
COLORADO 

Definitions 

Collector’s item. A motor vehicle, including a truck or truck tractor, that is of: 

(a) Model year 1975 or earlier; 

(b) Model year 1976 or later that was registered as a collector's item prior to September 1, 

2009; except that a vehicle so registered is not eligible for registration as a collector's item upon 

sale or transfer to a new owner; or 

(c) A model year at least thirty-two years old unless the vehicle was registered before 

September 1, 2009 and meets the requirements of paragraph (b) of this subsection (2). If the 

vehicle is being registered under this paragraph (c) and in the program area, as defined in 

section 42-4-304: 

(I) The vehicle must have passed an emissions test meeting the standards of part 3 of 

article 4 of this title within the last twelve months before being initially registered by the 

owner as a collector's item; and 

(II) The owner must sign an affidavit that the vehicle will not be driven on roadways for 

more than four thousand five hundred miles per year. 

Homemade vehicle. A vehicle which is constructed by a manufacturer not licensed by the state 

of Colorado and which is not recognizable as a commercially manufactured vehicle. 

Horseless carriage. A motor vehicle that is valued principally because of the vehicle’s design or 

historical interest, was manufactured at least fifty years before the current date of registration, 

or valued as collector’s items.  

Kit vehicle. A passenger-type motor vehicle assembled, by other than a licensed manufacturer, 

from a manufactured kit that includes a prefabricated body and chassis and is accompanied by 

a manufacturer's statement of origin. 

Reconstructed vehicle. A vehicle constructed from two or more commercially manufactured 

vehicles of the same type and year which has not been altered and which is recognizable as a 

commercially manufactured vehicle of a given year 

Rebuilt vehicle. A vehicle which has been assembled from parts of two or more commercially 

manufactured vehicles or which has been altered in such a manner that it is not readily 

recognizable as a commercially manufactured vehicle of a given year. “Rebuilt vehicle” includes 

a street rod vehicle. 

Specially constructed vehicle. Any vehicle which has not been originally constructed under a 

distinctive name, make, model, or type by a generally recognized manufacturer of vehicles. 



Street rod vehicle. A vehicle with a body design manufactured in 1948 or earlier or with a 

reproduction component that resembles a 1948 or earlier model which has been modified for 

safe road use, including, but not limited to, modifications of the drive train, suspension, and 

brake systems, modifications to the body through the use of materials such as steel or fiber 

glass, and other safety or comfort features. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Colorado Laws 

From Colorado Statutes:  

§ 42-12-102. Rebuilder's certificate of title 

(1)(a) If the applicant for a certificate of title to a motor vehicle is unable to provide the director 

or the authorized agent with a certificate of title duly transferred to the applicant or other 

evidence of ownership that satisfies the director that the applicant owns the vehicle, the 

director may issue a rebuilder's title for a motor vehicle valued principally because of the 

vehicle's early date of manufacture, design, or historical interest or valued as a collector's item 

if: 

(I) The motor vehicle is not roadworthy; 

(II) The motor vehicle is at least twenty-five years old; 

(III) The components of the motor vehicle include at least a rolling chassis; 

(IV) The application contains or is accompanied by a statement that complies with 

paragraph (b) of this subsection (1); 

(V) The applicant obtains a certified vehicle identification number inspection; and 

(VI) The applicant provides surety that complies with subsection (3) of this section. 

(b) The statement required by subparagraph (IV) of paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) must 

contain an account of the facts by which the applicant acquired ownership of the vehicle, the 

source of the title to the vehicle, and such other information as the director may require. The 

statement must contain a written declaration that it is made under the penalties of perjury in 

the second degree, as defined in section 18-8-503, C.R.S. 

(2) If a motor vehicle titled under this section is later made roadworthy, the department shall 

issue to an applicant a standard certificate of title if the applicant: 

(a) Obtains a certified vehicle identification number inspection; and 

(b) Furnishes a bond under subsection (3) of this section. 

(3)(a) To convert a rebuilder's title to a standard certificate of title, the applicant shall furnish 

evidence of a savings account, deposit, or certificate of deposit meeting the requirements of 

section 11-35-101, C.R.S., or a good and sufficient bond with a corporate surety. The account, 

deposit, certificate, or bond must be in an amount fixed by the director, but not less than twice 

the reasonable value of the vehicle, determined as of the time of application. The applicant and 

the applicant's surety shall hold harmless any person who suffers loss or damage by reason of 

the filing of a certificate of title under this section. 



(b) If a person suffers loss or damage by reason of the filing of a certificate of title under this 

section, the person has a right of action against the applicant and the surety on the applicant's 

bond, against either of whom the person damaged may proceed independently of the other. 

(4)(a) A person shall not drive a motor vehicle titled under this section on the highways until it 

complies with subsection (5) of this section. 

(b) The department or its authorized agent shall not classify a vehicle issued a title under this 

section as a salvage vehicle. 

