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Definitions  

Antique Vehicle.   A motor vehicle twenty - five years old or older.  

Car or Automobile.  A motor vehicle designed primarily for carrying nine passengers or less, excluding 

motorcycles and motorized bicycles.  

Classic Car.  A motor vehicle fiftee n years old or older but less than twenty years old which is primarily of 

value as a collector's item and not as transportation.  

Component Part.  Any part of a vehicle , other than a tire, having a component part number.  

Component Part Number.  The vehicle id entification derivative consisting of numerical and alphabetical 

designations affixed to a component part by the manufacturer or the department or affixed by, or caused 

to be affixed by, the owner pursuant to rules promulgated by the department as a means of identifying 

the component part.  

Multipurpose Vehicle.  A motor vehicle designed to carry not more than ten people, and constructed 

either on a truck chassis or with special features for occasional off - road operation.  

Reconstructed Vehicle.  Every vehicle of a type required to be registered that is  materially altered from 

its original construction by the removal, addition, or substitution of essential parts, new or used. 

"Reconstructed vehicle" does not include a street rod or replica vehicle.  

Replica Vehic le. Any completed motor vehicle other than a motorcycle or motorized bicycle with a gross 

vehicle weight rating of less than ten thousand pounds consisting of a body, frame, and other essential 

parts, assembled as a reproduction of a vehicle originally man ufactured by a generally recognized 

manufacturer of motor vehicles with the substitution or addition of essential parts to update the vehicle for 

purposes of safety, performance, or reliability. For purposes of vehicle registration, the model year of a 

rep lica vehicle shall be the same as the model year of the motor vehicle that it is designed to resemble.  

Specially Constructed Vehicle . Every  vehicle of a type required to be registered under this chapter not 

originally constructed under a distinctive name, make, model, or type by a generally recognized 

manufacturer of vehicles and not materially altered from its original construction. A  "specially constructed 

vehicle" does not include a street rod or replica vehicle.  

Street  Rod .  Any car or motor truck with a  gross vehicle weight rating of less than ten thousand pounds 

required to be registered under this chapter, manufactured by a generally recognized manufacturer of 

motor vehicles prior to the year 1949, which may contain a body or frame not manufactured by the 

original manufacturer, or any motor vehicle designed and manufactured to resemble a motor vehicle 

manufactured prior to the year 1949. For purposes of vehicle registration, the model year of a street rod 

shall be the same as the model year of the motor  vehicle that it is designed to resemble.  

Vehicle I dentification Number ( VIN ).  The numerical and alphabetical designations affixed to a vehicle 

or a component part of a vehicle by the manufacturer or the department or affixed by, or caused to be 

affixed by , the owner pursuant to rules promulgated by the department as a means of identifying the 

vehicle.  

 

 

 



Titling & Registration  

From Iowa County Treasurersô Manual: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From Iowa Office of Vehicle Services :  

 

Bonded Certificate of Title  

If your vehicle cannot be titled or registered by your county treasurer because you do not have the proper 

title documents, you may be able to file a bond as a condition of obtaining a title and registration plates. 

However, a vehicle issued a junking certificate cannot be reinstated through the bonding procedure unless 

the vehicle is 25 years or older, ref. Iowa Code 321.24. Submit the following to the Iowa Department of 

Transportation, Office of Vehicle Services, P.O. Box 9278 , Des Moines IA 50306 -9278. Phone 515 -237 -

3148.  

To avoid processing delays please submit the following required supporting documents:  

¶ An Application for Registration & Bonded Certificate of Title for a Vehicle form, completed and 

signed.  

¶ A copy of any writ ten document received at the time the vehicle was acquired, such as a bill of sale 

or cancelled check.  

The Department will:  

Determine whether there is an active title record or junking certificate record on file for the vehicle in the 

state of Iowa. If a r ecord is found, the department shall notify, by first -class mail, the owner of the record, 

at the last known address, that an application for bonded certificate of title has been received. The notice 

shall include a statement in which the owner of record m ay assert their right to claim the vehicle or to 

waive any further claim. If the department receives no further response from the owner of record within 

10 days after the date of the mailing or receives a waiver of further claim to the vehicle, the departm ent 

will continue processing the bond.  

Determine the current value of the vehicle and require that a cash bond or surety bond, based on one and 

one -half times the current value of the vehicle, be filed with the department as a condition of issuing a 

certif icate of title and registration receipt. The bond paper showing the current value of the vehicle and 

the amount of the bond will be sent to you to be completed and signed by your surety company 

representative and also by you as the principal. The signed bo nd must be returned to the Office of Vehicle 

Services. Cash bonds may be deposited with the state and are held for three years on a non - interest 

bearing basis, or you may purchase a surety bond from a bonding company licensed to conduct business 

in the Sta te of Iowa. Fees to obtain a surety bond through a bonding company are set by the company. 

Please refer to the bonding company for the fee to obtain your surety bond.  

Send to the Department of Transportation, Motor Vehicle Enforcement, a bond receipt and a  letter 

authorizing the county treasurer to issue a title for your vehicle. An investigator will contact you and make 

an appointment to verify that the information submitted on your application correctly identifies the vehicle 

that you own. Should your veh icle not meet the specific equipment requirements under Iowa Code 

Chapter 321., the investigator shall authorize the county treasurer to issue title and registration and 

immediately suspend registration until such time your vehicle meets the specific equip ment requirements. 

The investigator will give you the bond receipt and a copy of the authorization letter which you shall then 

take to your county treasurerôs office within 30 days of written authorization from the department, make 

application for certific ate of title, pay the appropriate fees and register your vehicle.  

Hold the bond for 3 years, after which time the bond will expire and there is no requirement for a bond.  

 

 



Application Form  

When completed, mail the application form to the Office of Vehicl e Services at the address listed below.  

Iowa Department of Transportation  

Office of Vehicle Services  

Box 9278  

Des Moines IA 50306 -9278  

Phone 515 -237 -3148  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Antique Motor Vehicle/Limited Use  

Iowa Code Section 3 21.58 through 321.62, 321.115, 321.122 and 321.124  

Any motor vehicle 25 years old or older may be registered as an antique vehicle. The owner of a motor  

vehicle which is registered as an antique may display authentic Iowa registration plates from the model  

year of the motor vehicle, or representing the model year of the vehicle, furnished by the owner and  

approved by the department, in lieu of a current and valid Iowa plate, provided the current Iowa plates  

and registration issued to the vehicle are carried  in the vehicle and are available for inspection to any  

peace officer upon request.  

 

The owner of a motor truck, truck tractor, road tractor or motor home that is twenty - five years old or  

older who desires to use the vehicle exclusively for exhibition or e ducation purposes at state or county  

fairs, or at other places where the vehicle may be exhibited for entertainment or educational purposes  and 

to and from service stations for the purpose of receiving necessary maintenance, or for the  purposes of 

transpor ting, testing, demonstrating, or selling the vehicle may register the vehicle as a  ñlimited use ò 

vehicle through OVS. See fee chart in Section 5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From Iowa Administrative Code :  

 

IOWA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE  

*** THIS DOCUMENT IS CURRENT THROUGH THE NOVEMBER 17, 2016  SUPPLEMENT ***  

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT[761]   

VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 400: VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND CERTIFICATE OF TITLE  

 

761 IAC 400.16(321)  ( 2016 )  

 

761 -400.16(321) Application for certificate of title or or iginal registration for a specially constructed, 

reconstructed,  street  rod  or replica motor vehicle.  

 

   400.16(1) 400.16(1) Definitions applicable to this rule.  

a.  "Ownership document for the vehicle" means the certificate of title, the manufacturer's ce rtificate of 

origin, the junking certificate, or other evidence of ownership acceptable to the department.  

b.  "Ownership documents for essential parts" means bills of sale for all essential parts used to construct 

or reconstruct the vehicle. Each bill of sale shall contain a description of the part, the manufacturer's 

identification number of the part, if any, and the name, address, and telephone number of the seller.  

400.16(2) Procedures. This subrule describes the procedures for obtaining department appr oval to title 

and register a specially constructed, reconstructed, street rod or replica motor vehicle. The procedures 

described are in addition to the regular procedures for titling and registering a vehicle.  

 

a.  The applicant shall apply to the county t reasurer for a certificate of title and registration. The county 

treasurer, upon receiving an application that indicates the vehicle is a specially constructed, reconstructed, 

street rod or replica motor vehicle, shall forward the application to a motor ve hicle investigator of the 

department.  

b.  The investigator shall contact the applicant and schedule a time and place for an examination of the 

vehicle and the ownership documents. The owner of the vehicle may drive or tow the vehicle to and from 

the examin ation location by completing an affidavit to drive on a form provided by the department. The 

form shall state that the vehicle is reasonably safe for operation and must be signed by the owner. The 

applicant, when appearing with the vehicle for the examinat ion, shall submit to the investigator the 

ownership document for the vehicle, the ownership documents for essential parts, and a weigh ticket 

indicating the weight of the vehicle. However, a weigh ticket is not required for motorcycles, trucks, truck 

tract ors, road tractors or trailer - type vehicles.  

c.  If the investigator determines that the vehicle complies with 761 -- Chapter 450, that the integral parts 

and components have been identified as to ownership, and that the application has been completed 

proper ly:  

(1)  The investigator shall approve the application, affix to the vehicle an assigned vehicle identification 

number, and return the application and ownership documents to the applicant. The investigator shall also 

give to the applicant an assigned vehi cle identification number (VIN) form that the applicant shall submit 

with the application to the county treasurer.  

(2)  If the vehicle is a passenger - type motor vehicle, the department shall determine its weight and value. 

The vehicle weight shall be fixed  at the next even 100 pounds above the actual weight of the vehicle fully 

equipped, as provided in Iowa Code section 321.162. The weight and value shall constitute the basis for 

determining the annual registration fee under Iowa Code section 321.109, excep t as provided in Iowa 

Code section 321.113.  

(3)  The applicant shall then submit the approved application, ownership document for the vehicle, and 

VIN form to the county treasurer and continue with the regular title and registration process.  

400.16(3) Disa pproval. If the department determines that the vehicle does not comply with 761 -- Chapter 

450, that the integral parts or components have not been identified as to ownership, or that the 

application has not been completed properly, then the department shall  not approve the vehicle for titling 

and registration.  

400.16(4) Model year. The model year of a specially constructed or reconstructed motor vehicle is the 

year the vehicle is approved by the department as a specially constructed or reconstructed motor ve hicle  

 

HISTORY:   



 
ARC 9048B, IAB 9/8/10, effective 10/13/10; ARC 0136C, IAB 5/30/12, effective 7/4/12.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IOWA  ADMINISTRATIVE CODE  

*** THIS DOCUMENT IS CURRENT THROUGH THE NOVEMBER 17, 2016  SUPPLEMENT * **  

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT[761]   

VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 400: VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND CERTIFICATE OF TITLE  

 

761 IAC 400.13(321)  ( 2016 )  

 

761 -400.13(321) Bond required before title issued.  

 

   An applicant for a certificate of title who cannot provide the su pporting documents required in rule 761 -

400.4(321) shall be required to file a bond as a condition to obtaining a title and registration plates.  

