
Florida:  

Trailer Summary: 

 
Dimensions: Dimensions shall not exceed: a height of 13 feet 6 inches, a width of 102 inches*. 

* exclusive of safety devices determined by the department to be necessary for the safe and 

efficient operation of motor vehicles 

An automobile or boat transporter semitrailer may not exceed 50 feet in length, exclusive of the 

load; however, the load may extend up to an additional 6 feet beyond the rear of the trailer. 

Brakes: Every such vehicle and combination of vehicles shall be equipped with parking brakes 

adequate to hold the vehicle under all conditions. Every trailer and semitrailer with a gross 

weight in excess of 3,000 pounds, and every pole trailer with a gross weight in excess of 3,000 

pounds manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1972, shall be equipped with brakes acting 

on all wheels and of such character as to be applied automatically and promptly, and remain 

applied for at least 15 minutes, upon breakaway from the towing vehicle. 

Lighting/Reflectors:  Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer, and any other 

vehicle which is being drawn at the end of a combination of vehicles, shall be equipped with at 

least two taillamps mounted on the rear, which, when lighted shall emit a red light plainly visible 

from a distance of 1,000 feet to the rear. 

Hitch/Signals: When a vehicle is towing a trailer or semitrailer on a public road or highway by 

means of a trailer hitch to the rear of the vehicle, there shall be attached in addition thereto safety 

chains, cables, or other safety devices 

Mirrors: Every vehicle, operated singly or when towing any other vehicle, shall be equipped with 

a mirror so located as to reflect to the driver a view of the highway for a distance of at least 200 

feet to the rear of the motor vehicle 

Speed Limits: Except otherwise posted, the maximum speed limits for all vehicles must be 30 

miles per hour in business or residence districts, and 55 miles per hour at any time at all other 

locations 

Towing: When one vehicle is towing another vehicle the drawbar or other connection shall be of 

sufficient strength to pull all weight towed thereby, and said drawbar or other connection shall 

not exceed 15 feet from one vehicle to the other. When one vehicle is towing another vehicle and 

the connection consists of a chain, rope, or cable, there shall be displayed upon such connection 

a white flag or cloth not less than 12 inches square. 

Other: N/A 

 

 

FLORIDA STATUTES - TITLE XXIII  

 

316.003 Definitions.—The following words and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have 

the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this section, except where the context otherwise 

requires: 

 

(100) TRAILER.—Any vehicle with or without motive power, other than a pole trailer, 

designed for carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle. 

 

(91) TANDEM TRAILER TRUCK.—Any combination of a truck tractor, semitrailer, and 

trailer coupled together so as to operate as a complete unit. 



(92) TANDEM TRAILER TRUCK HIGHWAY NETWORK.—A highway network 

consisting primarily of four or more lanes, including all interstate highways; highways 

designated by the United States Department of Transportation as elements of the National 

Network; and any street or highway designated by the Florida Department of Transportation for 

use by tandem trailer trucks, in accordance with s. 316.515, except roads on which truck traffic 

was specifically prohibited on January 6, 1983. 

 

 

 

316.515 Maximum width, height, length.— 

(1) WIDTH LIMITATION.—The total outside width of any vehicle or the load thereon may 

not exceed 102 inches, exclusive of safety devices determined by the department to be necessary 

for the safe and efficient operation of motor vehicles. The use of public roads that do not have at 

least one through lane of 12 feet or more in width in each direction, and the use of public roads 

deemed unsafe for wider vehicles on the basis of safety and engineering analyses, by vehicles 

exceeding 96 inches in width may be restricted by the Department of Transportation or by local 

officials for streets and roads under their respective jurisdictions. The total outside width of a 

noncommercial travel trailer, camping trailer, truck camper, motor home, or private motor coach 

as defined in s. 320.01may be more than 102 inches if: 

(a) The excess width is attributable to appurtenances that do not extend beyond the exterior 

rearview mirrors installed on the motor home by the manufacturer or the exterior rearview 

mirrors of the tow vehicle; and 

(b) The exterior rearview mirrors only extend the distance necessary to provide the 

appropriate field of view for the vehicle before the appurtenances are attached. 

(2) HEIGHT LIMITATION.—No vehicle may exceed a height of 13 feet 6 inches, inclusive 

of load carried thereon. However, an automobile transporter may measure a height not to exceed 

14 feet, inclusive of the load carried thereon. 

(3) LENGTH LIMITATION.—Except as otherwise provided in this section, length 

limitations apply solely to a semitrailer or trailer, and not to a truck tractor or to the overall 

length of a combination of vehicles. No combination of commercial motor vehicles coupled 

together and operating on the public roads may consist of more than one truck tractor and two 

trailing units. Unless otherwise specifically provided for in this section, a combination of 

vehicles not qualifying as commercial motor vehicles may consist of no more than two units 

coupled together; such nonqualifying combination of vehicles may not exceed a total length of 

65 feet, inclusive of the load carried thereon, but exclusive of safety and energy conservation 

devices approved by the department for use on vehicles using public roads. Notwithstanding any 

other provision of this section, a truck tractor-semitrailer combination engaged in the 

transportation of automobiles or boats may transport motor vehicles or boats on part of the power 

unit; and, except as may otherwise be mandated under federal law, an automobile or boat 

transporter semitrailer may not exceed 50 feet in length, exclusive of the load; however, the load 

may extend up to an additional 6 feet beyond the rear of the trailer. The 50-feet length limitation 

does not apply to non-stinger-steered automobile or boat transporters that are 65 feet or less in 

overall length, exclusive of the load carried thereon, to stinger-steered boat transporters that are 

75 feet or less in overall length, exclusive of the load carried thereon. For purposes of this 

subsection, a “stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter” is an automobile or boat 

transporter configured as a semitrailer combination wherein the fifth wheel is located on a drop 
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frame located behind and below the rearmost axle of the power unit. Automobile transporters 

operating under this subsection may backhaul cargo or general freight if the weight of such cargo 

or freight does not exceed the limits imposed under s. 316.535. Notwithstanding paragraphs (a) 

and (b), any straight truck or truck tractor-semitrailer combination engaged in the transportation 

of horticultural trees may allow the load to extend up to an additional 10 feet beyond the rear of 

the vehicle, provided the trees are resting against a retaining bar mounted above the truck bed so 

that the root balls of the trees rest on the floor and to the front of the truck bed and the tops of the 

trees extend up over and to the rear of the truck bed, and provided the overhanging portion of the 

load is covered with protective fabric. 