(5)(a) If the motor vehicle's frame and body identification numbers do not match the 

manufacturer's numbering system as being originally mated or if the motor vehicle is 

reconstructed from salvage parts or other motor vehicles or reproduction parts, an application 

for title using subsection (1) or (2) of this section must include evidence of ownership of the 

parts, other motor vehicles, or reproduction components used in the reconstruction. If the 

evidence is not acceptable to the director, the director shall reject the application for certificate 

of title. 

(b) The evidence required by paragraph (a) of this subsection (5) must include or be 

accompanied by an affidavit stating the facts concerning the reconstruction and an affidavit of 

physical inspection that includes a computer check of the state and national compilations of 

wanted and stolen vehicles. 

(c) Before issuing a certificate of title under paragraph (a) of this subsection (5), the department 

shall issue a special vehicle identification number to the vehicle. 

§ 42-12-201. Inspections--street-rod vehicles 

When an inspector performs a vehicle identification number inspection on a street-rod vehicle, 

the inspector shall accept the serial number of such street-rod vehicle as the vehicle's 

identification number or, if the street-rod vehicle has frame and body identification numbers 

that do not match or is reconstructed from salvage parts, other vehicles, or reproduction parts, 

the inspector shall accept the special vehicle identification number assigned to such vehicle by 

the department by section 42-12-202 as the vehicle identification number. 

§ 42-12-202. Assignment of a special vehicle identification number by the department 

The department may assign a special vehicle identification number to any street-rod vehicle 

whenever required by section 42-12-203 and to any vehicle or commercial vehicle whenever no 

vehicle identification number is found on the vehicle or whenever a vehicle identification 

number has been removed, changed, altered, or obliterated. The special number must be 

affixed to the vehicle or commercial vehicle in the manner and position determined by the 

department. The special number is the vehicle identification number required to be recorded 

by an inspector on the inspection form that is transmitted to the department, which shall 

register and title the motor vehicle using the special vehicle identification number. 



§ 42-12-203. Identification number--title--street-rod vehicles 

 (1) When a person applies for a certificate of title for a street-rod vehicle, the department shall 

accept the serial number of the street-rod vehicle as its vehicle identification number or the 

special vehicle identification number assigned to such vehicle by the department under section 

42-12-202. 

(2) A person who applies for a certificate of title for a street-rod vehicle having frame and body 

identification numbers that do not match the manufacturer's numbering system as being 

originally mated or that is reconstructed from salvage parts or other motor vehicles or 

reproduction parts shall furnish evidence of ownership, acceptable to the director, of such 

salvage parts, other motor vehicles, or reproduction components used in the reconstruction of 

such vehicle. In addition, the applicant shall furnish an affidavit stating the facts concerning the 

reconstruction and an affidavit of physical inspection that includes a computer check of the 

state and national compilations of wanted and stolen vehicles. The department may issue a 

special vehicle identification number and title the street-rod vehicle as a rebuilt vehicle. The 

model year and the year of manufacture that are listed on the certificate of title of a street-rod 

vehicle are the model year and the year of manufacture that the body of such vehicle 

resembles. 

§ 42-5-202. Vehicle identification number inspection 

 (1) No bonded title vehicle, homemade vehicle, rebuilt vehicle, reconstructed vehicle, or 

vehicle assembled from a kit shall be sold in the state of Colorado or issued a Colorado 

certificate of title unless the seller or owner of such vehicle has had its vehicle identification 

number inspected and recorded by an inspector on the inspection form approved by the 

department of revenue. 

(2) No bonded title commercial vehicle, homemade commercial vehicle, rebuilt commercial 

vehicle, reconstructed commercial vehicle, or commercial vehicle assembled from a kit shall be 

issued a Colorado certificate of title unless an inspector inspects the vehicle identification 

number and records the number on the inspection form approved by the department of 

revenue. 

(2.5) The department is authorized to perform a vehicle identification number inspection on 

any motor vehicle subject to this article that the department determines is necessary or 

convenient in carrying out its duties pursuant to this article and to charge and receive an 

inspection fee pursuant to section 42-5-204 for such inspection. 

(3) The inspections required by this section include a physical inspection of the vehicle or 

commercial vehicle and a computer check of the state and national compilations of wanted and 

stolen vehicles or commercial vehicles. If the inspector determines that the vehicle 

identification number has not been removed, changed, altered, or obliterated and that it is not 

the identification number of a wanted or stolen vehicle or commercial vehicle, the inspection 



form shall be transmitted to the executive director of the department of revenue, who shall 

then act upon the application for a Colorado certificate of title for such vehicle or commercial 

vehicle. 

(4) If the inspector determines that the vehicle identification number has been removed, 

changed, altered, or obliterated or if the inspector has good and sufficient reason to believe 

that the vehicle or commercial vehicle is wanted or was stolen in the state of Colorado or 

another state, the inspector shall proceed according to the provisions of part 1 of this article. 