400.13(1) Procedures. This subrule describes the procedures to be followed to obtain a "bonded" 

certificate of title. The procedures described are in addition to the regular procedures for titling and 

registering a vehicle.  

 

a.  The applicant shall submit a bond application to the office of vehicle services on a form prescribed by 

the department. The application sh all be accompanied by evidence of ownership of the vehicle.  

b.  The department shall search the state files to determine if there is an owner of record for the vehicle 

and if the vehicle has been reported stolen or embezzled.  

(1)  If a record is found, the  applicant shall complete a request for release of personal information form 

explaining that the applicant is the current owner and is requesting a duplicate title. The department shall 

mail the release by first -class mail to the owner of record, at the ow ner's last -known address.  

(2)  If the department receives no response from the owner of record within ten days after the date of 

mailing or the owner of record does not want the owner's personal information released, the department 

will continue processing  the bond application.  

c.  If the department determines that the applicant has complied with this rule, that there is sufficient 

evidence to indicate that the applicant is the rightful owner, and that there is no known unsatisfied 

security interest, the de partment shall determine the current value of the vehicle and notify the applicant 

to deposit cash or file a surety bond with the department in an amount equal to one and one -half times 

the current value of the vehicle.  

d.  After the cash deposit or surety  bond has been deposited, a motor vehicle investigator of the 

department may examine the vehicle to verify the information submitted on the application is correct. The 

owner of the vehicle may drive or tow the vehicle to and from the examination location b y completing an 

affidavit to drive on a form provided by the department. The form shall state that the vehicle is reasonably 

safe for operation and must be signed by the owner. After verifying the information, the investigator shall 

give to the applicant a  document authorizing the county treasurer to issue a title for and register the 

vehicle. Should the vehicle not meet the equipment requirements of Iowa Code chapter 321, the 

investigator shall authorize the county treasurer to issue a title and registrati on but instruct the county 

treasurer to immediately suspend the registration until such time as the vehicle meets these equipment 

requirements. If applicable, the investigator shall also affix an assigned identification number to the 

vehicle and give to th e applicant an assigned vehicle identification number (VIN) form.  

e.  The applicant shall then submit the authorization document and, if applicable, the VIN form to the 

county treasurer and make application for a certificate of title and registration.  

400. 13(2) Disapproval. If the department determines that the applicant has not complied with this rule, 

that there is sufficient evidence to indicate that the applicant may not be the rightful owner, or that there 

is an unsatisfied security interest, then the department shall not authorize issuance of a certificate of title 

or registration receipt and shall notify the applicant in writing of the reason(s).  

400.13(3) Junked vehicle. A certificate of title shall not be reinstated for a vehicle that has been issue d a 

junking certificate unless the junking certificate was issued in error, as explained in rule 761 -400.23(321), 

or the vehicle qualifies as an antique vehicle under Iowa Code subsection 321.115(1).  

 

 

HISTORY:   

 

ARC 9048B, IAB 9/8/10, effective 10/13/10; ARC 0136C, IAB 5/30/12, effective 7/4/12.  

 

 

 



IOWA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE  

*** THIS DOCUMENT IS CURRENT THROUGH THE NOVEMBER 17, 2016  SUPPLEMENT ***  

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT[761]   

VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 400: VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND CERTIFICATE OF TITLE  

 

761 IAC 400.51(321)  ( 2016 )  

 

761 -400.51(321) Assigned identification numbers.  

 

   The department is authorized to issue to the owner an assigned vehicle identification number for a 

vehicle, an assigned component part number for a component part, and an assigned pr oduct identification 

number for a fence - line feeder, grain cart, or tank wagon. An identification number shall be assigned only 

if the department is satisfied as to the true identity and ownership of the vehicle, component part, fence -

line feeder, grain ca rt or tank wagon. When an assigned vehicle identification number has been issued for 

a vehicle, the vehicle shall be registered and titled under that number. An assigned component part 

number or an assigned product identification number shall be used only for identification purposes.  

400.51(1) Issuance of an identification number. The department shall issue an assigned vehicle 

identification number, assigned component part number or assigned product identification number, as 

applicable, only if:  

a. The orig inal number has been destroyed, removed or obliterated.  

b. The vehicle has had a cab, body, or frame change and the replacement cab, body, or frame is within 

the manufacturer's interchangeability parts specifications catalog and is compatible with the make , model, 

and year of the vehicle. If the replacement cab, body, or frame change is not within the manufacturer's 

interchangeability parts specifications catalog or is not compatible with the make, year, and model of the 

vehicle, the vehicle shall be consid ered reconstructed and subject to rule 761 -400.16(321).  

c. The vehicle is a specially constructed, reconstructed,  street  rod  or replica motor vehicle. See rule 761 -

-400.16(321) for the requirements and procedures applicable to specially constructed, 

recons tructed,  street  rod  or replica motor vehicles.  

400.51(2) Procedures.  

a. Request. Whenever an assigned identification number is required under subrule 400.51(1) and the 

request does not apply to a specially constructed, reconstructed,  streetrod  or replica m otor vehicle, the 

owner of the vehicle, component part, fence - line feeder, grain cart or tank wagon, or the person holding 

lawful custody, shall contact the department's office of motor vehicle enforcement and request the 

assignment of a number.  

b. Examina tion. A motor vehicle investigator shall contact the owner and schedule a time and place for 

examination of the vehicle, component part, fence - line feeder, grain cart or tank wagon and ownership 

documents.  

If the vehicle has had a cab, body, or frame chang e, the owner shall have, for evidence of ownership for 

the replacement cab, body, or frame, a bill of sale with a description of the part, complete with the 

manufacturer's identification number, if any, and the name, address, and telephone number of the se ller. 

The bill of sale, the vehicle, and the cab, body, or frame that has been replaced shall be made available 

for examination at the time and place scheduled.  

c. Assigned vehicle identification number.  

(1) The investigator upon approval of the request sh all affix to the vehicle an assigned vehicle 

identification number and give to the owner an assigned vehicle identification number (VIN) form.  

(2) The owner shall submit the VIN form, the certificate of title, and the registration receipt issued for the 

vehicle to the county treasurer. If the certificate of title is in the possession of a secured party, the county 

treasurer shall notify the secured party to return the certificate of title to the county treasurer for the 



purpose of issuing a corrected title.  Upon receipt of the notification, the secured party shall submit the 

certificate of title within ten days. The county treasurer, upon receipt of the certificate of title, the 

registration receipt and the VIN form, shall issue a corrected title and registr ation receipt listing as the 

vehicle identification number the assigned vehicle identification number.  

d. Assigned component part number. The investigator upon approval of the request shall affix to the 

component part an assigned component part number and give to the owner a component part form. The 

owner shall retain the form as a record of issuance and attachment. The form shall be made available on 

demand by any peace officer for examination.  

e. Assigned product identification number. The investigator up on approval of the request shall affix an 

assigned product identification number to the fence - line feeder, grain cart or tank wagon and give to the 

owner an assigned product identification number form. The owner shall retain the form as a record of 

issuanc e and attachment. The form shall be made available on demand by any peace officer for 

examination.  

400.51(3) Fees. A certificate of title fee and a fee for a notation of a security interest, if applicable, shall 

be collected by the county treasurer upon is suance of a corrected certificate of title.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IOWA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE  

*** THIS DOCUMENT IS CURRENT THROUGH THE NOVEMBER 17, 2016  SUPPLEMENT ***  

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT[761]   

VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 450: MOTOR VEHICLE EQUIPMENT  

 

761 IAC 4 50.2(321)  (2016 )  

 

761 -450.2(321) Equipment requirements for specially constructed , reconstructed ,  street  rod,  and 

replica motor vehicles , other than motorcycles and motorized bicycles.  

 

   The following standards are minimum requirements for constructing and equipping specially  

constructed , reconstructed ,  street  rod,  and replica  motor  vehicles  other than motorcycles and 

motorized bicycles.  

450.2(1) Definitions. The definitions in  Iowa Code section 321.1  and rule 761 -- 400.16(321) are hereby 

made part of this chapter.  

450.2(2) Application. As outlined in rule 761 -- 400.16 (321), the applicant shall submit the required 

application forms and exhibits to the county treasurer. The vehicle and ownership documents shall be 

examined by the department. If the department determines that the motor vehicle complies with this rul e, 

that the integral parts and components have been identified as to ownership, and that the application 

forms have been completed properly, the department shall assign an identification number to the vehicle 

and certify that the motor vehicle is eligible for titling and registration. If the frame or unibody specified 

on an application for a specially  constructed , reconstructed ,  street  rod,  or replica  motor  vehicle  is 

designated "not for highway use," the application shall not be approved. The exchange of c ompatible body 

parts does not constitute a specially  constructed , reconstructed ,  street  rod,  or replica  motor  

vehicle . The removal, addition, or substitution of reconstructed motor vehicle parts modifies the vehicle's 

external appearance so that it does no t reflect the original make or manufacturer model for that model.  

450.2(3) Defroster and defogging device. Every closed motor vehicle shall be equipped with a device 

capable of defogging or defrosting the windshield area.  

450.2(4) Door latches. Every motor  vehicle that is equipped with doors leading directly into a 

compartment that contains one or more seating accommodations shall be equipped with mechanically 

actuated door latches which firmly and automatically secure the door when pushed closed and which allow 

each door to be opened from the inside by the actuation of a convenient lever, handle or other nonelectric 

device. Interior handles must be visible.  

450.2(5) Floor pan. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a floor pan under the entire passenger -

carrying compartment. The floor pan shall support the weight of the number of occupants that the vehicle 

is designed to carry. The floor pan shall be so constructed that it prevents the entry of exhaust fumes.  

450.2(6) Glazing.  

a. Windshields. Every motor  vehicle shall be equipped with a laminated safety glass windshield that 

complies with and bears the approval marking of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Z 26.1 

Standard. The windshield shall be in such a position that it affords continuous  horizontal frontal protection 

to the driver and front seat occupants. The minimum vertical height of the unobstructed windshield glass 

shall be 6 inches. This paragraph does not preclude the use of a windshield that can be folded down to a 

horizontal posi tion, provided that the windshield can be firmly fastened in both the vertical and horizontal 

positions.  

b. Side and rear glass. Side and rear glass is not required in motor vehicles. If present, however, this 

glass must be either laminated or tempered saf ety glass bearing the approval of the ANSI Z 26.1 

Standard.  

450.2(7) Driver visibility. Each motor vehicle shall provide the driver with a minimum outward horizontal 

vision capability of 90 degrees each side of a vertical plane passing through the fore and  aft centerline of 

https://w3.nexis.com/new/mungo/lexseestat.do?bct=A&risb=21_T10697298177&homeCsi=156580&A=0.5652903357833761&urlEnc=ISO-8859-1&&citeString=IACODE%20321.1&countryCode=USA


the vehicle. This plane of vision may be interrupted by window framing and windshield door support posts 

not exceeding 4 inches in width at each side location.  

450.2(8) Hood latches. If a motor vehicle is equipped with a front -opening ho od, that hood shall be 

equipped with a primary and secondary latching system to hold the hood in a closed position.  