 (a) Straight trucks.— A straight truck may not exceed a length of 40 feet in extreme overall 

dimension, exclusive of safety and energy conservation devices approved by the department for 

use on vehicles using public roads. A straight truck may attach a forklift to the rear of the cargo 

bed, provided the overall combined length of the vehicle and the forklift does not exceed 50 feet. 

Except as otherwise provided in this section, a straight truck may tow no more than one trailer, 

and the overall length of the truck-trailer combination may not exceed 68 feet, including the load 

thereon. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, a truck-trailer combination 

engaged in the transportation of boats, or boat trailers whose design dictates a front-to-rear 

stacking method may not exceed the length limitations of this paragraph exclusive of the load; 

however, the load may extend up to an additional 6 feet beyond the rear of the trailer. 

(b) Semitrailers.— 

1. A semitrailer operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination may not exceed 48 feet 

in extreme overall outside dimension, measured from the front of the unit to the rear of the unit 

and the load carried thereon, exclusive of safety and energy conservation devices approved by 

the department for use on vehicles using public roads, unless it complies with subparagraph 2. A 

semitrailer which exceeds 48 feet in length and is used to transport divisible loads may operate in 

this state only if issued a permit under s. 316.550 and if such trailer meets the requirements of 

this chapter relating to vehicle equipment and safety. Except for highways on the tandem trailer 

truck highway network, public roads deemed unsafe for longer semitrailer vehicles or those 

roads on which such longer vehicles are determined not to be in the interest of public 

convenience shall, in conformance with s. 316.006, be restricted by the Department of 

Transportation or by the local authority to use by semitrailers not exceeding a length of 48 feet, 

inclusive of the load carried thereon but exclusive of safety and energy conservation devices 

approved by the department for use on vehicles using public roads. Truck tractor-semitrailer 

combinations shall be afforded reasonable access to terminals; facilities for food, fuel, repairs, 

and rest; and points of loading and unloading. 

2. A semitrailer which is more than 48 feet but not more than 57 feet in extreme overall 

outside dimension, as measured pursuant to subparagraph 1., may operate on public roads, 

except roads on the State Highway System which are restricted by the Department of 

Transportation or other roads restricted by local authorities, if: 

a. The distance between the kingpin or other peg that locks into the fifth wheel of a truck 

tractor and the center of the rear axle or rear group of axles does not exceed 41 feet, or, in the 

case of a semitrailer used exclusively or primarily to transport vehicles in connection with 

motorsports competition events, the distance does not exceed 46 feet from the kingpin to the 

center of the rear axles; and 

b. It is equipped with a substantial rear-end underride protection device meeting the 

requirements of 49 C.F.R. s. 393.86, “Rear End Protection.” 
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(c) Tandem trailer trucks.— 

1. Except for semitrailers and trailers of up to 28 ½ feet in length which existed on 

December 1, 1982, and which were actually and lawfully operating on that date, no semitrailer or 

trailer operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination may exceed a length of 28 feet 

in extreme overall outside dimension, measured from the front of the unit to the rear of the unit 

and the load carried thereon, exclusive of safety and energy conservation devices approved by 

the Department of Transportation for use on vehicles using public roads. 

2.   Tandem trailer trucks conforming to the weight and size limitations of this chapter and in 

immediate transit to or from a terminal facility as defined in this chapter may operate on the 

public roads of this state except for residential neighborhood streets restricted by the Department 

of Transportation or local jurisdictions. In addition, the Department of Transportation or local 

jurisdictions may restrict these vehicles from using streets and roads under their maintenance 

responsibility on the basis of safety and engineering analyses, provided that the restrictions are 

consistent with this chapter. The Department of Transportation shall develop safety and 

engineering standards to be used by all jurisdictions when identifying public roads and streets to 

be restricted from tandem trailer truck operations. 

3. Except as otherwise provided in this section, within 5 miles of the Federal National 

Network for large trucks, tandem trailer trucks shall be afforded access to terminals; facilities for 

food, fuel, repairs, and rest; and points of loading and unloading. 

4.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, all local system tandem trailer 

truck route review procedures must be consistent with those adopted by the Department of 

Transportation. 

5. Tandem trailer trucks employed as household goods carriers and conforming to the weight 

and size limitations of this chapter shall be afforded access to points of loading and unloading on 

the public streets and roads of this state, except for streets and roads that have been restricted 

from use by such vehicles on the basis of safety and engineering analyses by the jurisdiction 

responsible for maintenance of the streets and roads. 

(d) Maxi-cube vehicles.—Maxi-cube vehicles shall be allowed to operate on routes open to 

tandem trailer trucks under the same conditions applicable to tandem trailer trucks as specified 

by this section. 

(4) LOAD EXTENSION LIMITATION.—The load upon any vehicle operated alone, or the 

load upon the front vehicle of a combination of vehicles, may not extend more than 3 feet 

beyond the front wheels of the vehicle or the front bumper of the vehicle if it is equipped with a 

bumper. However, the load upon any stinger-steered automobile transporter may not extend 

more than 4 feet beyond the front bumper of the vehicle. 

(a) The limitations of this subsection do not apply to bicycle racks carrying bicycles on public 

sector transit vehicles. 