§ 42-6-115. Furnishing bond for certificates 

(1)(a) If the applicant for a certificate of title to a motor or off-highway vehicle is unable to 

provide the director or the authorized agent with a certificate of title duly transferred to the 

applicant or other evidence of ownership satisfactory to the director as specified in rules 

established under section 42-6-104, the director or the authorized agent may file a certificate of 

title for the vehicle if the applicant furnishes the director or the authorized agent with a 

statement, in a form specified by the director, that contains: 

(I) A recital of the facts and circumstances by which the applicant acquired the 

ownership and possession of the vehicle; 

(II) The source of the title to the vehicle; and 

(III) Other information as the director may require to determine: 

(A) Whether any liens are attached to the motor vehicle; 

(B) The date of the liens; 

(C) The amount secured by the vehicle; 

(D) Where the liens are of public record; and 

(E) The right of the applicant to have a certificate of title filed on behalf of the 

applicant. 

(b) The statement specified in paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) must contain or be 

accompanied by a written declaration that it is made under penalty of perjury in the second 

degree, as defined in section 18-8-503, C.R.S., and must accompany the application for the 

certificate as required in section 42-6-116. 

(c) The director or the authorized agent may maintain any evidence submitted to the director 

or the authorized agent in a paper or electronic version. 

(d) Upon receipt of an application by the owner of a motor or off-highway vehicle that is subject 

to a lien or mortgage, the authorized agent shall not issue a certificate of title unless the owner 

includes a signed original or signed duplicate of the mortgage or copy thereof, certified by the 



holder of the mortgage or the holder's agent to be a true copy of the signed original mortgage. 

Upon receiving the mortgage, the authorized agent shall comply with sections 42-6-121(2), 42-

6-122, and 42-6-123 concerning the lien or mortgage. 

(2) If the director or the authorized agent finds that the applicant is the same person to whom a 

certificate of title for the vehicle has previously been issued or filed and to whom a license was 

issued for the year during which the application for the certificate of title is made and that a 

certificate of title should be filed on behalf of the applicant, the director or authorized agent 

may file the certificate. 

(3)(a) Except as provided by paragraph (b) of this subsection (3) or section 42-12-402, the 

department or an authorized agent shall not file a certificate of title under this section until the 

applicant furnishes evidence of a savings account, deposit, or certificate of deposit meeting the 

requirements of section 11-35-101, C.R.S., or a good and sufficient bond with a corporate 

surety, to the state, in an amount fixed by the director, not less than twice the reasonable value 

of the vehicle determined as of the time of application. The applicant and the applicant's surety 

shall hold harmless any person who suffers loss or damage by reason of the filing of a certificate 

under this section. 

(b)(I) If a vehicle is twenty-five years old or older, the applicant has had a certified vehicle 

identification number inspection performed on the vehicle, and the applicant presents a bill of 

sale within twenty-four months after the sale with the title application, the applicant need not 

furnish surety under this subsection (3). To be excepted from the surety requirement, an 

applicant must submit an affidavit to the department that is sworn to under penalty of perjury 

and that states that the required documents submitted are true and correct. 

(II) An applicant need not furnish surety under this subsection (3) for an off-highway 

vehicle if the applicant submits an affidavit under penalty of perjury attesting to 

ownership of the vehicle and if the vehicle: 

(A) Was moved to Colorado from a state not issuing certificates of title for off-

highway vehicles; 

(B) Is used and held as inventory by a powersports dealer; 

(C) Was owned by an agency of the United States or another state or a political 

subdivision thereof; 

(D) Was owned by an agricultural producer and used strictly for agricultural 

purposes; 

(E) Was owned exclusively for the purpose of being operated in an organized 

competitive or noncompetitive event on publicly or privately owned or leased 

land; except that this exemption does not apply unless the agency exercising 



jurisdiction over the land specifically authorizes the organized competitive or 

noncompetitive event; or 

(F) Was used by a dealer, manufacturer, or authorized designee for an off-

highway vehicle operator education or safety program. 

(4) If any person suffers loss or damage by reason of the filing of the certificate of title as 

provided in this section, the person has a right of action against the applicant and the surety on 

the applicant's bond against either of whom the person damaged may proceed independently 

of the other. 

§ 42-3-211. Issuance of personalized plates authorized 

 (1) The department may issue personalized license plates for motor vehicles in accordance 

with this section. 

(2)(a) “Personalized license plates”, as used in this section, means license plates that have 

displayed upon them the registration number assigned to the motor vehicle for which such 

registration number was issued in a combination of letters or numbers requested by the owner 

of the vehicle, subject to the limitations of this section. 

(b) “Personalized license plates”, as used in this section, includes special license plates that bear 

the words “street rod” and that may be issued only to a street rod vehicle. 

(3)(a) Personalized license plates must be the same color and design as regular motor vehicle 

license plates, must consist of any combination of numbers or letters not exceeding seven 

positions and not less than two positions except as otherwise provided in section 24-30-2210, 

C.R.S., and must not conflict with existing passenger, commercial, trailer, motorcycle, or other 

special license plates series; except that personalized license plates bearing the words “street 

rod” shall be of a design determined by the executive director of the department, which design 

shall be different from those used by the state for regular motor vehicle license plates. 

