to the rear.
(2) Front and rear clearance lamps and identification lamps shall be capable of being seen and
distinguished under normal atmospheric conditions at the times lights are required at all
distances between 550 feet from the front and rear, respectively, of the vehicle.
(3) Side marker lamps shall be capable of being seen and distinguished under normal
atmospheric conditions at the times lights are required at all distances between 550 feet from
the side of the vehicle on which mounted.

(4) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving
violation as provided in chapter 318.
316.251. Maximum bumper heights
(1) Every motor vehicle of net shipping weight of not more than 5,000 pounds shall be
equipped with a front and a rear bumper such that when measured from the ground to the
bottom of the bumper the maximum height shall be as follows:
NET WEIGHT
FRONT
REAR
Automobiles for private use:
Net weight of less than 2,500 pounds
22″
22″
Net weight of 2,500 pounds or more, but less than 3,500 pounds
24″
26″
Net weight of 3,500 pounds or more
27″
29″
Trucks:
Net weight of less than 2,000 pounds
24″
26″
Net weight of 2,000 or more, but not more than 3,000 pounds
27″
29″
Net weight of 3,000 pounds, but not more than 5,000 pounds
28″

30″
(2) “New motor vehicles” as defined in s. 319.001(9), “antique automobiles” as defined in s.
320.08, “horseless carriages” as defined in s. 320.086, and “street rods” as defined in s.
320.0863 shall be excluded from the requirements of this section.
(3) A violation of this section shall be defined as a moving violation. A person charged with a
violation of this section is subject to the penalty provided in s. 318.18.
316.261. Brake equipment required
Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer, and any combination of such vehicles,
operating upon a highway within this state shall be equipped with brakes in compliance with
the requirements of this chapter.
(1) Service brakes; adequacy.--Every such vehicle and combination of vehicles, except special
mobile equipment not designed to carry persons, shall be equipped with service brakes
adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold such vehicle under all conditions of
loading, and on any grade incident to its operation.
(2) Parking brakes; adequacy.--Every such vehicle and combination of vehicles shall be
equipped with parking brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on any grade on which it is
operated, under all conditions of loading, on a surface free of loose material. The parking
brakes shall be capable of being applied in conformance with the foregoing requirements by
the driver's muscular effort or by spring action or by equivalent means. Their operation may be
assisted by the service brakes or other source of power provided that failure of the service
brake actuation system or other power assisting mechanism will not prevent the parking brakes
from being applied in conformance with the foregoing requirements. The parking brakes shall
be so designed that when once applied they shall remain applied with the required
effectiveness despite exhaustion of any source of energy or leakage of any kind. The same
brakedrums, brakeshoes and lining assemblies, brakeshoe anchors, and mechanical brakeshoe
actuation mechanism normally associated with the wheel-brake assemblies may be used for
both the service brakes and the parking brakes. If the means of applying the parking brakes and
the service brakes are connected in any way, they shall be so constructed that failure of any
one part shall not leave the vehicle without operative brakes.
(3) Brakes on all wheels.--Every vehicle shall be equipped with brakes acting on all wheels
except:
…
(f) “Antique cars” as defined in s. 320.08, and “horseless carriages” as defined in s.
320.086.
(4) Automatic trailer brake application upon breakaway.--Every trailer, semitrailer, and pole
trailer with air or vacuum-actuated brakes, every trailer and semitrailer with a gross weight in

excess of 3,000 pounds, and every pole trailer with a gross weight in excess of 3,000 pounds
manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1972, shall be equipped with brakes acting on all
wheels and of such character as to be applied automatically and promptly, and remain applied
for at least 15 minutes, upon breakaway from the towing vehicle.
(5) Tractor brakes protected.--Every motor vehicle manufactured or assembled after January 1,
1972, and used to tow a trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer equipped with brakes, shall be
equipped with means for providing that in case of breakaway of the towed vehicle, the towing
vehicle will be capable of being stopped by the use of its service brakes.
(6) Trailer air reservoirs safeguarded.--Air brake systems installed on trailers manufactured or
assembled after January 1, 1972, shall be so designed that the supply reservoir used to provide
air for the brakes shall be safeguarded against backflow of air from the reservoir through the
supply line.
…
316.222. Stop lamps and turn signals
(1) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer shall be equipped with two or more
stop lamps meeting the requirements of s. 316.234(1). Motor vehicles, trailers, semitrailers and
pole trailers manufactured or assembled prior to January 1, 1972, shall be equipped with at
least one stop lamp. On a combination of vehicles, only the stop lamps on the rearmost vehicle
need actually be seen from the distance specified in s. 316.234(1).
(2) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer shall be equipped with electric turn
signal lamps meeting the requirements of s. 316.234(2).
(3) Passenger cars and trucks less than 80 inches in width, manufactured or assembled prior to
January 1, 1972, need not be equipped with electric turn signal lamps.
(4) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving
violation as provided in chapter 318.
316.239. Single-beam road-lighting equipment
(1) Headlamp systems which provide only a single distribution of light shall be permitted on all
farm tractors regardless of date of manufacture, and on other motor vehicles manufactured
and sold prior to January 1, 1972, in lieu of multiple-beam road-lighting equipment herein
specified if the single distribution of light complies with the following requirements and
limitations:
(a) The headlamps shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is not loaded none of the
high intensity portion of the light shall, at a distance of 25 feet ahead, project higher
than a level of five inches below the level of the center of the lamp from which it comes,