(b) This subsection does not apply to a front-end loading collection vehicle, when: 

1. The front-end loading mechanism and container or containers are in the lowered position; 

2. The vehicle is engaged in collecting solid waste or recyclable or recovered materials; 

3. The vehicle is being operated at speeds less than 20 miles per hour with the vehicular hazard-

warning lights activated; and 

4. The extension does not exceed 8 feet 6 inches. 

(5) IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY AND FARM EQUIPMENT; AGRICULTURAL 

TRAILERS; FORESTRY EQUIPMENT; SAFETY REQUIREMENTS.— 



(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, straight trucks, agricultural tractors, citrus 

harvesting equipment, citrus fruit loaders, and cotton module movers, not exceeding 50 feet in 

length, or any combination of up to and including three implements of husbandry, including the 

towing power unit, and any single agricultural trailer with a load thereon or any agricultural 

implements attached to a towing power unit, or a self-propelled agricultural implement or an 

agricultural tractor, is authorized for the purpose of transporting peanuts, grains, soybeans, citrus, 

cotton, hay, straw, or other perishable farm products from their point of production to the first 

point of change of custody or of long-term storage, and for the purpose of returning to such point 

of production, or for the purpose of moving such tractors, movers, and implements from one 

point of agricultural production to another, by a person engaged in the production of any such 

product or custom hauler, if such vehicle or combination of vehicles otherwise complies with 

this section. The Department of Transportation may issue overlength permits for cotton module 

movers greater than 50 feet but not more than 55 feet in overall length. Such vehicles shall be 

operated in accordance with all safety requirements prescribed by law and rules of the 

Department of Transportation. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, equipment not exceeding 136 inches in 

width and not capable of speeds exceeding 20 miles per hour which is used exclusively for 

harvesting forestry products is authorized for the purpose of transporting equipment from one 

point of harvest to another point of harvest, not to exceed 10 miles, by a person engaged in the 

harvesting of forestry products. Such vehicles must be operated during daylight hours only, in 

accordance with all safety requirements prescribed by s. 316.2295(5) and (6). 

(c) The width and height limitations of this section do not apply to farming or agricultural 

equipment, whether self-propelled, pulled, or hauled, when temporarily operated during daylight 

hours upon a public road that is not a limited access facility as defined in s. 334.03(12), and the 

width and height limitations may be exceeded by such equipment without a permit. To be 

eligible for this exemption, the equipment shall be operated within a radius of 50 miles of the 

real property owned, rented, managed, harvested, or leased by the equipment owner. However, 

equipment being delivered by a dealer to a purchaser is not subject to the 50-mile limitation. 

Farming or agricultural equipment greater than 174 inches in width must have one warning lamp 

mounted on each side of the equipment to denote the width and must have a slow-moving 

vehicle sign. Warning lamps required by this paragraph must be visible from the front and rear of 

the vehicle and must be visible from a distance of at least 1,000 feet. 

(d) The operator of equipment operated under this subsection is responsible for verifying 

that the route used has adequate clearance for the equipment. 

(6) TOUR TRAINS.—Any tour train or similar operation which has been continuously 

conducted for 120 days prior to the date this chapter becomes law is also authorized hereunder, 

subject to the length restriction and other restrictions imposed by law, not in conflict with the 

provisions of this chapter. 

(7) FIRE OR EMERGENCY VEHICLES, UTILITY VEHICLES, AND OTHER 

VEHICLES TRANSPORTING NONDIVISIBLE LOADS.—The length limitations imposed by 

this section do not apply to: 

(a) Vehicles of a fire department or emergency vehicles owned or operated by governmental 

entities. 

(b) Utility vehicles owned or operated by governmental entities or public utility 

corporations, or operated under contract with such entities or corporations: 
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1. When transporting poles during daytime, except on weekends and holidays, as defined in 

the rules of the Department of Transportation, and when the vehicle and load do not exceed 120 

feet in overall length, provided proper flags are located at the rearmost end of the load. However, 

such movements with an overall length in excess of 75 feet: 

a. Shall be equipped with a working warning light device. 

b. Shall be accompanied by a company-provided flasher-equipped escort vehicle when 

making turns within corporate city limits. 

2.a. When transporting poles during nighttime and when the vehicle and load do not exceed 

120 feet in overall length. Such movements shall be equipped with a working warning light 

device and shall be accompanied by one leading and one trailing company-provided flasher-

equipped escort vehicle. 

b. The provisions of sub-subparagraph a. notwithstanding, for vehicles and loads with 

overall lengths not exceeding 85 feet and being transported under emergency conditions, only a 

single trailing company-owned flasher-equipped escort vehicle shall be required, provided that 

the pole being transported shall be equipped with active marker lights, visible from both sides, at 

a maximum of 6-foot intervals mounted along the pole or trailer extending the length of the 

trailer and at 36-inch intervals along the pole extending beyond the rear of the trailer. 

3. When transporting poles during emergencies or required maintenance. Such movements 

may be made on all days and at all hours, provided the respective daytime or nighttime 

requirements are otherwise met. 

4. When operating flasher-equipped straight truck utility vehicles that have permanently 

mounted equipment that extends up to 9 feet beyond the front bumper, provided: 

a. Such equipment, when in the travel position, is supported in such a manner that it has a 

minimum of 80 inches clearance above the roadway; 

b. Such equipment is illuminated on the forwardmost sides with high visibility reflective 

tape; 

c. The respective daytime and nighttime requirements for operation are otherwise met; 

d. Nighttime emergency or required maintenance operation of such utility vehicles with 

overall lengths in excess of 50 feet are led by a company-provided flasher-equipped escort 

vehicle; and 

e. Trailers are not pulled by utility vehicles over 50 feet in length. 

A flasher-equipped escort vehicle is defined as an automobile or truck that closely accompanies 

an over dimensional vehicle or load carried thereon to alert approaching traffic of that vehicle or 

load. Such escort vehicles shall be equipped with a working warning light device, as defined in 

this subsection, except that such device shall be located on top of the escort vehicle. Warning light 

devices required in this subsection shall be consistent with size, color, type, intensity, and 

mounting requirements developed by the Department of Transportation. 