(b) If number plates issued for vehicles include the county of vehicle registration, a vehicle 

owner shall have the option of obtaining a personalized license plate that does not include such 

county designation. 

(4) Any person who is the registered owner of a motor vehicle registered with the department 

or who applies to register a motor vehicle or renew personalized license registration of a motor 

vehicle, upon payment of the fee prescribed in subsection (6) of this section, may apply to the 

department for personalized license plates in the manner prescribed in this section. 

Personalized license plates shall be issued for the annual registration period immediately 

following the year in which the application is made. 

(5) An applicant for issuance of personalized license plates or renewal of such plates shall apply 

in such form and by such date as the department may require, indicating thereon the 

combination of letters or numbers requested as a registration number. There shall be no 



duplication of registration numbers, and the department may refuse to issue any combination 

of letters or numbers that carry connotations offensive to good taste and decency, are 

misleading, or duplicate any other license plates provided for in this article. 

(6)(a) A fee of thirty-five dollars shall be charged in addition to the registration fee normally due 

upon the vehicle for the issuance of the same number of personalized license plates for a 

vehicle as are specified in section 42-3-201 for the issuance of number plates. Upon reissuance 

of the same personalized license plates in subsequent years, the additional fee shall be twenty-

five dollars. Such fee shall be due upon the original issuance or reissuance of personalized 

license plates other than a renewal of registration under paragraph (b) of this subsection (6). 

(b) The department may provide for renewals of personalized license plates whereby such 

plates are retained by the applicant in subsequent years upon the payment, in addition to the 

normal registration fee, of an annual renewal fee of twenty-five dollars for which the 

department shall provide a distinctive tag or insignia to be affixed to such plates to signify that 

such vehicle has been properly registered for the year for which such license plate was 

renewed. 

(c) The fee for transferring previously issued personalized license plates to another vehicle shall 

be twelve dollars in addition to other applicable fees. 

(d) A person who fails to apply for the renewal or transfer of issued personalized license plates 

according to subsection (5) of this section shall lose the priority right to use the combination of 

letters or numbers displayed on the personalized license plates. 

(e) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a) to (d) of this subsection (6), in lieu of such fees, the fee for a 

license plate that contains only two alphabetic figures and up to four numeric figures shall be 

the actual cost of issuing such plate. 

(7) All applications for special registration of motor vehicles shall be made directly to the 

department, and shall be administered by the department. All fees received from special 

registrations shall be credited to the highway users tax fund created in section 43-4-201, C.R.S., 

and allocated and expended as specified in section 43-4-205(5.5)(b), C.R.S.; except that two 

dollars of each such special registration fee collected pursuant to paragraphs (a) to (d) of 

subsection (6) of this section shall be remitted to the county general fund. 

(8) The executive director of the department may prepare any special forms and issue any rules 

necessary to implement this section. 

(9)(a) A person who has been issued personalized license plates may retain the unique 

combination of letters or numbers of such plate, notwithstanding that the person no longer has 

a registered motor vehicle, if the person pays an annual fee of twenty-five dollars, which shall 

be transferred to the highway users tax fund. 



(b) This subsection (9) shall not be construed to authorize a person to reserve license plates for 

which no motor vehicle has ever been registered according to this article. This subsection (9) 

shall not be construed to require the department to send a renewal notice to the person who 

retains the unique combination of letters or numbers. 

§ 42-3-201. Number plates furnished--style--periodic reissuance--tabs—rules 

 (1)(a)(I) The department shall issue to every owner whose vehicle is registered two number 

plates; except that the department shall issue one number plate for the following: 

(A) A motorcycle; 

(B) A street rod vehicle; 

(C) A trailer or semitrailer; 

(D) A vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle; or 

(E) An item of special mobile machinery. 

(F) Repealed by Laws 2017, Ch. 72, § 3, eff. March 23, 2017. 

(II) At the discretion of the executive director of the department, the department may issue one 

number plate for any vehicle not listed in subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (a). 

(III) The department may require the return to the department of all number plates upon 

termination of the lawful use of such plates by the owner. 

(b)(I) The department may issue the number plates required in this section for one or more 

registration periods. If the number plates are issued for multi-year use, the department may 

issue a validating tab or sticker to indicate the year of registration of the vehicle. 

(II) Any validating tab or sticker that evidences the receipt of taxes under this article may be 

obtained by the department through normal purchasing procedures and may be produced and 

issued by the department through its authorized agents. Such validation tab or sticker shall be 

produced in accordance with the minimum specifications of the department, and such 

specifications shall reflect, at a minimum, the same quality control standards employed by the 

department of corrections in the production of such validation tab or sticker as those standards 

existed on January 1, 1999. 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (7) of this section, the owner shall display on every number 

plate the registration number assigned to the vehicle and owner, the year number for which it 

is issued, the month in which it expires, and any other appropriate symbol, word, or words 

designated by the department. The department may adopt rules for the issuance of permanent 

number plates that do not display the year number for which it is issued or the month in which 

it expires. Such plate and the required letters and numerals, except the year number for which 



issued, must be of sufficient size to be plainly readable from a distance of one hundred feet 

during daylight. 