and in no case higher than 42 inches above the level on which the vehicle stands at a
distance of 75 feet ahead.
(b) The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at
least 200 feet.
(2) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving
violation as provided in chapter 318.
319.225. Transfer and reassignment forms; odometer disclosure statements
(4) Upon transfer or reassignment of a certificate of title to a used motor vehicle, the transferor
shall complete the odometer disclosure statement provided for by this section and the
transferee shall acknowledge the disclosure by signing and printing his or her name in the
spaces provided. This subsection does not apply to a vehicle that has a gross vehicle rating of
more than 16,000 pounds, a vehicle that is not self-propelled, or a vehicle that is 10 years old or
older. A lessor who transfers title to his or her vehicle without obtaining possession of the
vehicle shall make odometer disclosure as provided by 49 C.F.R. s. 580.7. Any person who fails
to complete or acknowledge a disclosure statement as required by this subsection is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. The
department may not issue a certificate of title unless this subsection has been complied with.

State of Florida
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES

Application for Registration of a Street Rod, Custom Vehicle,
Horseless Carriage or Antique (Permanent)
INSTRUCTIONS: COMPLETE APPLICATION AND CHECK APPLICABLE BOX

1

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name of Applicant
Street Address
City

________________________________

Applicant’s Email Address ______________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________ State _______________ Zip _______________________

Sex ______

Date of Birth ____________

Florida Driver License Number or FEID Number ______________________________

2

VEHICLE INFORMATION

YEAR ___________ MAKE ____________ BODY TYPE ______________ WEIGHT OF VEHICLE _____________ COLOR ______________
ENGINE OR ID# _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
TITLE# _______________________________________

PREVIOUS LICENSE PLATE# __________________________________

___

3

CERTIFICATION
(Check Applicable Box)
The vehicle described above is a “Street Rod” which is a modified motor vehicle manufactured prior to 1949. The vehicle meets state
equipment and safety requirements that were in effect in this state as a condition of sale in the year listed as the model year on the
certificate of title. The vehicle will only be used for exhibition and not for general transportation.
The vehicle described above is a “Custom Vehicle” which is a modified motor vehicle manufactured after 1948 and is 25 years old or older
and has been altered from the manufacturer’s original design or has a body constructed from non-original materials. The vehicle meets
state equipment and safety requirements that were in effect in this state as a condition of sale in the year listed as the model year on the
certificate of title. The vehicle will only be used for exhibition and not for general transportation.
The vehicle described above is a “Horseless Carriage” which is an automobile, truck or motorcycle weighing 5,000 pounds or less, for
private use, manufactured in 1945 or earlier. The license plate is permanent and valid for use without renewal as long as the vehicle is
owned by the same owner/registrant.
The vehicle described above is ONLY used in exhibitions, parades or public displays. It qualifies as one of the following:
A Firefighting Apparatus (30 years old or older).
A Former Military Vehicle (regardless of the vehicle’s age).
A Historical Motor Vehicle (30 years old or older).
Therefore, I am requesting the following type of license plate:
Horseless Carriage

I certify the above information is true and correct.

Antique (Permanent)

___________________________________________
(Signature of Applicant)

4

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION & REQUIREMENTS



A Street Rod or Custom Vehicle License Plate should be processed through your local county Tax Collector's Office or License Plate
Agency. The customer has the option of submitting a completed application for a permanent antique (for a qualifying firefighting vehicle
only) to the license plate agency or directly to the department for processing. Check your local phone book government pages or visit the
following website for current mailing addresses: http://www.flhsmv.gov/offices/



A Horseless Carriage or Permanent Antique (except for a qualifying firefighting vehicle) License Plate MUST be issued by the department. The
completed and signed form must be submitted to the following address for processing:

Title and Registration Issuance, MS# 72, 2900 Apalachee Parkway, Neil Kirkman Building, Tallahassee, FL. 32399, along with the following
documentation:
•
•
•