(c) Truck tractor-semitrailer or pole trailer combination vehicles transporting poles or other 

objects of a structural nature that cannot be readily dismembered, when operating in the daytime, 

excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays and when the vehicle and load do not exceed 75 feet 

when proper flags are displayed as required in s. 316.228. 

(d) Vehicles transporting tree-length unprocessed logs, when operating in the daytime and 

when the vehicle and load do not exceed 75 feet; but, in respect to such movement, proper flags 

shall be located at the extreme ends of the load. 

(e) Straight trucks transporting poles or other objects of a structural nature that cannot be 

readily dismembered, when operating in the daytime, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and 
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holidays, when the load does not extend past the rearmost part of the vehicle more than one-half 

the length of the permanent bed or cargo-carrying structure of the vehicle, when at least two-

thirds of the length of the cargo rests on the bed or cargo-carrying structure, when the load 

complies with subsection (4), and when proper flags are displayed in accordance with s. 316.228. 

(8) WRECKERS.—The limitations imposed by this section do not apply to a combination of 

motor vehicles consisting of a wrecker licensed in accordance with s. 320.08(5)(d) or (e) and a 

disabled motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, or tractor-trailer combination, or a replacement motor 

vehicle, which is under tow by the wrecker, if the size and weight of the towed vehicle is 

consistent with statutory requirements and the requirements of this subsection. 

(a) The limitations imposed by this section do not apply to a combination of motor vehicles 

consisting of a wrecker licensed under the International Registration Plan and a disabled motor 

vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, tractor-trailer combination, or a replacement motor vehicle, which is 

under tow by the wrecker, if the size and weight of the towed vehicle is consistent with statutory 

requirements and the requirements of this subsection. 

(b) However, a wrecker may not tow a disabled nonconforming vehicle operating under a 

current special use permit or permits where the combined weight of the wrecker and the towed 

nonconforming vehicle exceeds the permitted weight of the towed vehicle’s permit. 

(c) Where the combined weight of the wrecker and the towed vehicle exceeds the maximum 

weight limits as established by s. 316.535, the wrecker must be operating under a current 

wrecker special use permit or permits as provided in s. 316.550(5) or in accordance with 

paragraph (b). 

(d) The limitations imposed by this section do not apply to a combination of motor vehicles 

consisting of a wrecker licensed in accordance with s. 320.08(5)(d) or (e) and a nondisabled 

tractor-trailer combination that is under tow by the wrecker, if the tractor-trailer combination is 

being towed by the wrecker in an emergency situation as directed by a law enforcement officer. 

No wrecker shall tow a nondisabled tractor-trailer combination except in an emergency situation 

as directed by a law enforcement officer, or as provided in s. 715.07. 

(9) BUSES AND PRIVATE MOTOR COACHES.— 

(a) Anything in this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, no bus or private motor coach 

may exceed a length of 50 feet, for a single-unit coach, or 65 feet, for an articulated coach. No 

bus or private motor coach may exceed a width of 102 inches, exclusive of safety equipment. 

(b) School buses which are subject to the provisions of s. 316.615 or chapter 1006 are 

exempt from the provisions of this subsection. 

(10) AUTOMOBILE TOWAWAY AND DRIVEAWAY OPERATIONS.—An automobile 

towaway or driveaway operation transporting new or used trucks may use what is known to the 

trade as “saddle mounts” if the overall length does not exceed 97 feet and no more than three 

saddle mounts are towed. Such combinations may include one full mount. Saddle mount 

combinations must also comply with the applicable safety regulations in 49 C.F.R. s. 393.71. 

(11) REFUSE COLLECTION AND TRANSPORT VEHICLES.—A combination of 

vehicles up to five in number is authorized for the sole purpose of collecting refuse and 

transporting refuse to a dump. Such a vehicle or combination of vehicles shall be covered in such 

a manner that refuse transported therein does not spill from the vehicles, shall otherwise comply 

with the provisions of this section, and shall use the state roads only to the extent necessary to 

collect and dispose of refuse. 

(12) TURNPIKE LIMITATIONS.—The adopted vehicle width, height, and length rules of 

the Florida Turnpike are in addition to the requirements of this section. Vehicles seeking to 
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operate on the turnpike shall meet the requirements of the rules adopted by the Department of 

Transportation for the turnpike. 

(13) MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT.—The vehicular dimensional limitations imposed by 

this section do not apply to equipment owned or operated by the Department of Transportation 

when performing maintenance operations on public roads during daylight hours. However, such 

equipment shall be operated in accordance with all safety requirements prescribed by law and 

Department of Transportation rules. 

(14) MANUFACTURED BUILDINGS.—The Department of Transportation may, in its 

discretion and upon application and good cause shown therefor that the same is not contrary to 

the public interest, issue a special permit for truck tractor-semitrailer combinations where the 

total number of overwidth deliveries of manufactured buildings, as defined in s. 553.36(13), may 

be reduced by permitting the use of an overlength trailer of no more than 54 feet. 

(15) MOTOR HOMES.—No motor home may exceed a length of 45 feet exclusive of 

bumpers and safety devices. 

316.516 Width, height, and length; inspection; penalties.— 

(1) Any law enforcement officer, as prescribed in s. 316.640, or any weight inspector of the 

Department of Transportation, as prescribed in s. 316.545(1), who has reason to believe that the 

width, height, or length of a vehicle or combination of vehicles and the load thereon is not in 

conformance with s. 316.515 is authorized to require the driver to stop and submit such vehicle 

and load to measurement of its width, height, or length. 