(3) The department shall issue for every passenger motor vehicle, rented without a driver, the 

same type of number plates as the type of plates issued for private passenger vehicles. 

(4) The department shall issue, for every noncommercial or recreational vehicle registered as 

such pursuant to this article, numbered plates or other insignia of a color or design different 

from any other Colorado plates, to be determined by the department, in order that such 

numbered plates or other insignia may be plainly recognized at a distance of at least one 

hundred feet during daylight. 

(5)(a) A new or replacement license plate issued by the department shall, to the extent that it is 

practical, have standardized coloring and identifying characters limited to no more than a total 

of six numbers and letters; except that such character limitation does not apply to personalized 

license plates issued under section 42-3-211. 

(b) The department of revenue may require the replacement of any license plate as necessary 

to ensure that license plates are legible as required by section 42-3-202(2). 

(6)(a) The department shall promulgate rules that require the destruction, recycling, or other 

permanent disposal of license plates that are no longer used to evidence registration of a motor 

vehicle and are voluntarily given to the department, an authorized agent, or a person who 

receives license plates in the ordinary course of business. 

(b) The department, an authorized agent, or a person who receives license plates in the 

ordinary course of business shall destroy, recycle, or dispose of a license plate in accordance 

with rules promulgated by the department under this subsection (6). 

(7) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2) of this section, the department shall issue license 

plates to a Class A commercial trailer or semitrailer registered in Colorado that do not contain 

the month and year the trailer expires, and a validating sticker or tab is not issued nor required 

for the license plates. 

§ 42-12-301. Special registration of horseless carriages--rules 

 (1)(a) The department may specially register and issue a horseless carriage special license plate 

for motor vehicles valued principally because of the vehicles' early date of manufacture, design, 

or historical interest or valued as collector's items. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, “early date of manufacture” means that a motor vehicle 

was manufactured at least fifty years before the current date of registration. 

(2) The plates issued under subsection (1) of this section must be of a design, determined by 

the director, that is different from that used by the state for regular motor vehicle registration. 



(3)(a) The director shall register the vehicles and issue plates for a period not exceeding five 

years, but all the registrations and plates shall expire on the same date regardless of the date of 

issue. 

(b) Upon the expiration of the five-year period ending with the year 1959, and each five years 

thereafter, the registration plate originally issued for each vehicle must remain with the vehicle. 

The director shall issue a tab to be securely fastened to the plate showing the five years for 

which the motor vehicle is registered. 

(c) A person who has registered a vehicle under this section shall renew the registration within 

thirty days prior to its expiration date. If the application for renewal, together with the fees, is 

not received by the director prior to the expiration date, the director shall notify the registered 

owner, at the owner's last-known address, by regular mail, to reregister the vehicle or 

surrender the registration plate within ten days after the expiration date of the registration. If 

the notice is not complied with, the director shall secure the return of the plate. 

(4) The fee for issuing such registration and special registration plate or tab is five dollars for 

each five-year period or fraction thereof. In addition to the five-dollar registration fee, the 

director shall collect the one-dollar-and-fifty-cent annual specific ownership fee provided by 

law for each year of registration, which additional fee shall be collected for the number of years 

remaining at the time of registration and issuance or renewal of the registration. 

(5) A person may drive a motor vehicle with the special registration plates authorized by this 

section or section 42-12-302 on the streets and highways, but only: 

(a) To and from assemblies, conventions, or other meetings where such vehicles and their 

ownership are the primary interest; 

(b) On special occasions, for demonstrations and parades; 

(c) On occasions when the operation of the vehicle on the streets and highways will not 

constitute a traffic hazard; and 

(d) To, from, and during local, state, or national tours held primarily for the exhibition and 

enjoyment of such vehicles. 

(6) Upon the sale or transfer of a motor vehicle bearing a special registration plate, the plate 

remains with the vehicle and is transferred to the new owner. The new owner shall title such 

motor vehicle as provided by law and give notice of the transfer of ownership to the 

department. 

(7) Applications for special registration of motor vehicles are made directly to the department. 

The department shall administer all matters concerning such registration. The department shall 

transfer fees received from special registrations to the state treasurer, who shall credit the fees 

to the highway users tax fund. 



(8) The director may prepare any special forms and issue any rules necessary to implement this 

section. 

(9) When the director receives an application for a title to a vehicle under subsection (1) of this 

section, the director shall accept the original motor or serial number on the vehicle and shall 

not require or issue a special identification number for the vehicle. 