450.2(9) Instruments and controls. Each motor vehicle shall be equipped with:  

a. An operating speedometer calibrated to indicate "miles per hour."  

b. An operating odometer calibrated to indicate "total miles driven."  

c. A steering wheel circular or nearly circular in shape, having an outside diameter of not less than 13 

inches.  

d. An accelerator control system that returns the engine throttle to an idle position automatically when the 

driver removes the actuating force from the accelerator control.  

450.2(10) Brakes.  

a. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with brakes acting upon all wheels. The service brakes must be 

capable of meeting or exce eding the stopping requirements of  Iowa Code section 321. 431 . If necessary, 

the braking system may be tested by a road test on a public roadway by an officer of the motor vehicle 

division of the department.  

b. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a parking brake operating on at least two wheels applied 

wi th required effectiveness despite exhaustion of any source of energy or leakage of any kind in the 

service brake system. The parking brake shall meet the requirements of  Iowa Code sections 

321.430  and  321.431 . 

450.2(11) Rearview mirror. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with two rearview mirrors, each having 

substantial unit magnification. One shall be mounted o n the inside of the vehicle in such a position that it 

affords the driver a clear view to the rear. The other shall be mounted on the outside of the vehicle on the 

driver's side in such a position that it affords the driver a clear view to the rear. When a n inside mirror 

does not give a clear view to the rear, a right -hand outside mirror shall be required in lieu thereof. The 

mirror mounting shall provide a stable support for the mirror, and shall provide for mirror adjustment by 

tilting in both horizontal and vertical directions. Each mirror shall have a minimum of 10 square inches of 

reflective surface.  

450.2(12) Seat belts. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with at least a Type I (lap belt) seat belt for 

the driver and each passenger seating position.  The belts at each location shall comply with DOT Motor 

Vehicle Safety Standard No. 209, and shall be firmly anchored to the vehicle body.  

450.2(13) Seating. All bench - type and individual seats in motor vehicles shall be firmly anchored to 

structural compo nents or body parts.  

450.2(14) Fenders and mud flaps. Rescinded IAB 9/8/10, effective 10/13/10.  

450.2(15) Bumpers. Rescinded IAB 9/8/10, effective 10/13/10.  

450.2(16) Exhaust system. Every motor vehicle shall have an exhaust system meeting the following 

requirements:  

a. The system shall be free of leaks, including the exhaust manifold (or headers), piping forward of the 

muffler, the muffler(s), and tail piping.  

b. Exhaust fumes shall be emitted to the extremity of the vehicle, behind the rear wheels, or to the 

extremity of the vehicle within 6 inches in front of the rear wheels. Exhaust fumes from trucks, other than 

enclosed vans, may be emitted to the rear of that part of the vehicle designed for and normally used for 

carrying the driver and passengers.  

https://w3.nexis.com/new/mungo/lexseestat.do?bct=A&risb=21_T10697298177&homeCsi=156580&A=0.5652903357833761&urlEnc=ISO-8859-1&&citeString=IACODE%20321.431&countryCode=USA
https://w3.nexis.com/new/mungo/lexseestat.do?bct=A&risb=21_T10697298177&homeCsi=156580&A=0.5652903357833761&urlEnc=ISO-8859-1&&citeString=IACODE%20321.430&countryCode=USA
https://w3.nexis.com/new/mungo/lexseestat.do?bct=A&risb=21_T10697298177&homeCsi=156580&A=0.5652903357833761&urlEnc=ISO-8859-1&&citeString=IACODE%20321.430&countryCode=USA
https://w3.nexis.com/new/mungo/lexseestat.do?bct=A&risb=21_T10697298177&homeCsi=156580&A=0.5652903357833761&urlEnc=ISO-8859-1&&citeString=IACODE%20321.431&countryCode=USA


c. Each exhaust system must be equipped with a muffler that prevents excessive noise.  

d. No part of the exhaust system shall pass through any area of the vehicle that is used as a passenger -

carrying compartment, and shall be so constructed that persons enteri ng the vehicle cannot make contact 

with the exhaust system.  

e. All exterior side exhaust pipes must be fully shielded and any vertical truck exhaust stacks shall be 

shielded to the top of the cab.  

450.2(17) Frame. Every vehicle shall be equipped with a fra me consisting of wall box tubing, round 

tubing, wall channel or unitized construction capable of supporting the vehicle, its load and the torque 

produced by the power source.  

450.2(18) Fuel system. Every motor vehicle shall have a fuel system in which all components are securely 

fastened with fasteners designed for this purpose, including the tank, tubing, hoses, clamps, etc. The filler 

from the system shall be located in a position not within the passenger -carrying compartment, and shall 

be capped. The sys tem shall be leakproof, and fuel lines shall be positioned so as not to come in contact 

with high temperature surfaces or moving parts.  

450.2(19) Steering and suspension.  

a. Every motor vehicle shall have no parts extending below the wheel rims in their lo west position, except 

for tires and electrical grounding devices designed for this purpose.  

b. The steering system shall remain unobstructed when turned from lock to lock.  

c. The steering wheel shall have no less than two turns and no more than six turns w hen turning the road 

wheels from lock to lock.  

d. While in a sharp turn at a speed between 5 and 15 MPH, release of the steering wheel shall result in a 

distinct tendency for the vehicle to increase its turning radius.  

e. No motor vehicle shall be construc ted so that the weight on any axle is less than 20 percent of the 

gross weight of the vehicle and load.  

f. Motor vehicles shall be equipped with a damping device at each wheel location providing a minimum 

relative motion between the unsprung axle and the c hassis of plus or minus 2 inches.  

g. When each corner of the vehicle is depressed and released the damping device shall stop vertical body 

motion within two cycles.  

h. There shall be no heating or welding on coil springs, leaf springs, or torsion bars.  

450 .2(20) Tires. Tires shall comply with  Iowa Code section 3 21.440 . Each tire shall have a load -bearing 

capacity in keeping with the size and weight of the vehicle.  

450.2(21) Lighting and electrical system. Each motor vehicle shall be equipped with approved lighting 

devices in sufficient number, type, and location s to meet the requirements of  Iowa Code sections 

321.384  to  321.423 , including headlamps, rear lamps, license pl ate lamp, rear reflectors, parking lamps, 

stop lamps, turn signals, and high - low beam indicator. In addition, every motor vehicle shall be equipped 

with:  

a. A driver -controlled switch capable of selecting high and low beams (dimmer switch).  

b. A motor vehi cle more than 40 inches in width shall be equipped with turn signal lamps and have a 

manually operated switch controlled by the driver that shall cause the turn signal lamps to function. This 

switch shall be self - canceling.  

c. A horn that shall be electric ally actuated, and shall emit a sound clearly audible from a distance of 200 

feet. The horn shall be actuated with a switch easily accessible to the driver when operating the vehicle.  
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d. All wiring shall be done in an orderly and workmanlike fashion, with no wiring in contact with high 

temperature surfaces or moving parts.  

e. Headlamps shall be in a plane that is perpendicular to a vertical plane through the longitudinal 

centerline of the vehicle. The headlamps shall be mounted not less than 24 inches, nor more than 54 

inches, above the road surface when measured to the headlamp center.  

f. A tail lamp or lamps shall be mounted on the rear of the motor vehicle or vehicle, exhibiting a red light 

plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear. The tail  lamp or lamps shall be mounted not less 

than 15 inches, nor more than 72 inches, above the roadway.  

g. All original lamps and lighting equipment provided on the motor vehicle by the manufacturer shall be 

maintained in working condition or shall be replace d with equivalent equipment.  
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TITLE VIII.   TRANSPORTATION   

SUBTITLE 2.   VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 321.   MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD   

REGISTRATION, CERTIFICATE OF TITLE, AND PROOF OF SECURITY AGAINST FINANC IAL LIABILITY  

Iowa Code § 321.23  (2016 )  

 

321.23   Titles to  specially  constructed and  reconstructed  vehicles, street rods, replica vehicles,  and 

foreign  vehicles.  

 

   1.  a.   If the  vehicle  to be registered is a  specially  constructed  vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, 

street rod, replica vehicle,  or foreign  vehicle,  such fact shall be stated in the application. A fee of ten 

dollars shall be paid by the person making the application upon issuance of a certificate of title by the 

county treasurer. For a  specially  constructed  vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street rod, or replica 

vehicle  subject to registration, the application shall be accompanied by a statement from the department 

authorizing the motor vehicle to be titled and registered in this state.  

b.   The de partment shall cause a physical inspection to be made of all  specially  constructed  vehicles, 

reconstructed vehicles, street rods, and replica vehicles  upon application for a certificate of title by 

the owner, to determine whether the motor  vehicle  complies  with the definition of  

specially  constructed  vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street rod, or replica vehicle  in this chapter 

and to determine that the integral component parts are properly identified and that the rightful ownership 

is established before is suing the owner the authority to have the motor vehicle registered and titled. The 

purpose of the physical inspection under this section is not to determine whether the motor vehicle is in a 

condition safe to operate.  

c.   The owner of a  specially  construct ed vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street rod, or replica 

vehicle  shall apply for a certificate of title and registration for the vehicle at the county treasurer's office 

within thirty days of the inspection. For a foreign vehicle which has been registered  outside this state, the 

owner shall surrender to the treasurer all registration plates, registration cards, and certificates of title, or 

if the vehicle to be registered is from a nontitle state, the evidence of foreign registration and ownership 

as may b e prescribed by the department except as provided in subsection 2.  

d.   Upon completion of every  specially  constructed  vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, street rod, or 

replica vehicle,  the owner shall certify on a form prescribed by the department that such v ehicle is in 

compliance with all equipment specifications required under this chapter.  

2.   Where in the course of operation of a vehicle registered in another state it is desirable to retain 

registration of said vehicle in such other state, such applicant need not surrender but shall submit for 

inspection said evidence of such foreign registration and the treasurer upon a proper showing shall 

register said vehicle in this state but shall not issue a certificate of title for such vehicle.  

3.   In the event an  applicant for registration of a foreign vehicle for which a certificate of title has been 

issued is able to furnish evidence of being the registered owner of the vehicle to the county treasurer of 

the owner's residence, although unable to surrender such c ertificate of title, the county treasurer may 

issue a registration receipt and plates upon receipt of the required annual registration fee and the fee for 

new registration but shall not issue a certificate of title thereto. Upon surrender of the certificat e of title 

from the foreign state, the county treasurer shall issue a certificate of title to the owner, or person entitled 

thereto, of such vehicle as provided in this chapter. The owner of a vehicle registered under this 

subsection shall not be required to obtain a certificate of title in this state and may transfer ownership of 

the vehicle to a motor vehicle dealer licensed under chapter 322 if, at the time of the transfer, the 

certificate of title is held by a secured party and the dealer has forwarded to the secured party the sum 

necessary to discharge the security interest pursuant to section 321.48, subsection 1.  