(2) Whenever an officer, upon measuring a vehicle or combination of vehicles and the load 

thereon, determines that such vehicle exceeds the dimensional criteria established in s. 316.515 

and that no valid special permit exists for such vehicle or vehicles, the officer may require the 

driver to stop the vehicle in a suitable place and leave it standing until either: 

(a) A special permit is obtained in accordance with s. 316.550; or 

(b) All offending irregularities are corrected. 

(3) Special permit fees and civil penalties that may be incurred pursuant to the requirements 

of this section are in addition to the citation for a nonmoving violation and the penalties that may 

be imposed under chapter 318. 

(4) Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter, penalties for violation of the maximum 

limits for width, height, and length provided for in s. 316.515 are as follows: 

(a) Two hundred and fifty dollars per foot of violation or any portion thereof for width and 

height limit violations. 

(b)1. Forty dollars for length limit violations not exceeding 2 feet over the length limit; 

2. One hundred dollars for length limit violations of greater than 2 feet but not exceeding 10 

feet over the length limit; or 

3. Two hundred and fifty dollars for length limit violations of greater than 10 feet, plus $250 

for every additional foot or any portion thereof that exceeds 11 feet over the length limit. 

(c) No individual penalty issued under the provisions of this subsection shall exceed $1,000 

for each width, height, or length violation. 

(5) All penalties imposed for violations of this section shall be assessed, collected, and 

deposited in accordance with the provisions of s. 316.545(6). 

 

316.530 Towing requirements.— 

(1) When one vehicle is towing another vehicle the drawbar or other connection shall be of 

sufficient strength to pull all weight towed thereby, and said drawbar or other connection shall 
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not exceed 15 feet from one vehicle to the other except the connection between any two vehicles 

transporting poles, pipe, machinery or other objects of structural nature which cannot readily be 

dismembered. When one vehicle is towing another vehicle and the connection consists of a 

chain, rope, or cable, there shall be displayed upon such connection a white flag or cloth not less 

than 12 inches square. 

(2) When a vehicle is towing a trailer or semitrailer on a public road or highway by means of 

a trailer hitch to the rear of the vehicle, there shall be attached in addition thereto safety chains, 

cables, or other safety devices that comply with 49 C.F.R. subpart F, ss. 393.71(g)(2)(1) and 

393.71(h)(10) from the trailer or semitrailer to the vehicle. These safety chains, cables, or other 

safety devices shall be of sufficient strength to maintain connection of the trailer or semitrailer to 

the pulling vehicle under all conditions while the trailer or semitrailer is being towed by the 

vehicle. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to trailers or semitrailers using a hitch 

known as a fifth wheel nor to farm equipment traveling less than 20 miles per hour. 

(3) Whenever a motor vehicle becomes disabled upon the highways of this state and a 

wrecker or tow truck is required to remove it to a repair shop or other appropriate location, if the 

combined weights of those two vehicles and the loads thereon exceed the maximum allowable 

weights as established by s. 316.535, no penalty shall be assessed either vehicle or driver. 

However, this exception shall not apply to the load limits for bridges and culverts established by 

the department as provided in s. 316.555. 

(4) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a moving 

violation as provided in chapter 318. 

 

316.535 Maximum weights.— 

(1) The gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of any one axle of a vehicle 

shall not exceed 20,000 pounds. 

(2) For the purposes of this chapter, an “axle load” shall be defined as the total load 

transmitted to the road by all wheels whose centers are included between two parallel transverse 

vertical planes 40 inches apart, extending across the full width of the vehicle. 

(3) Subject to the limit upon the weight imposed upon the highways through any one axle as 

set forth herein, the total weight with load imposed upon the highway by all the axles of a 

vehicle or combination of vehicles shall not exceed the gross weight given for the respective 

distance between the first and last axle of the vehicle or combination of vehicles, measured 

longitudinally to the nearest foot as set forth in the following table: 

Distance in feet 

between first and 

last axles of ve- 

hicles or combi- 

nation of vehicles. 

Maximum load in 

pounds on all 

axles. 

4. . . . . . . . . . 40,000 

5. . . . . . . . . . 40,000 

6. . . . . . . . . . 40,000 

7. . . . . . . . . . 40,000 

8. . . . . . . . . . 40,000 

9. . . . . . . . . . 44,140 

10. . . . . . . . . . 44,980 



Distance in feet 

between first and 

last axles of ve- 

hicles or combi- 

nation of vehicles. 

Maximum load in 

pounds on all 

axles. 

11. . . . . . . . . . 45,810 

12. . . . . . . . . . 46,640 

13. . . . . . . . . . 47,480 

14. . . . . . . . . . 48,310 

15. . . . . . . . . . 49,150 

16. . . . . . . . . . 49,980 

17. . . . . . . . . . 50,810 

18. . . . . . . . . . 51,640 

19. . . . . . . . . . 52,480 

20. . . . . . . . . . 53,310 

21. . . . . . . . . . 54,140 

22. . . . . . . . . . 54,980 

23. . . . . . . . . . 55,810 

24. . . . . . . . . . 56,640 

25. . . . . . . . . . 57,470 

26. . . . . . . . . . 58,310 

27. . . . . . . . . . 59,140 

28. . . . . . . . . . 59,970 

29. . . . . . . . . . 60,810 

30. . . . . . . . . . 61,640 

31. . . . . . . . . . 62,470 

32. . . . . . . . . . 63,310 

33. . . . . . . . . . 64,140 

34. . . . . . . . . . 64,970 

35. . . . . . . . . . 65,800 

36. . . . . . . . . . 66,610 

(4) With respect to the Interstate Highway System, in all cases in which it exceeds state law 

in effect on January 4, 1975, the overall gross weight on a group of two or more consecutive 

axles of a vehicle or combination of vehicles, including all enforcement tolerances, shall be as 

determined by the following formula: 

W = 500((LN ÷ (N–1)) + 12N + 36) 

where W = the overall gross weight on any group of two or more consecutive axles to the nearest 

500 pounds; L = the distance in feet between the extremes of any group of two or more 

consecutive axles; and N = the number of axles in the group under consideration. Such overall 

gross weight of any vehicle or combination of vehicles may not exceed 80,000 pounds, including 

all enforcement tolerances. 