§ 42-12-401. Registration of collector's items--fees--definition 

 (1) Except for motor vehicles that are entitled to registration under section 42-12-301, owners 

of collector's items shall apply for a title, register, and pay a specific ownership tax in the same 

manner as provided in this title for other motor vehicles, with the following exceptions: 

(a) Such collector's items are registered for periods of five years. The taxes and fees 

imposed for registration of a collector's item for each five-year registration period is 

equal to five times the annual taxes and fees that would otherwise be imposed for the 

registration of the motor vehicle under this title and under title 43, C.R.S.; except that 

the amount of a surcharge imposed pursuant to section 43-4-804(1)(a) or 43-4-

805(5)(g), C.R.S., is the amount specified in the applicable section. In addition to any 

other taxes and fees, if a collector's item is registered in a county that is a member of a 

highway authority and the authority has imposed an annual motor vehicle registration 

fee pursuant to section 43-4-506 (1) (k), C.R.S., then five times such annual motor 

vehicle registration fee is imposed and remitted to the authority. 

(b) The motor vehicle's compliance with emissions standards is governed by section 42-

12-404. 

(c) The annual registration fee for a truck or truck tractor that has an empty weight of 

six thousand one pounds or more, or a declared gross vehicle weight of sixteen 

thousand one pounds or more and is a collector's item, is sixty-five dollars if such vehicle 

is used exclusively for noncommercial transportation and only used to drive: 

(I) To and from assemblies, conventions, or other meetings where such vehicles 

and their ownership are the primary interest; 

(II) For special occasions, demonstrations, and parades and on occasions when 

their operation on the streets and highways will not constitute a traffic hazard; 

or 

(III) Traveling to, from, and during local, state, or national tours held primarily for 

the exhibition and enjoyment of such vehicles by their owners. 

(d) For purposes of paragraph (c) of this subsection (1), “noncommercial transportation” 

means a truck or truck tractor used exclusively for private transportation of passengers 

or cargo for purposes unrelated in any way to a business or commercial enterprise. 



(2)(a) An owner of a collector's item that is not operated upon the highways of this state and 

that is kept on private property for the purpose of maintenance, repair, restoration, rebuilding, 

or any other similar purpose shall pay an annual specific ownership tax as provided in section 

42-3-106 on any such motor vehicle owned by the owner, except owners of parts cars or 

licensed garages or licensed automobile dealers. The owner shall pay the specific ownership tax 

in the manner provided in section 42-12-301. 

(b) Upon payment of the specific ownership tax as provided in this subsection (2), the 

department shall issue to the owner of the motor vehicle for which the tax has been paid a 

license, sticker, decal, or other device evidencing such payment, as may be prescribed by the 

director. When such device or license is affixed to the motor vehicle for which it is issued, the 

owner of that motor vehicle is permitted to keep such motor vehicle on private property for the 

purposes of maintenance, repair, restoration, rebuilding, or renovation. 

(3) Notwithstanding the amount specified for any fee in subsection (1) of this section, the 

director by rule or as otherwise provided by law may reduce the amount of one or more of the 

fees if necessary pursuant to section 24-75-402(3), C.R.S., to reduce the uncommitted reserves 

of the fund to which all or any portion of one or more of the fees is credited. After the 

uncommitted reserves of the fund are sufficiently reduced, the director by rule or as otherwise 

provided by law may increase the amount of one or more of the fees as provided in section 24-

75-402(4), C.R.S. 

(4) An applicant may apply for personalized license plates issued for a motor vehicle 

registration issued pursuant to this section. If the applicant complies with section 42-3-211, the 

department may issue such plates upon payment of the additional fee required by section 42-3-

211(6) for personalized license plates. If the applicant has existing personalized license plates 

for a motor vehicle, the applicant may transfer the combination of letters or numbers to a new 

set of license plates for the vehicle upon paying the fee imposed by section 42-3-211(6)(a) and 

upon turning in such existing plates to the department as required by the department. A person 

who has obtained personalized plates under this subsection (4) shall pay the annual fee 

imposed by section 42-3-211(6)(b) to renew such plates. The fees imposed by this subsection 

(4) are in addition to all other taxes and fees imposed for collector's license plates. 

§ 42-3-306. Registration fees--passenger and passenger-mile taxes--fee schedule—repeal 

(1) This section shall apply in any fiscal year beginning on or after July 1, 2010. 

(2) Fees for the annual registration of passenger-carrying motor vehicles shall be as follows: 

(a) Motorcycles, three dollars; 

(b)(I) Passenger cars, station wagons, taxicabs, ambulances, motor homes, and hearses: 

(A) Weighing two thousand pounds or less, six dollars; 



(B) Weighing forty-five hundred pounds or less, six dollars plus twenty cents per 

one hundred pounds, or fraction thereof, of weight over two thousand pounds; 

(C) Weighing more than forty-five hundred pounds, twelve dollars and fifty cents 

plus sixty cents per one hundred pounds, or fraction thereof, of weight over 

forty-five hundred pounds; except that, for motor homes weighing more than 

sixty-five hundred pounds, such fees shall be twenty-four dollars and fifty cents 

plus thirty cents per one hundred pounds, or fraction thereof, of weight over 

sixty-five hundred pounds. 

(II) In addition to the registration fees imposed by subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (b), an 

additional registration fee shall be imposed on the motor vehicles described in the introductory 

portion to this paragraph (b), based on the age of the motor vehicle, as follows: 

(A) For motor vehicles less than seven years old, twelve dollars; 

(B) For motor vehicles seven years old but less than ten years old, ten dollars; 

(C) For motor vehicles ten years old or older, seven dollars. 