4.   A vehicle which does not meet the equipment requirements of this chapter due to the particular use for 

which it is designed or intended,  may be registered by the department upon payment of appropriate fees 

and after inspection and certification by the department that the vehicle is not in an unsafe condition. A 

person is not required to have a certificate of title to register a vehicle und er this subsection. If the owner 



elects to have a certificate of title issued for the vehicle, a fee of twenty dollars shall be paid by the person 

making the application upon issuance of a certificate of title. If the department's inspection reveals that 

the vehicle may be safely operated only under certain conditions or on certain types of roadways, the 

department may restrict the registration to limit operation of the vehicle to the appropriate conditions or 

roadways. This subsection does not apply to sno wmobiles as defined in section 321G.1. Section 321.382 

does not apply to a vehicle registered under this subsection which is operated exclusively by a person with 

a disability who has obtained a persons with disabilities parking permit as provided in secti on 321L.2, if 

the persons with disabilities parking permit is carried in or on the vehicle and shown to a peace officer on 

request.  
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321.24   Issuance of registration and certificate of title.  

 

   1.   Upon receipt of the application for title and payment of the  required fees for a motor vehicle, trailer, 

or semitrailer, the county treasurer or the department shall, when satisfied as to the applicationôs 

genuineness and regularity, and, in the case of a mobile home or manufactured home, that taxes are not 

owing u nder chapter 423 or 435, issue a certificate of title and, except for a mobile home or manufactured 

home, a registration receipt, and shall file the application, the manufacturerôs or importerôs certificate, the 

certificate of title, or other evidence of o wnership, as prescribed by the department. The registration 

receipt shall be delivered to the owner and shall contain upon its face the date issued, the name and 

address of the owner, the registration number assigned to the vehicle, the amount of the fee p aid, the 

type of fuel used, a description of the vehicle as determined by the department, and a form for notice of 

transfer of the vehicle. The name and address of any lessee of the vehicle shall not be printed on the 

registration receipt or certificate of  title. Up to three owners may be listed on the registration receipt and 

certificate of title.  

2.  The county treasurer shall maintain in the county record system information contained on the 

registration receipt. The information shall be accessible by reg istration number and shall be open for 

public inspection during reasonable business hours. Copies the department requires shall be sent to the 

department in the manner and at the time the department directs.  

3.  The certificate of title shall contain upon its face the identical information required upon the face of the 

registration receipt. In addition, the certificate of title shall contain a statement of the ownerôs title, the 

title number assigned to the owner or owners of the vehicle, the name and addre ss of the previous owner, 

and a statement of all security interests and encumbrances as shown in the application, upon the vehicle 

described, including the nature of the security interest, date of perfection, and name and mailing address 

of the secured par ty.  

4.  If the prior certificate of title is from another state and indicates that the vehicle was rebuilt, the new 

certificate of title and registration receipt shall contain the designation ñREBUILTò printed on its face 

together with the name of the stat e issuing the prior title. The designation shall be retained on the face of 

all subsequent certificates of title and registration receipts for the vehicle.  

5.  If the prior certificate of title is from another state and indicates that the vehicle was junke d, an Iowa 

junking certificate shall be issued according to section 321.52, subsections 2 and 3. If the prior certificate 

of title from another state indicates that the vehicle is salvaged and not rebuilt or is a salvage certificate of 

title, an Iowa salva ge certificate of title shall be issued and a ñSALVAGEò designation shall be retained on 

all subsequent Iowa certificates of title and registration receipts for the vehicle, unless the owner has 

surrendered the prior certificate of title and a salvage thef t examination certificate, as provided under 

section 321.52, subsection 4, paragraph ñbò, and the salvage theft examination certificate was properly 

executed within thirty days of the date the owner was assigned the prior certificate of title. The 

departme nt may require that subsequent Iowa certificates of title retain other statesô designations which 

indicate that a vehicle had incurred prior damage. The department shall determine the manner in which 

other statesô rebuilt, salvage, or other designations are to be indicated on Iowa titles.  

6.  If the prior certificate of title is from another state and indicates that the vehicle was returned to the 

manufacturer pursuant to a law of another state similar to chapter 322G, the new registration receipt and 

certi ficate of title, and all subsequent registration receipts and certificates of title issued for the vehicle, 

shall contain a designation indicating the vehicle was returned to the manufacturer. The department shall 

determine the manner in which other states ô designations are to be indicated on Iowa registration receipts 

and certificates of title. The department may determine that a ñREBUILTò or ñSALVAGEò designation 

supersedes the designation required by this subsection and include the ñREBUILTò or ñSALVAGEò 

designation on the registration receipt and certificate of title in lieu of the designation required by this 

subsection.  

7.  The certificate shall contain the name of the county treasurer or of the department and, if the 

certificate of title is printed, t he signature of the county treasurer, the deputy county treasurer, or the 

department director or deputy designee. The certificate of title shall contain upon the reverse side a form 

for assignment of title or interest and warranty by the owner, for reassig nments by a dealer licensed in 



this state or in another state if the state in which the dealer is licensed permits Iowa licensed dealers to 

similarly reassign certificates of title. However, titles for mobile homes or manufactured homes shall not 

be reassi gned by licensed dealers. Notwithstanding section 321.1, subsection 17, as used in this 

subsection, ñdealerò means every person engaged in the business of buying, selling, or exchanging 

vehicles of a type required to be registered under this chapter.  

8.  T he original certificate of title shall be delivered to the owner if there is no security interest. Otherwise 

the certificate of title shall be delivered by the county treasurer or the department to the person holding 

the first security interest. Delivery m ay be made using electronic means.  

9.  The county treasurer or the department shall maintain in the county or department records system 

information contained on the certificate of title. The information shall be accessible by title certificate 

number for a  period of three years from the date of notification of cancellation of title or that a new title 

has been issued as provided in this chapter. Copies the department requires shall be sent to the 

department in the manner and at the time the department direc ts. The department shall designate a 

uniform system of title numbers to indicate the county of issuance.  

10.  A vehicle shall be registered for the registration year. A vehicle registered for the first time in this 

state shall be registered for the remaini ng unexpired months of the registration year and pay an annual 

registration fee prorated for the remaining unexpired months of the registration year plus a fee for new 

registration if applicable pursuant to section 321.105A. Except for a vehicle registered  under chapter 326, 

a vehicle registered for the first time during the eleventh month of the ownerôs registration year may be 

registered for the remaining unexpired months of the registration year as provided in this subsection or 

for the remaining unexpir ed months of the registration year and for the next registration year, upon 

payment of the applicable registration fees.  

11.  If the county treasurer or department is not satisfied as to the ownership of the vehicle or that there 

are no undisclosed securit y interests in it, or a junking certificate has been issued for the vehicle but a 

certificate of title will not be reissued under section 321.52, subsection 3, and the vehicle qualifies as an 

antique vehicle under section 321.115, subsection 1, the county treasurer or department may register the 

vehicle but shall, as a condition of issuing a certificate of title and registration receipt, require the 

applicant to file with the department a bond in the form prescribed by the department and executed by 

the app licant, and either accompanied by the deposit of cash with the department or also executed by a 

person authorized to conduct a surety business in this state. The owner of a vehicle subject to the bond 

requirements of this subsection shall apply for a certi ficate of title and registration for the vehicle at the 

county treasurerôs office within thirty days of issuance of written authorization from the department. The 

bond shall be in an amount equal to one and one -half times the current value of the vehicle a s determined 

by the department and conditioned to indemnify any prior owner and secured party and any subsequent 

purchaser of the vehicle or person acquiring any security interest in it, and their respective successors in 

interest, against any expense, los s, or damage, including reasonable attorney fees, by reason of the 

issuance of the certificate of title for the vehicle or on account of any defect in or undisclosed security 

interest upon the right, title, and interest of the applicant in and to the vehic le. Any such interested 

person has a right of action to recover on the bond for any breach of its conditions, but the aggregate 

liability of the surety to all persons shall not exceed the amount of the bond. The bond, and any deposit 

accompanying it, shall  be returned at the end of three years or earlier if the vehicle is no longer registered 

in this state and the currently valid certificate of title is surrendered to the department, unless the 

department has been notified of the pendency of an action to re cover on the bond. The department may 

authorize issuance of a certificate of title as provided in this subsection for a vehicle with an unreleased 

security interest upon presentation of satisfactory evidence that the security interest has been 

extinguished  or that the holder of the security interest cannot be located to release the security interest as 

provided in section 321.50.  

12.  A person who violates this section commits a simple misdemeanor.  
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TITLE VIII.   TRANSPORTATION   

SUBTITLE 2.   VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 321.   MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD   

REGISTRATION, CER TIFICATE OF TITLE, AND PROOF OF SECURITY AGAINST FINANCIAL LIABILITY  

  

Iowa  Code § 321.43  (2016 )  

 

321.43   New  identifying numbers.  

 

   The department may assign a distinguishing number to a vehicle when the  vehicle 

identification  number on the vehicle is destroyed or obliterated and issue to the owner a special plate 

bearing the distinguishing number which shall be affixed to the vehicle in a position to be determined by 

the director. The vehicle shall be registered and titled under the distinguishing numb er in lieu of the 

former  vehicle identification  number within thirty days of issuance of the distinguishing number.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TITLE VIII.   TRANSPORTATION   

SUBTITLE 2.   VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 321.   MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD   

REGISTRATION, CERTIFICATE OF TITLE, AND PROOF OF SECURITY AGAINST FINANCIAL LIABILITY  

 

Iowa Code § 321.37  (2016 )  

 

321.37   Display of plates.  

 

   1.   Registration plates issued for a motor vehicle other than an autocycle, motorcycle, motorized bicycle, 

or truck tractor shall be attached to the motor vehicle, one in the front and the other in the rear. The 

registration plate issued for an autocycle, motorcycle, or other vehicle required to be registered hereunder 

shall be attached to the rear of the vehicl e. The registration plate issued for a truck tractor shall be 

attached to the front of the truck tractor. The special plate issued to a dealer shall be attached on the rear 

of the vehicle when operated on the highways of this state.  

2.  Registration plates  issued for a motor vehicle which is model year 1948 or older, and reconstructed or 

specially constructed vehicles built to resemble a model year 1948 vehicle or older, other than a truck 

registered for more than five tons, autocycle, motorcycle, or truck tractor, may display one registration 

plate on the rear of the vehicle if the other registration plate issued to the vehicle is carried in the vehicle 

at all times when the vehicle is operated on a public highway.  

3.  It is unlawful for the owner of a vehi cle to place any frame around or over the registration plate which 

does not permit full view of all numerals and letters printed on the registration plate.  

 

 

S13, § 1571 -m11; C24, 27, 31, 35, § 4877; C39, § 5001.21; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77,  79, 

81, § 321.37; 84 Acts, ch 1305, § 50; 90 Acts, ch 1233, § 16; 97 Acts, ch 104, § 11; 2016 H.F. 2437, § 

12, eff. July 1, 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TITLE VIII.   TRANSPORTATION   

SUBTITLE 2.   VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 321.   MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD   

REGISTRATION FEES  

 

Iowa Code § 321.115  ( 2016 )  

 

321.115   Antique  vehicles  --  model year plates permitted.  

 

   1.   a.   A motor vehicle twenty - five years old or older may be registered as an  antique  vehicle.  The 

annual registration fee is the fee provided in s ection 321.113, 321.122, or 321.124.  

b.   The owner of a motor  truck , truck tractor, road tractor, or motor home that is twenty - five  

years  old  or older  who desires to use the vehicle exclusively for exhibition or educational purposes at 

state or county fair s, or at other places where the vehicle may be exhibited for entertainment or 

educational purposes, may register the vehicle as a " limited  use " vehicle in accordance with sections 

321.58 through 321.62 . The "limited use" registration under this paragraph p ermits driving of the 

vehicle upon the public roads to and from state and county fairs or other places of entertainment or 

education for exhibition or educational purposes and to and from service stations for the purpose of 

receiving necessary maintenance,  or for the purposes of transporting, testing, demonstrating, or selling 

the vehicle.  

c.   The owner of a motor vehicle registered under this subsection may display  authentic  Iowa 

registration  plates  from the model year of the motor vehicle, furnished by th e person and approved by 

the department, in lieu of the current and valid Iowa registration plates issued for the vehicle, provided 

that the current and valid Iowa registration plates and the registration card issued for the vehicle are 

simultaneously carr ied within the vehicle and are available for inspection to any peace officer upon the 

officer's request.  