(5) With respect to those highways not in the Interstate Highway System, in all cases in 

which it exceeds state law in effect on January 4, 1975, the overall gross weight on the vehicle or 



combination of vehicles, including all enforcement tolerances, shall be as determined by the 

following formula: 

W = 500((LN ÷ (N–1)) + 12N + 36) 

where W = overall gross weight of the vehicle to the nearest 500 pounds; L = distance in feet 

between the extreme of the external axles; and N = number of axles on the vehicle. However, 

such overall gross weight of any vehicle or combination of vehicles may not exceed 80,000 

pounds including all enforcement tolerances. 

(6) Dump trucks, concrete mixing trucks, trucks engaged in waste collection and disposal, 

and fuel oil and gasoline trucks designed and constructed for special type work or use, when 

operated as a single unit, shall be subject to all safety and operational requirements of law, 

except that any such vehicle need not conform to the axle spacing requirements of this section 

provided that such vehicle shall be limited to a total gross load, including the weight of the 

vehicle, of 20,000 pounds per axle plus scale tolerances and shall not exceed 550 pounds per 

inch width tire surface plus scale tolerances. No vehicle operating pursuant to this section shall 

exceed a gross weight, including the weight of the vehicle and scale tolerances, of 70,000 

pounds. Any vehicle violating the weight provisions of this section shall be penalized as 

provided in s. 316.545. 

(7) The Department of Transportation shall adopt rules to implement this section, shall 

enforce this section and the rules adopted hereunder, and shall publish and distribute tables and 

other publications as deemed necessary to inform the public. 

(8) Except as hereinafter provided, no vehicle or combination of vehicles exceeding the 

gross weights specified in subsections (3), (4), (5), and (6) shall be permitted to travel on the 

public highways within the state. 

 

 

320.01 Definitions, general.—As used in the Florida Statutes, except as otherwise provided, 

the term: 

 

(25) “Commercial motor vehicle” means any vehicle which is not owned or operated by a 

governmental entity, which uses special fuel or motor fuel on the public highways, and which 

has a gross vehicle weight of 26,001 pounds or more, or has three or more axles regardless of 

weight, or is used in combination when the weight of such combination exceeds 26,001 pounds 

gross vehicle weight. A vehicle that occasionally transports personal property to and from a 

closed-course motorsport facility, as defined in s. 549.09(1)(a), is not a commercial motor 

vehicle if the use is not for profit and corporate sponsorship is not involved. As used in this 

subsection, the term “corporate sponsorship” means a payment, donation, gratuity, in-kind 

service, or other benefit provided to or derived by a person in relation to the underlying activity, 

other than the display of product or corporate names, logos, or other graphic information on the 

property being transported. 

 

549.09 Motorsport nonspectator liability release.— 

(1) As used in this section: 

(a) “Closed-course motorsport facility” means a closed-course speedway or racetrack 

designed and intended for motor vehicle competition, exhibitions of speed, or other forms of 

recreation involving the use of motor vehicles, including motorcycles. 
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(b) “Nonspectator area” means a posted area within a closed-course motorsport facility, 

admission to which is conditioned upon the signing of a motorsport liability release, which is 

intended for event participants, and which excludes the “spectator area” as defined in paragraph 

(c). 

(c) “Spectator area” means a specified area within a closed-course motorsport facility 

intended for admission to the general public, whether or not an admission price is charged, or to 

which admitted persons of the general public have unrestricted access, including the grandstands 

and other general admission seating or viewing areas. 

(d) “Posted” means a nonspectator area enclosed by a fence or wall at least 6 feet high in all 

areas where nonparticipants might gain entrance, and at least 3 feet high in any other areas, with 

signs having letters at least 4 inches high restricting entry, including, but not limited to, signs 

reading “Nonspectator Area,” displayed not more than 500 feet from the entrance to the 

nonspectator area and at each entrance to the nonspectator area. 

(e) “Negligence” means all forms of negligence, whether misfeasance or nonfeasance, and 

failure to warn against an existing or future dangerous condition, but does not include gross 

negligence, recklessness, or willful and wanton conduct. 

(f) “Motor vehicle” means an automobile, motorcycle, or any other vehicle propelled by 

power, other than muscular power, used to transport persons and which operates within the 

confines of a closed-course motorsports track. 

(g) “Nonspectator” means an event participant who has signed a motorsport liability release 

or, in the case of a minor, whose natural guardian has signed a motorsport liability release on 

behalf of the minor. 

(2) Any person who operates a closed-course motorsport facility may require, as a condition 

of admission to any nonspectator part of such facility, the signing of a liability release form. The 

persons or entities owning, leasing, or operating the facility or sponsoring or sanctioning the 

motorsport event shall not be liable to a nonspectator or her or his heirs, representative, or 

assigns for negligence which proximately causes injury or property damage to the nonspectator 

within a nonspectator area during the period of time covered by the release. 

(3)(a) A motorsport liability release may be signed by more than one person if the release 

form appears on each page, or side of a page, which is signed. A motorsport liability release must 

be printed in 8 point type or larger. 

(b)1. If a minor is participating in a motorsports event as defined in s. 549.10, the motorsport 

liability release must comply with the requirements of this section and is valid to the same extent 

provided for other nonspectators under this section. 

2. If a minor is participating in an activity at a closed-course motorsport facility, other than a 

motorsports event as defined in s. 549.10, a waiver or release must comply with the requirements 

in s. 744.301(3) and is valid only to the extent, and subject to the presumptions, provided in that 

subsection. 

 

316.261 Brake equipment required.—Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole 

trailer, and any combination of such vehicles, operating upon a highway within this state shall be 

equipped with brakes in compliance with the requirements of this chapter. 