(III) The additional fees collected pursuant to subparagraph (II) of this paragraph (b) shall be 

transmitted to the state treasurer, who shall credit the same to the highway users tax fund to 

be allocated pursuant to section 43-4-205(6)(b), C.R.S. 

(IV) If a regional transportation plan is implemented within the regional transportation district, 

residents of the E-470 highway authority area shall be exempt from the first ten dollars of any 

motor vehicle registration fee increase in such plan. 

(3) Fees for the annual registration of the following vehicles shall be: 

(a) Trailer coaches, three dollars; 

(b) Trailers, utility trailers, and camper trailers having an empty weight of two thousand 

pounds or less, three dollars; 

(c) Trailers, utility trailers, and camper trailers having an empty weight exceeding two 

thousand pounds, seven dollars and fifty cents; 

(d) Semitrailers, seven dollars and fifty cents. 

 

 

 

 



Colorado Equipment Exemptions  

§ 42-3-202. Number plates furnished to be attached 

(1)(a) The owner shall attach the number plates assigned to a self-propelled vehicle, other than 

a motorcycle or street rod vehicle, to the vehicle with one in the front and the other in the rear. 

The owner shall attach the number plate assigned to a motorcycle, street rod vehicle, trailer, 

semitrailer, other vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle, or special mobile machinery to the rear of 

the vehicle. The owner shall display number plates during the current registration year, except 

as otherwise provided in this article 3. 

(b) If the department issues a validating tab or sticker to a motor vehicle pursuant to section 

42-3-201, the current month validating tab or sticker shall be displayed in the bottom left 

corner of the rear license plate. The current year validating tab or sticker shall be displayed in 

the bottom right corner of the rear license plate. The tabs or stickers shall be visible at all times. 

(2)(a)(I) The owner or driver of a motor vehicle shall securely fasten the license plate to the 

vehicle to which it is assigned so as to prevent the plate from swinging. 

(II) Except when authorized by this article 3 or rule of the department, the rear license plate 

must be: 

(A) Horizontal at a height not less than twelve inches from the ground, measuring from 

the bottom of the plate; 

(B) In a place and position to be clearly visible; 

(C) Maintained free from foreign materials and clearly legible; 

(D) At the approximate center of the vehicle measured horizontally; and 

(E) Mounted on or within eighteen inches of the rear bumper. 

(III) Except when authorized by this article 3, the front license plate must be: 

(A) Displayed horizontally on the front of a motor vehicle in the location designated by 

the motor vehicle manufacturer; 

(B) Maintained free from foreign materials; and 

(C) Clearly legible. 

(b) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle with an affixed device or a substance that causes 

all or a portion of a license plate to be unreadable by a system used to automatically identify a 

motor vehicle. Such a device includes, without limitation, a cover that distorts angular visibility; 

alters the color of the plate; or is smoked, tinted, scratched, or dirty so as to impair the legibility 

of the license plate. 



(3)(a) A person who violates any provision of this section commits a class B traffic infraction. 

(b) A person who violates paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of this section commits a class A 

traffic infraction and shall be punished by a fine of one hundred dollars. 

(4) Notwithstanding subsections (1) to (3) of this section, the owner of a military vehicle may 

elect to not display the vehicle's assigned license plate if the license plate is physically in the 

military vehicle and is available for inspection to any peace officer who requests the plate. 

§ 42-12-204. Signal lamps and devices--street-rod vehicles and custom motor vehicles--

definition 

(1) As used in this section, “blue dot tail light” means a red lamp installed in the rear of a motor 

vehicle containing a blue or purple insert that is not more than one inch in diameter. 

(2) A street-rod vehicle or custom motor vehicle may use blue dot tail lights for stop lamps, rear 

turning indicator lamps, rear hazard lamps, and rear reflectors if the lamps comply with all 

requirements of part 2 of article 4 of this title. 

§ 42-9-110. Exemption--antique motor vehicles 

This article does not apply to repairs of any motor vehicle twenty-five or more years old or of 

any motor vehicle that is a collector's item as defined in section 42-12-101. 

§ 42-12-403. Special equipment or modification 

 (1) Unless the presence of special equipment was a prior condition for sale within Colorado at 

the time an historic or special interest vehicle was manufactured for first use, the presence of 

such equipment or device is not required as a condition for current legal use. 

(2) Any safety device or safety equipment that was manufactured for and installed on a motor 

vehicle as original equipment must be in proper operating condition when the vehicle is 

operated on or for highway purposes. 

§ 42-4-238. Blue and red lights--illegal use or possession 

 (1) A person shall not be in actual physical control of a vehicle, except an authorized 

emergency vehicle as defined in section 42-1-102(6), that the person knows contains a lamp or 

device that is designed to display, or that is capable of displaying if affixed or attached to the 

vehicle, a red or blue light visible directly in front of the center of the vehicle. 