2.   The sale of a motor vehicle twenty years old or older which is primarily of value as a collector's item 

and not as transportation is not subject to  chapter 322, and any person may sell such a vehicle at retail 

without a license as required under chapter 322.  

3.   Truck tractors and semitrailers used in combination for exhibition and educational purposes may be 

registered and driven according to the pr ovisions of subsection 1. Truck tractors and semitrailers 

registered under this section shall not be used to haul loads.  

4.   A person convicted of a violation of this section is guilty of a simple misdemeanor punishable as a 

scheduled violation under secti on 805.8A, subsection 2, paragraph  "b" .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

Iowa Code §§ 321.58 - 61  (2016 )  

 

321.58   APPLICATION.  

         All dealers, transporters, and new motor vehicle wholesalers  

      licensed under chapter 322, upon payment of a fee of seventy dollars  

      for a two -year period or part thereof, may make application to the  

      department upon the appropriate form for a certificate containing a  

      general distinguishing number and for one or more special plates as  

      appropriate to various types o f vehicles subject to registration.  

      The applicant shall also submit proof of the applicant's status as a  

      bona fide transporter, new motor vehicle wholesaler licensed under  

      chapter 322, or dealer, as reasonably required by the department.  

      Dealers in new vehicles shall furnish satisfactory evidence of a  

      valid franchise with the manufacturer of the vehicles authorizing the  

      dealership.   

 

321.59   ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE.  

         The department, upon granting any such applica tion, shall issue to  

      the applicant a certificate containing the applicant's name and  

      address and the general distinguishing number assigned to the  

      applicant.  

 

321.60   ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL PLATES.  

         The department shall also issue s pecial plates as applied for,  

      which shall display the general distinguishing number assigned to the  

      applicant.  Each plate so issued shall also contain a number or  

      symbol identifying the plate and distinguishing it from every other  

      plate bearing the same general distinguishing number.  The fee for  

      each special plate is forty dollars for a two -year period or part  

      thereof.  

 

321.61   EXPIRATION OF SPECIAL PLATES.  

         A special plate shall expire at midnight on December 3 1 of  

      even -numbered years.  A person shall not be considered to be driving  

      a vehicle with an expired registration for one month following the  

      expiration date of the special plate.   

 

321.62   RECORDS REQUIRED.  

         Every transporter or dealer shall keep a written record of the  

      vehicles upon which such special plates are used, which record shall  

      be open to inspection by any police officer or any officer or  

      employee of the department.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TITLE VIII.   TRANSPORTATION   

SUBTITLE 2.   VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 321.   MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD   

REGISTRATION FEES  

  

Iowa Code § 321.115A  (2016 )  

 

321.115A   Replica  vehicles and street rods  --  model year plates permitted --  penalty.  

 

   1.   A motor vehicle may be re gistered as a  replica  vehicle or street rod  upon payment of the fee 

provided for in section 321.109, 321.113, 321.122, or 321.124. The owner of a vehicle registered under 

this section may display registration plates from or representing the model year of t he motor vehicle or 

the model year of the motor vehicle the registered vehicle is designed to resemble, furnished by the 

person and approved by the department, in lieu of the current and valid Iowa registration plates issued for 

the vehicle, provided that the current and valid Iowa registration plates and the registration card issued 

for the vehicle are simultaneously carried within the vehicle and are available for inspection to any peace 

officer upon the officer's request.  

2.   Truck tractors and semitrail ers registered under this section shall not be used to haul loads.  

3.   A person convicted of a violation of this section is guilty of a simple misdemeanor punishable as a 

scheduled violation under section 805.8A, subsection 2, paragraph  "b" .  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TITLE VIII.   TRANSPORTATION   

SUBTITLE 2.   VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 321.   MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD   

SPECIAL ANTITHEFT LAW  

 

Iowa Code § 321.92  (2016 )  

 

321.92   Altering or changing numbers.  

 

   1.   Fraudulent intent.  

a.   No person shall with frau dulent intent, deface, destroy, or alter the vehicle identification number or 

component part number or other distinguishing number or identification mark of a vehicle or component 

part, including a rebuilt identification, nor shall a person place or stamp a serial, engine, or other number 

or mark upon a vehicle or component part, except one assigned thereto by the department.  

b.   The year of manufacture of a fence - line feeder, grain cart, or tank wagon manufactured on or after 

July 1, 2001, shall be permane ntly made a part of the identification plate on the vehicle. A person shall 

not fraudulently alter, deface, or attempt to fraudulently alter or deface the year of manufacture or other 

product identification number on a fence - line feeder, grain cart, or tan k wagon.  

c.   A violation of this subsection is a felony punishable as provided in section 321.483.  

d.   This subsection does not prohibit the restoration of an original vehicle identification number, 

component part number, or other number or mark when the r estoration is made by the department, nor 

prevent a manufacturer from placing, in the ordinary course of business, numbers or marks upon vehicles 

or component parts.  

2.   Vehicles without identification numbers.   A person who knowingly buys, receives, dispo ses of, sells, 

offers for sale, or has in the person's possession a vehicle, or a component part of a vehicle, from which 

the  vehicle  identification number,  rebuilt  identification, or component part number has been removed, 

defaced, covered, altered, or de stroyed for the purpose of concealing or misrepresenting the identity of 

the vehicle or component part is guilty of a simple misdemeanor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TITLE VIII.   TRANSPORTATION   

SUBTITLE 2.   VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 321.   MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD   

REGISTRATION FEES  

 

Iowa Code § 321.105A  (2016 )  

 

 

321.105A   Fee for new registration.  

 

   1.   Definitions.   The following terms, when used in this section, shall have the following meanings, 

except in those instances where the context clearly indicates o therwise:  

a.   "Department"  means the department of revenue.  

b.   "Director"  means the director of revenue.  

c.   "Owner"  means as defined in section 321.1. For purposes of the fee for new registration imposed on 

leased vehicles under subsection 3,  "owner"  mea ns the  "lessor" .  

d.   "Purchase"  means any transfer, exchange, or barter, conditional or otherwise, in any manner or by any 

means whatsoever, for consideration.  

2.   Fee imposed --  exemptions.   In addition to the annual registration fee required under sectio n 321.105, 

a "fee for new registration" is imposed in the amount of five percent of the purchase price for each vehicle 

subject to registration. The fee for new registration shall be paid by the owner of the vehicle to the county 

treasurer at the time appl ication is made for a new registration and certificate of title, if applicable. A new 

registration receipt shall not be issued until the fee has been paid. The county treasurer or the department 

of transportation shall require every applicant for a new reg istration receipt for a vehicle subject to 

registration to supply information as the county treasurer or the director deems necessary as to the time 

of purchase, the purchase price, and other information relative to the purchase of the vehicle. On or 

befor e the tenth day of each month, the county treasurer or the department of transportation shall remit 

to the department of revenue the amount of the fees for new registration collected during the preceding 

month.  

a.   For purposes of this subsection, "purchas e price" applies to the measure subject to the fee for new 

registration. "Purchase price" shall be determined in the same manner as "sales price" is determined for 

purposes of computing the tax imposed upon the sales price of tangible personal property und er chapter 

423, pursuant to the definition in section 423.1, subsection 47, subject to the following exemptions:  

(1)   Exempted from the purchase price of any vehicle subject to registration is the amount of any cash 

rebate which is provided by a motor vehi cle manufacturer to the purchaser of the vehicle subject to 

registration so long as the rebate is applied to the purchase price of the vehicle.  

(2) (a)   In transactions, except those subject to subparagraph division (b), in which a vehicle subject to 

regis tration is traded toward the purchase price of another vehicle subject to registration, the purchase 

price is only that portion of the purchase price which is valued in money, whether received in money or 

not, if the following conditions are met:  

(i)   The vehicle traded to the retailer is the type of vehicle normally sold in the regular course of the 

retailer's business.  

(ii)   The vehicle traded to the retailer is intended by the retailer to be ultimately sold at retail or is 

intended to be used by the reta iler or another in the remanufacturing of a like vehicle.  

(b)   In a transaction between persons, neither of which is a retailer of vehicles subject to registration, in 

which a vehicle subject to registration is traded toward the purchase price of another v ehicle subject to 

registration, the amount of the trade - in value allowed on the vehicle subject to registration traded is 

exempted from the purchase price.  



(c)   In order for the trade - in value to be excluded from the purchase price, the name or names on th e title 

and registration of the vehicle being purchased must be the same name or names on the title and 

registration of the vehicle being traded. The following trades qualify under this subparagraph division (c):  

(i)   A trade involving spouses, if the trad ed vehicle and the acquired vehicle are titled in the name of one 

or both of the spouses, with no outside party named on the title.  

(ii)   A trade involving a grandparent, parent, or child, including adopted and step relationships, if the 

name of one of the  family members from the title of the traded vehicle is also on the title of the newly 

acquired vehicle.  

(iii)   A trade involving a business, if one of the owners listed on the title of the traded vehicle is a 

business, and the names on the title are separ ated by "or".  

(iv)   A trade in which the vehicle being purchased is titled in the name of an individual other than the 

owner of the traded vehicle due to the cosigning requirements of a financial institution.  

(3)   Exempted from the purchase price of a repl acement motor vehicle owned by a motor vehicle dealer 

licensed under chapter 322 which is being registered by that dealer and is not otherwise exempt from the 

fee for new registration is the fair market value of a replaced motor vehicle if all of the follo wing conditions 

are met:  

(a)   The motor vehicle being registered is being placed in service as a replacement motor vehicle for a 

motor vehicle registered by the motor vehicle dealer.  

(b)   The motor vehicle being registered is taken from the motor vehicle d ealer's inventory.  

(c)   Use tax or the fee for new registration on the motor vehicle being replaced was paid by the motor 

vehicle dealer when that motor vehicle was registered.  

(d)   The replaced motor vehicle is returned to the motor vehicle dealer's inven tory for sale.  

(e)   The application for registration and title of the motor vehicle being registered is filed with the county 

treasurer within two weeks of the date the replaced motor vehicle is returned to the motor vehicle dealer's 

inventory.  