(1) SERVICE BRAKES; ADEQUACY.—Every such vehicle and combination of vehicles, 

except special mobile equipment not designed to carry persons, shall be equipped with service 

brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold such vehicle under all 

conditions of loading, and on any grade incident to its operation. 
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(2) PARKING BRAKES; ADEQUACY.—Every such vehicle and combination of vehicles 

shall be equipped with parking brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on any grade on which it is 

operated, under all conditions of loading, on a surface free of loose material. The parking brakes 

shall be capable of being applied in conformance with the foregoing requirements by the driver’s 

muscular effort or by spring action or by equivalent means. Their operation may be assisted by 

the service brakes or other source of power provided that failure of the service brake actuation 

system or other power assisting mechanism will not prevent the parking brakes from being 

applied in conformance with the foregoing requirements. The parking brakes shall be so 

designed that when once applied they shall remain applied with the required effectiveness 

despite exhaustion of any source of energy or leakage of any kind. The same brakedrums, 

brakeshoes and lining assemblies, brakeshoe anchors, and mechanical brakeshoe actuation 

mechanism normally associated with the wheel-brake assemblies may be used for both the 

service brakes and the parking brakes. If the means of applying the parking brakes and the 

service brakes are connected in any way, they shall be so constructed that failure of any one part 

shall not leave the vehicle without operative brakes. 

(3) BRAKES ON ALL WHEELS.—Every vehicle shall be equipped with brakes acting on 

all wheels except: 

(a) Trailers, semitrailers, or pole trailers of a gross weight not exceeding 3,000 pounds, 

provided that: 

1. The total weight on and including the wheels of the trailer or trailers shall not exceed 40 

percent of the gross weight of the towing vehicle when connected to the trailer or trailers; and 

2. The combination of vehicles, consisting of the towing vehicle and its total towed load, is 

capable of complying with the performance requirements of s. 316.262. 

(b) Pole trailers with a gross weight in excess of 3,000 pounds manufactured prior to January 

1, 1972, need not be equipped with brakes. 

(c) Any vehicle being towed in driveaway or towaway operations, provided the combination 

of vehicles is capable of complying with the performance requirements of s. 316.262. 

(d) Trucks and truck tractors having three or more axles need not have brakes on the front 

wheels, except that when such vehicles are equipped with at least two steerable axles, the wheels 

of one steerable axle need not have brakes. However, such trucks and truck tractors must be 

capable of complying with the performance requirements of s. 316.262. 

(e) Special mobile equipment not designed to carry persons. 

(f) “Antique cars” as defined in s. 320.08, and “horseless carriages” as defined in s. 320.086. 

(g) Four-wheeled motorized golf carts operated by municipal or county law enforcement 

officers on official business. 

(4) AUTOMATIC TRAILER BRAKE APPLICATION UPON BREAKAWAY.—Every 

trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer with air or vacuum-actuated brakes, every trailer and 

semitrailer with a gross weight in excess of 3,000 pounds, and every pole trailer with a gross 

weight in excess of 3,000 pounds manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1972, shall be 

equipped with brakes acting on all wheels and of such character as to be applied automatically 

and promptly, and remain applied for at least 15 minutes, upon breakaway from the towing 

vehicle. 

(5) TRACTOR BRAKES PROTECTED.—Every motor vehicle manufactured or assembled 

after January 1, 1972, and used to tow a trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer equipped with brakes, 

shall be equipped with means for providing that in case of breakaway of the towed vehicle, the 

towing vehicle will be capable of being stopped by the use of its service brakes. 
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(6) TRAILER AIR RESERVOIRS SAFEGUARDED.—Air brake systems installed on 

trailers manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1972, shall be so designed that the supply 

reservoir used to provide air for the brakes shall be safeguarded against backflow of air from the 

reservoir through the supply line. 

(7) TWO MEANS OF EMERGENCY BRAKE OPERATION.— 

(a) Every towing vehicle, when used to tow another vehicle equipped with air-controlled 

brakes, in other than driveaway or towaway operations, shall be equipped with two means for 

emergency application of the trailer brakes. One of these means shall apply the brakes 

automatically in the event of a reduction of the towing vehicle air supply to a fixed pressure 

which shall not be lower than 20 pounds per square inch nor higher than 45 pounds per square 

inch. The other means shall be a manually controlled device for applying and releasing the 

brakes, readily operable by a person seated in the driving seat, and its emergency position or 

method of operation shall be clearly indicated. In no instance may the manual means be so 

arranged as to permit its use to prevent operation of the automatic means. The automatic and the 

manual means required by this section may be, but are not required to be, separate. 

(b) Every towing vehicle used to tow other vehicles equipped with vacuum brakes, in 

operations other than driveaway or towaway operations, shall have, in addition to the single-

control device required by subsection (8), a second-control device which can be used to operate 

the brakes on towed vehicles in emergencies. The second control shall be independent of brake 

air, hydraulic, and other pressure, and independent of other controls, unless the braking system is 

so arranged that failure of the pressure upon which the second control depends will cause the 

towed vehicle brakes to be applied automatically. The second control is not required to provide 

modulated braking. 

(8) SINGLE CONTROL TO OPERATE ALL BRAKES.—Every motor vehicle, trailer, 

semitrailer and pole trailer, and every combination of such vehicles, equipped with brakes shall 

have the braking system so arranged that one control device can be used to operate all service 

brakes. This requirement does not prohibit vehicles from being equipped with an additional 

control device to be used to operate brakes on the towed vehicles. This regulation does not apply 

to driveaway or towaway operations unless the brakes on the individual vehicles are designed to 

be operated by a single control on the towing vehicle. 

(9) RESERVOIR CAPACITY AND CHECK VALVE.— 

(a) Air brakes.—Every bus, truck or truck tractor with air-operated brakes shall be equipped 

with at least one reservoir sufficient to ensure that, when fully charged to the maximum pressure 

as regulated by the air compressor governor cutout setting, a full service-brake application may 

be made without lowering such reservoir pressure by more than 20 percent. Each reservoir shall 

be provided with means for readily draining accumulated oil or water. 