Copy of the vehicle registration or a copy of the Florida certificate of title.
Proof of insurance.
Applicable Fee (listed below), payable to DMV, which includes a mailing fee:
Permanent Antique Motor Vehicle
Horseless Carriage Motor Vehicle
Horseless Carriage Motorcycle

$46.50
$50.75
$50.50

Replacement for Permanent Antique Motor Vehicle $35.80
Replacement for Horseless Carriage Motor Vehicle $37.30
Replacement for Horseless Carriage Motorcycle
$37.30

Permanent Antique Firefighting apparatus/military vehicle
Replacement for Permanent Antique Firefighting apparatus/military vehicle
Permanent Horseless Carriage Firefighting apparatus/military vehicle
 Replacement for Horseless Carriage Firefighting apparatus/military vehicle
Add an additional $10, if the GVW weight is 10,000 lbs. or more.
NOTE: The Initial Registration Fee is not required on vehicles that are 30 years old or older.
HSMV 83045 (REV. 05/16)
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$46.50
$35.80
$60.75
$37.30

PROVISIONS OF LAW:
Section 320.086, Florida Statutes, reads:
(1) The owner of a motor vehicle for private use manufactured in 1945 or earlier, equipped with an engine
manufactured in 1945 or earlier or manufactured to the specifications of the original engine, and operated on the
streets and highways of this state shall, upon application in the manner and at the time prescribed by the department
and upon payment of the license tax for an ancient motor vehicle prescribed by s. 320.08(1)(d), (2)(a), or (3)(e), be
issued a special license plate for such motor vehicle. The license plate shall be permanent and valid for use without
renewal so long as the vehicle is in existence. In addition to the payment of all other fees required by law, the applicant
shall pay such fee for the issuance of the special license plate as may be prescribed by the department commensurate
with the cost of its manufacture. The registration numbers and special license plates assigned to such motor vehicles
shall run in a separate numerical series, commencing with “Horseless Carriage No. 1,” and the plates shall be of a
distinguishing color.
(2)(a) The owner of a motor vehicle for private use manufactured after 1945 and of the age of 30 years or more after
the date of manufacture, equipped with an engine of the age of 30 years or more after the date of manufacture, and
operated on the streets and highways of this state may, upon application in the manner and at the time prescribed by
the department and upon payment of the license tax prescribed by s. 320.08(1)(d), (2)(a), or (3)(e), be issued a special
license plate for such motor vehicle. In addition to the payment of all other fees required by law, the applicant shall pay
the fee for the issuance of the special license plate prescribed by the department, commensurate with the cost of its
manufacture. The registration numbers and special license plates assigned to such motor vehicles shall run in a
separate numerical series, commencing with “Antique No. 1,” and the plates shall be of a distinguishing color. The
owner of the motor vehicle may, upon application and payment of the license tax prescribed by s. 320.08, be issued a
regular Florida license plate or specialty license plate in lieu of the special “Antique” license plate.
(b) Motor vehicles licensed under this section which have been issued a permanent license plate prior to October 1,
1999, shall maintain such plate unless the vehicle is transferred to a new owner. Motor vehicles licensed under this
section which have been issued a “Collectible” license plate prior to October 1, 1999, may retain that license plate until
the next regularly scheduled replacement.
(3) The owner of an ancient or antique firefighting apparatus, former military vehicle, or other historical motor vehicle
30 years old or older which is used only in exhibitions, parades, or public display may, upon application in the manner
and at the time prescribed by the department and upon payment of the license tax prescribed by s. 320.08(2)(a), be
issued a license plate as prescribed in subsection (1) or subsection (2). License plates issued under this subsection
shall be permanent and valid for use without renewal as long as the vehicle is in existence and its use is consistent
with this subsection.
(4) Any person who is the registered owner of a motor vehicle as defined in this section and manufactured in the
model year 1974 or earlier may apply to the department for permission to use a historical Florida license plate that
clearly represents the model year of the vehicle as a personalized prestige license plate. This plate shall be furnished
by such person and shall be presented to the department with a reasonable fee to be determined by the department
for approval and for authentication that the historic license plate and any applicable decals were issued by this state in
the same year as the model year of the car or truck. The requirements of s. 320.0805(8)(b) do not apply to historical
plates authorized under this subsection.
(5) A former military vehicle that is used only in exhibitions, parades, or public display is exempt from the requirement
to display a license plate or registration insignia if the exemption is necessary to maintain the vehicle’s accurate
military markings. However, the license plate and registration certificate issued under this section must be carried
within the vehicle and available for inspection by any law enforcement officer.
(6) For purposes of this section, “former military vehicle” means a vehicle, including a trailer, regardless of the
vehicle’s size, weight, or year of manufacture, that was manufactured for use in any country’s military forces and is
maintained to represent its military design and markings accurately.
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