(f)   The mo tor vehicle being registered is placed in the same or substantially similar service as the 

replaced motor vehicle.  

b.   For purposes of this subsection, the fee for new registration on a vehicle registered in this state by the 

manufacturer of that vehicle f rom a manufacturer's statement of origin is calculated on the base value of 

fifty percent of the retail list price of the vehicle.  

c.   The following are exempt from the fee for new registration imposed under this subsection, 

as long as a valid affidavit is  filed with the county treasurer at the time of application for 

registration:  

(1)   Entities listed in section 423.3, subsections 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 31, and 79, to the 

extent that those entities are exempt from the tax imposed on the sale o f tangible personal property, 

consisting of goods, wares, or merchandise, sold at retail in the state to consumers or users.  

(2)   Vehicles as defined in section 321.1, subsections 41, 64A, 71, 85, and 88, except such vehicles 

subject to registration which are designed primarily for carrying persons, when purchased for lease and 

actually leased to a lessee for use outside the state of Iowa and the subsequent sole use in Iowa is in 

interstate commerce or interstate transportation.  

(3) (a)   Vehicles subject to  registration which are transferred from a business or individual conducting a 

business within this state as a sole proprietorship, partnership, or limited liability company to a 

corporation formed by the sole proprietorship, partnership, or limited liabil ity company for the purpose of 

continuing the business when all of the stock of the corporation so formed is owned by the sole proprietor 

and the sole proprietor's spouse, by all the partners in the case of a partnership, or by all the members in 

the case of a limited liability company. This exemption is equally available where the vehicles subject to 

registration are transferred from a corporation to a sole proprietorship, partnership, or limited liability 



company formed by that corporation for the purpose  of continuing the business when all of the incidents 

of ownership are owned by the same person or persons who were stockholders of the corporation.  

(b)   This exemption also applies where the vehicles subject to registration are transferred from a 

corporat ion as part of the liquidation of the corporation to its stockholders if within three months of such 

transfer the stockholders retransfer those vehicles subject to registration to a sole proprietorship, 

partnership, or limited liability company for the pur pose of continuing the business of the corporation 

when all of the incidents of ownership are owned by the same person or persons who were stockholders of 

the corporation.  

(c)   This exemption applies to corporations that have been in existence for not long er than twenty - four 

months.  

(4)   Vehicles subject to registration which are transferred from a corporation that is primarily engaged in 

the business of leasing vehicles subject to registration to a corporation that is primarily engaged in the 

business of l easing vehicles subject to registration when the transferor and transferee corporations are 

part of the same controlled group for federal income tax purposes.  

(5) (a)   Vehicles registered or operated under chapter 326 and used substantially in interstate c ommerce. 

For purposes of this subparagraph (5), "substantially in interstate commerce"  means that a minimum of 

twenty - five percent of the miles operated by the vehicle accrues in states other than Iowa. This 

subparagraph (5) applies only to vehicles which a re registered for a gross weight of thirteen tons or more.  

(b)   For purposes of this subparagraph (5), trailers and semitrailers registered or operated under chapter 

326 are deemed to be used substantially in interstate commerce and to be registered for a gross weight of 

thirteen tons or more.  

(c)   For the purposes of this subparagraph (5), if a vehicle meets the requirement that twenty - five percent 

of the miles operated accrues in states other than Iowa in each year of the first four -year period of 

operati on, the exemption from the fee for new registration shall continue until the vehicle is sold or 

transferred. If the vehicle is found to have not met the exemption requirements or the exemption was 

revoked, the value of the vehicle upon which the fee for ne w registration shall be imposed is based on the 

original purchase price if revocation or nonqualification for this exemption occurs during the first year 

following registration. If revocation or nonqualification for this exemption occurs after the first ye ar 

following registration, the value of the vehicle upon which the fee shall be imposed is the book or market 

value, whichever is less, at the time the exemption requirements were not met or the exemption was 

revoked.  

(6)   Vehicles subject to registration in any state when purchased for rental or registered and titled by a 

motor vehicle dealer licensed pursuant to chapter 322 for rental use, and held for rental for a period of 

one hundred twenty days or more and actually rented for periods of sixty days or less by a person 

regularly engaged in the business of renting vehicles including but not limited to motor vehicle dealers 

licensed pursuant to chapter 322 who rent automobiles to users, if the rental of the vehicles is subject to 

taxation under chapter 423 C. 

(7)   Vehicles subject to registration in this state for which the applicant for registration has paid to another 

state a state sales, use, or occupational tax. However, if the tax paid to another state is less than the fee 

for new registration calculate d for the vehicle, the difference shall be the amount to be collected as the fee 

for new registration.  

(8)   A vehicle subject to registration in this state which is owned by a person who has moved from 

another state with the intention of changing residency  to Iowa, provided that the vehicle was purchased 

for use in the state from which the applicant moved and was not, at or near the time of purchase, 

purchased for use in Iowa.  

(9)   A vehicle that was previously registered in this state and was subsequently registered in another state 

is not subject to the fee for new registration when it is again registered in this state, provided that the 

applicant for registration has maintained ownership of the vehicle since its initial registration in this state 

and has previously paid the use tax or fee for new registration for the vehicle in this state.  

(10)   Vehicles transferred by operation of law as provided in section 321.47.  



(11)   Vehicles for which ownership is transferred to or from a revocable or irrevocable tru st, if no 

consideration is present.  

(12)   Vehicles transferred to the surviving corporation for no consideration as a result of a corporate 

merger according to the laws of this state in which the merging corporation is immediately extinguished 

and dissolve d.  

(13)   Vehicles purchased in this state by a nonresident for removal to the nonresident's state of residence 

if the purchaser applies to the county treasurer for a transit plate under section 321.109.  

(14)   Vehicles purchased by a licensed motor vehicle dealer for resale.  

(15)   Vehicles purchased by a licensed wholesaler of new motor vehicles for resale.  

(16)   Homemade vehicles  built from parts purchased at retail, upon which the consumer paid a 

tax to the seller, but only on such vehicles never before re gistered. This exemption does not 

apply for vehicles subject to registration which are made by a manufacturer engaged in the 

business for the purpose of sales or rental.  

(17)   Vehicles titled under a salvage certificate of title. However, when such a vehic le has been repaired 

and a regular certificate of title is applied for, the fee for new registration is due as follows:  

(a)   If the owner of the vehicle is a licensed recycler, unless the applicant is licensed as a vehicle dealer, 

the fee for new registrat ion applies based on the fair market value of the vehicle, with deduction allowed 

for the cost of parts, supplies, and equipment for which sales tax was paid and which were used to rebuild 

the vehicle.  

(b)   If the owner is a person who is not licensed as a  recycler or vehicle dealer, the fee for new 

registration applies based on the fair market value of the vehicle, with deduction allowed for the cost of 

parts, frames, chassis, auto bodies, or supplies that were purchased to rebuild the vehicle and for whic h 

sales tax was paid.  

(18)   A vehicle delivered to a resident Native American Indian on the reservation.  

(19)   A vehicle transferred from one individual to another as a gift in a transaction in which no 

consideration is present.  

(20)   A vehicle given by a corporation as a gift to a retiring employee.  

(21)   A vehicle sold by an entity where the profits from the sale are used by or donated to a nonprofit 

entity which is exempt from federal income taxation pursuant to  section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 

Code , a government entity, or a nonprofit private educational  institution, and where the entire proceeds 

from the sale of the vehicle are expended for any of the following purposes:  

(a)   Educational.  

(b)   Religious.  

(c)   Charitable. A charitable act is an act done out of goodwill, benevolence, and a desire to add to  or to 

improve the good of humankind in general or any class or portion of humankind, with no pecuniary profit 

inuring to the person performing the service or giving the gift.  

(22)   A vehicle given or sold to be subsequently awarded as a raffle prize under  chapter 99B.  

(23)   A vehicle won as a raffle prize under chapter 99B.  

(24)   A vehicle that is directly and primarily used in the recycling or reprocessing of waste products.  

(25)   Vehicles subject to registration under this chapter with a gross vehicle we ight rating of less than 

sixteen thousand pounds when purchased for lease and titled by the lessor licensed pursuant to chapter 

321F and actually leased for a period of twelve months or more if the lease of the vehicle is subject to the 

fee for new registr ation under subsection 3.  
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(a)   A lessor may maintain the exemption under this subparagraph (25) for a qualifying lease that 

terminates at the conclusion or prior to the contracted expiration date if the lessor does not use the 

vehicle for any purpose other  than for lease.  

(b)   Once the vehicle is used by the lessor for a purpose other than for lease, the exemption under this 

subparagraph (25) no longer applies and, unless there is another exemption from the fee for new 

registration, the fee for new registra tion is due on the fair market value of the vehicle determined at the 

time the lessor uses the vehicle for a purpose other than for lease, payable to the department.  

(c)   If the lessor holds the vehicle exclusively for sale, the fee for new registration is  due and payable on 

the purchase price of the vehicle at the time of purchase pursuant to this subsection.  

(26)   A vehicle repossessed by a licensed vehicle dealer pursuant to the uniform commercial code, chapter 

554, provided there is a valid lien on the title and the dealer anticipates reselling the vehicle.  

(27)   A vehicle repossessed by a financial institution or an individual by means of a foreclosure affidavit 

pursuant to the uniform commercial code, chapter 554, provided there is a valid lien on the vehicle and 

the foreclosure affidavit is used for the sole purpose of retaining possession of the vehicle until a new 

buyer is found. However, if the financial institution or individual uses the foreclosure affidavit to take title 

to the vehicle and regist er the vehicle, the fee for new registration shall be due based on the outstanding 

loan amount on the vehicle.  

(28)   A damaged vehicle acquired by an insurance company from a client or financial institution, provided 

the insurance company has a vehicle dea lers license.  

(29)   A vehicle returned to a manufacturer and titled in the manufacturer's name under section 322G.12.  

(30)   A vehicle purchased directly by a federal, state, or local governmental agency and titled in an 

individual's name pursuant to a gove rnmental program authorized by law.  

3.   Leased vehicles.  

a.   A fee for new registration is imposed in an amount equal to five percent of the leased price for each 

vehicle subject to registration with a gross vehicle weight rating of less than sixteen thous and pounds 

which is leased by a lessor licensed pursuant to chapter 321F for a period of twelve months or more. The 

fee for new registration shall be paid by the owner of the vehicle to the county treasurer from whom the 

registration receipt or certificate  of title is obtained. A registration receipt for a vehicle subject to 

registration or issuance of a certificate of title shall not be issued until the fee for new registration is paid 

in the initial instance.  

b.   The amount of the lease price subject to t he fee for new registration shall be computed on each 

separate lease transaction by taking the total of the lease payments, plus the down payment, and 

excluding the following charges, if included as part of the lease payment:  

(1)   Title fee.  

(2)   Annual re gistration fees.  

(3)   Fee for new registration.  

(4)   Federal excise taxes attributable to the sale of the vehicle to the owner or to the lease of the vehicle 

by the owner.  

(5)   Optional service or warranty contracts subject to tax pursuant to section 423.2 , subsection 1.  

(6)   Insurance.  

(7)   Manufacturer's rebate.  

(8)   Refundable deposit.  