(b) Vacuum brakes.—Every truck with three or more axles equipped with vacuum assistor-

type brakes and every truck tractor and truck used for towing a vehicle equipped with vacuum 

brakes shall be equipped with a reserve capacity or a vacuum reservoir sufficient to ensure that, 

with the reserve capacity or reservoir fully charged and with the engine stopped, a full service-

brake application may be made without depleting the vacuum supply by more than 40 percent. 

(c) Reservoir safeguarded.—All motor vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, and pole trailers, when 

equipped with air or vacuum reservoirs or reserve capacity as required by this section, shall have 

such reservoirs or reserve capacity so safeguarded by a check valve or equivalent device that in 

the event of failure or leakage in its connection to the source of compressed air or vacuum, the 

stored air or vacuum shall not be depleted by the leak or failure. 



(10) WARNING DEVICES.— 

(a) Air brakes.—Every bus, truck or truck tractor using compressed air for the operation of 

its own brakes or the brakes on any towed vehicle shall be provided with a warning signal, other 

than a pressure gauge, readily audible or visible to the driver, which will operate at any time the 

air reservoir pressure of the vehicle is below 50 percent of the air compressor governor cutout 

pressure. In addition, each such vehicle shall be equipped with a pressure gauge visible to the 

driver, which indicates in pounds per square inch the pressure available for braking. 

(b) Vacuum brakes.—Every truck tractor and truck used for towing a vehicle equipped with 

vacuum operated brakes and every truck with three or more axles using vacuum in the operation 

of its brakes, except those in driveaway or towaway operations, shall be equipped with a warning 

signal, other than a gauge indicating vacuum, readily audible or visible to the driver, which will 

operate at any time the vacuum in the vehicle’s supply reservoir or reserve capacity is less than 8 

inches of mercury. 

(c) Combination of warning devices.—When a vehicle required to be equipped with a 

warning device is equipped with both air and vacuum power for the operation of its own brakes 

or the brakes on a towed vehicle, the warning devices may be, but are not required to be, 

combined into a single device which will serve both purposes. A gauge or gauges indicating 

pressure or vacuum shall not be deemed to be an adequate means of satisfying this requirement. 

(11) VIOLATIONS.—A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, 

punishable as a nonmoving violation as provided in chapter 318. 

 

316.294 Mirrors.—Every vehicle, operated singly or when towing any other vehicle, shall be 

equipped with a mirror so located as to reflect to the driver a view of the highway for a distance 

of at least 200 feet to the rear of the motor vehicle. A violation of this section is a noncriminal 

traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving violation as provided in chapter 318. 

 

316.183 Unlawful speed.— 

(1) No person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed greater than is reasonable and 

prudent under the conditions and having regard to the actual and potential hazards then existing. 

In every event, speed shall be controlled as may be necessary to avoid colliding with any person, 

vehicle, or other conveyance or object on or entering the highway in compliance with legal 

requirements and the duty of all persons to use due care. 

(2) On all streets or highways, the maximum speed limits for all vehicles must be 30 miles 

per hour in business or residence districts, and 55 miles per hour at any time at all other 

locations. However, with respect to a residence district, a county or municipality may set a 

maximum speed limit of 20 or 25 miles per hour on local streets and highways after an 

investigation determines that such a limit is reasonable. It is not necessary to conduct a separate 

investigation for each residence district. The minimum speed limit on all highways that comprise 

a part of the National System of Interstate and Defense Highways and have not fewer than four 

lanes is 40 miles per hour, except that when the posted speed limit is 70 miles per hour, the 

minimum speed limit is 50 miles per hour. 

(3) A school bus may not exceed the posted speed limits at any time. 

(4) The driver of every vehicle shall, consistent with the requirements of subsection (1), 

drive at an appropriately reduced speed when: 

(a) Approaching and crossing an intersection or railway grade crossing; 

(b) Approaching and going around a curve; 



(c) Approaching a hill crest; 

(d) Traveling upon any narrow or winding roadway; and 

(e) Any special hazard exists with respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of 

weather or highway conditions. 

(5) No person shall drive a motor vehicle at such a slow speed as to impede or block the 

normal and reasonable movement of traffic, except when reduced speed is necessary for safe 

operation or in compliance with law. 

(6) No driver of a vehicle shall exceed the posted maximum speed limit in a work zone area. 

(7) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a moving 

violation as provided in chapter 318. 

 

316.221. Taillamps 

  

(1) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer, and any other vehicle which is being 

drawn at the end of a combination of vehicles, shall be equipped with at least two taillamps 

mounted on the rear, which, when lighted as required in s. 316.217, shall emit a red light plainly 

visible from a distance of 1,000 feet to the rear, except that passenger cars and pickup trucks 

manufactured or assembled prior to January 1, 1972, which were originally equipped with only 

one taillamp shall have at least one taillamp. On a combination of vehicles, only the taillamps on 

the rearmost vehicle need actually be seen from the distance specified. On vehicles equipped 

with more than one taillamp, the lamps shall be mounted on the same level and as widely spaced 

laterally as practicable. An object, material, or covering that alters the taillamp's visibility from 

1,000 feet may not be placed, displayed, installed, affixed, or applied over a taillamp. 

 

(2) Either a taillamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed and placed as to illuminate with a 

white light the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible from a distance of 50 feet to the 

rear. Any taillamp or taillamps, together with any separate lamp or lamps for illuminating the 

rear registration plate, shall be so wired as to be lighted whenever the headlamps or auxiliary 

driving lamps are lighted. Dump trucks and vehicles having dump bodies are exempt from the 

requirements of this subsection. 

 

(3) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving 

violation as provided in chapter 318. 

 