(9)   Finance charges, if any, on items listed in subparagraphs (1) through (8).  



c.   If any or all of the items in paragraph  "b" , subparagraphs (1) through (8), are exclude d from the lease 

price subject to the fee for new registration, the owner shall maintain adequate records of the amounts of 

those items. If the parties to a lease enter into an agreement providing that the fee for new registration is 

to be paid by the less ee or included in the monthly lease payments to be paid by the lessee, the total cost 

of the fee for new registration shall not be included in the computation of the lease price for the purpose 

of the fee for new registration under this section. The county  treasurer or the department of 

transportation shall require every applicant for a registration receipt for a vehicle subject to a fee for new 

registration to supply information as the county treasurer or the director deems necessary as to the date 

of the lease transaction, the lease price, and other information relative to the lease of the vehicle.  

d.   On or before the tenth day of each month, the county treasurer or the department of transportation 

shall remit to the department of revenue the amount of th e fees for new registration collected during the 

preceding month.  

e.   If the lease is terminated prior to the termination date contained in the lease agreement, no refund 

shall be allowed for a fee for new registration previously paid under this section, e xcept as provided in 

section 322G.4.  

4.   Administration and enforcement --  director of revenue.  

a.   The director of revenue in consultation with the department of transportation shall administer and 

enforce the fee for new registration as nearly as possibl e in conjunction with the administration and 

enforcement of the state use tax law, except that portion of the law which implements the streamlined 

sales and use tax agreement.  

b.   Section 422.25, subsection 4, sections 422.30, 422.67, and 422.68, section 4 22.69, subsection 1, 

sections 422.70, 422.71, 422.72, 422.74, and 422.75, section 423.14, subsection 2, and sections 423.23, 

423.24, 423.25, 423.32, 423.33, 423.35, 423.37 through 423.42, 423.45, and 423.47, consistent with 

the provisions of this section, apply with respect to the fees for new registration authorized under this 

section in the same manner and with the same effect as if the fees for new registration were retail use 

taxes within the meaning of those statutes.  

5.   Collections by dealers.  

a.   If  an amount of the fee for new registration represented by a dealer to the purchaser of a vehicle is 

computed upon a purchase price that is not subject to the fee for new registration or the amount 

represented is in excess of the actual amount subject to th e fee and the amount represented is actually 

paid by the purchaser to the dealer, the excess amount of fee for new registration paid shall be returned 

to the purchaser upon notification to the dealer by the department that an excess payment exists.  

b.   If an amount of the fee for new registration represented by a dealer to a purchaser is computed upon a 

purchase price that is not subject to the fee for new registration or the amount represented is in excess of 

the actual amount subject to the fee and the am ount represented is actually paid by the purchaser to the 

dealer, the excess amount of fee for new registration paid shall be returned to the purchaser upon proper 

notification to the dealer by the purchaser that an excess payment exists. "Proper" notifica tion is written 

notification which allows a dealer at least sixty days to respond and which contains enough information to 

allow a dealer to determine the validity of a purchaser's claim that an excess amount of fee for new 

registration has been paid. No c ause of action shall accrue against a dealer for excess fee for new 

registration paid until sixty days after proper notice has been given the dealer by the purchaser.  

c.   In the circumstances described in paragraphs  "a"  and  "b" , a dealer has the option to either return any 

excess amount of fee for new registration paid to a purchaser, or to remit the amount which a purchaser 

has paid to the dealer to the department.  

6.   Refunds.  

a.   A fee for new registration is not refundable, except in the following circu mstances:  

(1)   If a vehicle is sold and later returned to the seller and the entire purchase price is refunded by the 

seller, the purchaser is entitled to a refund of the fee for new registration paid. To obtain a refund, the 

purchaser shall make applicati on on forms provided by the department and show proof that the entire 

purchase price was returned and that the fee for new registration had been paid.  



(2)   If a vehicle manufacturer reimburses a purchaser for the fee for new registration paid on a returned  

defective vehicle, the manufacturer may obtain a refund from the department by providing proof that the 

fee was paid and the purchaser reimbursed in accordance with the provisions of chapter 322G.  

(3)   If the department determines that, as a result of a m istake, an amount of the fee for new registration 

has been paid which was not due, such amount shall be refunded to the vehicle owner by the department.  

b.   A claim for refund under this subsection that has not been filed with the department within three y ears 

after the fee for new registration was paid shall not be allowed by the director.  

7.   Penalty for false statement.   A person who willfully makes a false statement in regard to the purchase 

price of a vehicle subject to a fee for new registration is gu ilty of a fraudulent practice. A person who 

willfully makes a false statement in regard to the purchase price of such a vehicle with the intent to evade 

payment of the fee for new registration shall be assessed a penalty of seventy - five percent of the amou nt 

of the fee unpaid and required to be paid on the actual purchase price less trade - in allowance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TITLE VIII.   TRANSPORTATION   

SUBTITLE 2.   VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 321.   MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD   

REGISTRATION FEES  

  

Iowa Code  § 321.113  ( 2016 )  

 

321.113   Automatic reduction.  

 

   1.   The annual registration fee for a motor vehicle shall not be automatically reduced under this section 

unless the fee is based on the value and weight of the motor vehicle as provided in section 321. 109, 

subsection 1.  

2.   If a motor vehicle is more than seven model years old, the part of the annual registration fee that is 

based on the value of the vehicle shall be seventy - five percent of the rate as fixed when the motor vehicle 

was new and the total fee shall not be less than fifty dollars; except that if the registration is a renewal for 

a vehicle registered to the same owner prior to January 1, 2009, the annual registration fee shall not be 

more than the fee paid for the previous registration year.  

3.   If a motor vehicle is more than nine model years old, the part of the annual registration fee that is 

based on the value of the vehicle shall be fifty percent of the rate as fixed when the motor vehicle was 

new and the total fee shall not be less than fifty dollars; except that if the registration is a renewal for a 

vehicle registered to the same owner prior to January 1, 2009, the annual registration fee shall not be 

more than the fee paid for the previous registration year.  

4.  a.   Except as provided i n paragraph  "b" , if a motor vehicle is twelve model years old or older, the 

annual registration fee is fifty dollars; except that if the registration is a renewal for a vehicle registered to 

the same owner prior to January 1, 2009, the annual registration fee shall not be more than the fee paid 

for the previous registration year.  

b.   If the registration is a renewal for a motor  vehicle  registered as an  antique vehicle  by the same 

owner prior to January 1, 2009, the annual registration fee shall be twenty - th ree dollars for a motor 

vehicle that is model year 1970 through 1983 and sixteen dollars for a motor vehicle that is model year 

1969 or older.  

c.   For purposes of determining the portion of an annual registration fee under paragraph  "a"  or  "b"  that is 

base d upon the value of the motor vehicle, sixty percent of the annual registration fee is attributable to 

the value of the vehicle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Equipment  Exemptions  

From Iowa Administrative Code :  

IOWA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE  

*** THIS DOCUMENT IS CURRENT THROUGH TH E NOVEMBER 17, 2016  SUPPLEMENT ***  

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT[761]   

VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 450: MOTOR VEHICLE EQUIPMENT  

 

761 IAC 450.2(321)  (2016 )  

 

761 -450.2(321) Equipment requirements for specially constructed , reconstructed ,  street  rod,  and 

replica motor v ehicles , other than motorcycles and motorized bicycles.  

 

   The following standards are minimum requirements for constructing and equipping specially  

constructed , reconstructed ,  street  rod,  and replica  motor  vehicles  other than motorcycles and 

motorized bi cycles.  

450.2(1) Definitions. The definitions in  Iowa Code section 321.1  and rule 761 -- 400.16(321) are hereby 

made part of this chapter.  

450.2(2) Application. As outlined in rule 761 -- 400.16 (321), the applicant shall submit the required 

application forms and exhibits to the county treasurer. The vehicle and owner ship documents shall be 

examined by the department. If the department determines that the motor vehicle complies with this rule, 

that the integral parts and components have been identified as to ownership, and that the application 

forms have been completed  properly, the department shall assign an identification number to the vehicle 

and certify that the motor vehicle is eligible for titling and registration. If the frame or unibody specified 

on an application for a specially  constructed , reconstructed ,  stre et  rod,  or replica  motor  vehicle  is 

designated "not for highway use," the application shall not be approved. The exchange of compatible body 

parts does not constitute a specially  constructed , reconstructed ,  street  rod,  or replica  motor  

vehicle . The removal , addition, or substitution of reconstructed motor vehicle parts modifies the vehicle's 

external appearance so that it does not reflect the original make or manufacturer model for that model.  

450.2(3) Defroster and defogging device. Every closed motor vehi cle shall be equipped with a device 

capable of defogging or defrosting the windshield area.  

450.2(4) Door latches. Every motor vehicle that is equipped with doors leading directly into a 

compartment that contains one or more seating accommodations shall be  equipped with mechanically 

actuated door latches which firmly and automatically secure the door when pushed closed and which allow 

each door to be opened from the inside by the actuation of a convenient lever, handle or other nonelectric 

device. Interior handles must be visible.  

450.2(5) Floor pan. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a floor pan under the entire passenger -

carrying compartment. The floor pan shall support the weight of the number of occupants that the vehicle 

is designed to carry. Th e floor pan shall be so constructed that it prevents the entry of exhaust fumes.  

450.2(6) Glazing.  

a. Windshields. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a laminated safety glass windshield that 

complies with and bears the approval marking of the Ameri can National Standards Institute (ANSI) Z 26.1 

Standard. The windshield shall be in such a position that it affords continuous horizontal frontal protection 

to the driver and front seat occupants. The minimum vertical height of the unobstructed windshield glass 

shall be 6 inches. This paragraph does not preclude the use of a windshield that can be folded down to a 

horizontal position, provided that the windshield can be firmly fastened in both the vertical and horizontal 

positions.  

b. Side and rear glass. S ide and rear glass is not required in motor vehicles. If present, however, this 

glass must be either laminated or tempered safety glass bearing the approval of the ANSI Z 26.1 

Standard.  
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450.2(7) Driver visibility. Each motor vehicle shall provide the drive r with a minimum outward horizontal 

vision capability of 90 degrees each side of a vertical plane passing through the fore and aft centerline of 

the vehicle. This plane of vision may be interrupted by window framing and windshield door support posts 

not ex ceeding 4 inches in width at each side location.  

450.2(8) Hood latches. If a motor vehicle is equipped with a front -opening hood, that hood shall be 

equipped with a primary and secondary latching system to hold the hood in a closed position.  

450.2(9) Instr uments and controls. Each motor vehicle shall be equipped with:  

a. An operating speedometer calibrated to indicate "miles per hour."  

b. An operating odometer calibrated to indicate "total miles driven."  

c. A steering wheel circular or nearly circular in sh ape, having an outside diameter of not less than 13 

inches.  

d. An accelerator control system that returns the engine throttle to an idle position automatically when the 

driver removes the actuating force from the accelerator control.  

450.2(10) Brakes.  

a. E very motor vehicle shall be equipped with brakes acting upon all wheels. The service brakes must be 

capable of meeting or exceeding the stopping requirements of  Iowa Code section 321.431 . If necessary, 

the braking system may be tested by a road test on a public roadway by an officer of the motor vehicle 

divisio n of the department.  

b. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a parking brake operating on at least two wheels applied 

with required effectiveness despite exhaustion of any source of energy or leakage of any kind in the 

service brake system. The parki ng brake shall meet the requirements of  Iowa Code section s 

321.430  and  321.431 . 

450.2(11) Rearview mirror. Every  motor vehicle shall be equipped with two rearview mirrors, each having 

substantial unit magnification. One shall be mounted on the inside of the vehicle in such a position that it 

affords the driver a clear view to the rear. The other shall be mounted on the outside of the vehicle on the 

driver's side in such a position that it affords the driver a clear view to the rear. When an inside mirror 

does not give a clear view to the rear, a right -hand outside mirror shall be required in lieu thereof. The 

mirror mounting shall provide a stable support for the mirror, and shall provide for mirror adjustment by 

tilting in both horizontal and vertical directions. Each mirror shall have a minimum of 10 square inches of 

reflective surface.  

450.2(12) Seat belts. Every m otor vehicle shall be equipped with at least a Type I (lap belt) seat belt for 

the driver and each passenger seating position. The belts at each location shall comply with DOT Motor 

Vehicle Safety Standard No. 209, and shall be firmly anchored to the vehic le body.  

450.2(13) Seating. All bench - type and individual seats in motor vehicles shall be firmly anchored to 

structural components or body parts.  

450.2(14) Fenders and mud flaps. Rescinded IAB 9/8/10, effective 10/13/10.  

450.2(15) Bumpers. Rescinded IAB 9 /8/10, effective 10/13/10.  

450.2(16) Exhaust system. Every motor vehicle shall have an exhaust system meeting the following 

requirements:  

a. The system shall be free of leaks, including the exhaust manifold (or headers), piping forward of the 

muffler, the muffler(s), and tail piping.  

b. Exhaust fumes shall be emitted to the extremity of the vehicle, behind the rear wheels, or to the 

extremity of the vehicle within 6 inches in front of the rear wheels. Exhaust fumes from trucks, other than 
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enclosed vans, may  be emitted to the rear of that part of the vehicle designed for and normally used for 

carrying the driver and passengers.  

c. Each exhaust system must be equipped with a muffler that prevents excessive noise.  

d. No part of the exhaust system shall pass thr ough any area of the vehicle that is used as a passenger -

carrying compartment, and shall be so constructed that persons entering the vehicle cannot make contact 

with the exhaust system.  

e. All exterior side exhaust pipes must be fully shielded and any vert ical truck exhaust stacks shall be 

shielded to the top of the cab.  

450.2(17) Frame. Every vehicle shall be equipped with a frame consisting of wall box tubing, round 

tubing, wall channel or unitized construction capable of supporting the vehicle, its load and the torque 

produced by the power source.  

450.2(18) Fuel system. Every motor vehicle shall have a fuel system in which all components are securely 

fastened with fasteners designed for this purpose, including the tank, tubing, hoses, clamps, etc. The fil ler 

from the system shall be located in a position not within the passenger -carrying compartment, and shall 

be capped. The system shall be leakproof, and fuel lines shall be positioned so as not to come in contact 

with high temperature surfaces or moving p arts.  

450.2(19) Steering and suspension.  

a. Every motor vehicle shall have no parts extending below the wheel rims in their lowest position, except 

for tires and electrical grounding devices designed for this purpose.  

b. The steering system shall remain un obstructed when turned from lock to lock.  

c. The steering wheel shall have no less than two turns and no more than six turns when turning the road 

wheels from lock to lock.  

d. While in a sharp turn at a speed between 5 and 15 MPH, release of the steering w heel shall result in a 

distinct tendency for the vehicle to increase its turning radius.  

e. No motor vehicle shall be constructed so that the weight on any axle is less than 20 percent of the 

gross weight of the vehicle and load.  

f. Motor vehicles shall be  equipped with a damping device at each wheel location providing a minimum 

relative motion between the unsprung axle and the chassis of plus or minus 2 inches.  

g. When each corner of the vehicle is depressed and released the damping device shall stop verti cal body 

motion within two cycles.  

h. There shall be no heating or welding on coil springs, leaf springs, or torsion bars.  

450.2(20) Tires. Tires shall comply with  Iowa Code section 321.440 . Each tire shall have a load -bearing 

capacity in keeping with the size and weight of the vehicle.  

450.2(21) Lighting and e lectrical system. Each motor vehicle shall be equipped with approved lighting 

devices in sufficient number, type, and locations to meet the requirements of  Iowa Code sections 

321.384  to  321.423 , including headlamps, rear lamps, license plate lamp, rear reflectors, parking lamps, 

stop lamps, turn signals, and high - low beam indicator. In addition, every motor vehicle shall be equipped 

with:  

a. A driver -controlled switch capable of selecting high and low beams (dimmer switch).  

b. A motor vehicle more than 40 inches in width shall be equipped with turn signal lamps and have a 

manually operated switch controlled by the dr iver that shall cause the turn signal lamps to function. This 

switch shall be self - canceling.  
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c. A horn that shall be electrically actuated, and shall emit a sound clearly audible from a distance of 200 

feet. The horn shall be actuated with a switch easily  accessible to the driver when operating the vehicle.  

d. All wiring shall be done in an orderly and workmanlike fashion, with no wiring in contact with high 

temperature surfaces or moving parts.  

e. Headlamps shall be in a plane that is perpendicular to a v ertical plane through the longitudinal 

centerline of the vehicle. The headlamps shall be mounted not less than 24 inches, nor more than 54 

inches, above the road surface when measured to the headlamp center.  

f. A tail lamp or lamps shall be mounted on the rear of the motor vehicle or vehicle, exhibiting a red light 

plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear. The tail lamp or lamps shall be mounted not less 

than 15 inches, nor more than 72 inches, above the roadway.  

g. All original lamps and lig hting equipment provided on the motor vehicle by the manufacturer shall be 

maintained in working condition or shall be replaced with equivalent equipment.  
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TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT[761]   

VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 400: VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND CERTIFICATE OF TITLE  

 

761 IAC 400.21(321)  ( 2016 )  

 

761 -400.21(321) Registration of vehicles on a restricted basis.  

 

   The department ma y register a vehicle which does not meet the equipment requirements of Iowa Code 

chapter 321, due to the particular use for which it is designed or intended. Registration may be 

accomplished upon payment of the appropriate fees and after inspection and cer tification by the 

department that the vehicle is not in an unsafe condition.  

400.21(1) Operation of the vehicle may be restricted to a roadway to which a specific lawful speed limit 

applies, as specified in  Iowa Code section 321.285 , if the maximum speed of the vehicle is such that the 

operation of the vehicle would impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic.  

400.21(2) The department may also restrict the operation of the vehicle to daylight hours if operation of 

the vehicle during hours other than daylight would create a hazard.  

400.21(3) A c ertificate of restriction shall be issued in conjunction with registration of the vehicle, listing 

the restrictions that apply to the operation of the vehicle.  

a. Registration laws applicable to motor vehicles in general shall also apply to vehicles regist ered under a 

restricted registration.  

b. The department may approve exceptions to those equipment requirements of Iowa Code chapter 321 

which cannot be met due to the particular use for which the vehicle is designed or intended.  

400.21(4) The department sh all not register an all - terrain vehicle. The department shall not register a 

vehicle built on or after January 1, 1968, unless it was manufactured primarily for use on public streets, 

roads and highways except a vehicle operated exclusively by a person wit h a disability, which may be 

registered if the department, in its discretion, determines that the vehicle is not in an unsafe condition. 

This subrule does not apply to a specially constructed, reconstructed,  street  rod  or replica motor vehicle 

as defined i n Iowa Code section 321.1 . 
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From Iowa  Code Statutes :  

 

 

TITLE VIII.   TRANSPORTATION   

SUBTITLE 2.   VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 321.   MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD   

LIGHTING EQUIPMENT  

  

Iowa Code § 321.417  ( 2016 )  

 

321.417   Single -beam road - lighting equipment.  

 

   Headlamps arranged to provide a s ingle distribution of light not supplemented by auxiliary driving lamps 

shall be permitted on motor  vehicles  manufactured  and sold  prior  to July 1, 1938, in lieu of multiple -

beam road - lighting equipment herein specified if the single distribution of light complies with the following 

requirements and limitations:  

The headlamps shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is not loaded none of the high - intensity portion of 

the light shall at a distance of twenty - five feet ahead project higher than a level of five inches below the 

level of the center of the lamp from which it comes, and in no case higher than forty - two inches above the 

level on which the vehicle stands at a distance of seventy - five feet ahead.  

The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least two hundred feet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TITLE VIII.   TRANSPORTATION   

SUBTITLE 2.   VEHICLES   

CHAPTER 321.   MOTOR VEHICLES AND LAW OF THE ROAD   

MISCELLANEOUS EQUIPMENT  

 

Iowa Code § 321.446  ( 2016 )  

 

321.446   Child restraint devices.  

 

   1.  a.   A child under one year of age and weighing less than twenty pounds who is being transported in a 

motor vehicle subject to registration, except a school bus or motorcycle, shall be secured during transit in 

a rear - facing c hild restraint system that is used in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions.  

b.   A child under six years of age who does not meet the description in paragraph  "a"  and who is being 

transported in a motor vehicle subject to registration, except a s chool bus or motorcycle, shall be secured 

during transit by a child restraint system that is used in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions.  

2.   A child at least six years of age but under eleven years of age who is being transported in a motor 

vehicle subject to registration, except a school bus or motorcycle, shall be secured during transit by a 

child restraint system that is used in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions or by a safety belt or 

safety harness of a type approved under sec tion 321.445.  

3.   This section does not apply to peace officers acting on official duty. This section also does not apply to 

the transportation of children in 1965 model year or  older vehicles,  authorized emergency vehicles, 

buses, or motor homes, except w hen a child is transported in a motor home's passenger seat situated 

directly to the driver's right. This section does not apply to the transportation of a child who has been 

certified by a physician licensed under chapter 148 as having a medical, physical , or mental condition that 

prevents or makes inadvisable securing the child in a child restraint system, safety belt, or safety harness.  

4.   An operator who violates subsection 1 or 2 is guilty of a simple misdemeanor and subject to the 

penalty provisions of section 805.8A, subsection 14, paragraph  "c" . However, if a child is being 

transported in a taxicab in a manner that is not in compliance with subsection 1 or 2, the parent, legal 

guardian, or other responsible adult traveling with the child shall be se rved with a citation for a violation of 

this section in lieu of the taxicab operator.  

5.   A person who is first charged for a violation of subsection 1 and who has not purchased or otherwise 

acquired a child restraint system shall not be convicted if the p erson produces in court, within a 

reasonable time, proof that the person has purchased or otherwise acquired a child restraint system which 

meets federal motor vehicle safety standards.  

6.   Failure to use a child restraint system, safety belts, or safety h arnesses as required by this section 

does not constitute negligence nor is the failure admissible as evidence in a civil action.  

7.   For purposes of this section,  "child restraint system"  means a specially designed seating system, 

including a belt -position ing seat or a booster seat, that meets federal motor vehicle safety standards set 

forth in  49 C.F.R. § 571.213 . 
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Emissions  Exemptions  

 

Iowa  does not operate a vehicle emissions testing program.  

 