(2) It shall be an affirmative defense that the defendant was: … 

 (d) A vendor who exhibits, sells, or offers for sale a lamp or device designed to display, 

or that is capable of displaying, if affixed or attached to the vehicle, a red or blue light; 

or 



(e) A collector of fire engines, fire suppression vehicles, or ambulances and the vehicle 

to which the red or blue lamps were affixed is valued for the vehicle's historical interest 

or as a collector's item. 

(3) A violation of this section is a class 1 misdemeanor. 

§ 42-4-229. Safety glazing material in motor vehicles 

(1) No person shall sell any new motor vehicle, nor shall any new motor vehicle be registered, 

unless such vehicle is equipped with safety glazing material of a type approved by the 

department for any required front windshield and wherever glazing material is used in doors 

and windows of said motor vehicle. This section shall apply to all passenger-type motor 

vehicles, including passenger buses and school vehicles, but, in respect to camper coaches and 

trucks, including truck tractors, the requirements as to safety glazing material shall apply only 

to all glazing material used in required front windshields and that used in doors and windows in 

the drivers' compartments and such other compartments as are lawfully occupied by 

passengers in said vehicles. 

(2) The term “safety glazing materials” means such glazing materials as will reduce 

substantially, in comparison with ordinary sheet glass or plate glass, the likelihood of injury to 

persons by objects from exterior sources or by these safety glazing materials when they may be 

cracked or broken. 

(3) The department shall compile and publish a list of types of glazing material by name 

approved by it as meeting the requirements of this section, and the department shall not, after 

January 1, 1958, register any motor vehicle which is subject to the provisions of this section 

unless it is equipped with an approved type of safety glazing material, and the department shall 

suspend the registration of any motor vehicle subject to this section which is found to be not so 

equipped until it is made to conform to the requirements of this section. 

(4) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle on a highway unless the vehicle is equipped with 

a front windshield as provided in this section, except as provided in section 42-4-232(1) and 

except for motor vehicles registered as collector's items under section 42-12-301 or 42-12-

302. 

(5) Any person who violates any provision of this section commits a class B traffic infraction. 

§ 42-4-218. Single-beam road-lighting equipment 

(1) Head lamps arranged to provide a single distribution of light not supplemented by auxiliary 

driving lamps shall be permitted on motor vehicles manufactured and sold prior to July 15, 

1936, in lieu of multiple-beam road-lighting equipment specified in section 42-4-216 if the 

single distribution of light complies with the following requirements and limitations: 

(a) The head lamps shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is not loaded none of the high-

intensity portion of the light shall, at a distance of twenty-five feet ahead, project higher than a 



level of five inches below the level of the center of the lamp from which it comes and in no case 

higher than forty-two inches above the level on which the vehicle stands at a distance of 

seventy-five feet ahead. 

(b) The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least two 

hundred feet. 

(2) Any person who violates any provision of this section commits a class B traffic infraction. 

 

 



DR 2395 (04/02/15)
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
Division of Motor Vehicles
Title Section
www.colorado.gov/revenue Application For Title and/or Registration

C.R.S. 42-3-105, 42-3-304(25)(c), 42-6-107, 42-6-116, 42-6-117
Any Alteration or Erasure may Void this Document

Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)
Fuel Type*:
*If electric, is it plug-in electric?  Yes    No

Year Make Body Model Color CWT Off-Highway Vehicle
 Yes    No

Snowmobile
 Yes    No

Dealer # Date Purchased Commercial Use
 Yes    No

MSRP Size (W x L) Bus Cap.
 Adult    Juvenile

Legal Name(s) as it Appears on Identification* 
and Address of Owner(s) or Entity

*  DR 2421 Attached

Lease  
Buy-Out

 Yes   No

Legal Name(s) as it Appears on Identification 
and Physical Address of Lessee

Indicate Alternate Address Here if The Registration Renewal Should be Sent to a Different Address

First Lienholder Name and Address  or ELT E- Number Second Lienholder Name and Address**

Lien Amount Lien Amount

Indicate Alternate Address Here if The Title Should be Sent to a Different Lienholder Address Indicate Alternate Address Here if The Title Should be Sent to a Different Lienholder Address

*DR 2421 Statement of One in the Same is required when the owner’s name on the Secure and Verifiable ID differs from the owner’s name on the application/title.
**If more than two lienholders, please attach separate documentation.
Motor vehicle insurance or operator's coverage is compulsory in the State of Colorado. Proof of insurance is required prior to issuance of a registration. Non-compli-
ance with this requirement is a misdemeanor traffic offense.  Pursuant to 42-4-1409, C.R.S., the penalties for failure to have motor vehicle insurance coverage is a 
Class 1 Misdemeanor Traffic Offense punishable by a mandatory minimum ten days imprisonment, or three hundred dollar fine, or both or a mandatory maximum 
one year imprisonment, or one thousand dollar fine, or both shall be imposed by section 42-4-1701(3)(a)(II)(A), C.R.S.; and

a. A minimum mandatory fine of not less than five hundred dollars or greater if imposed by the court; and
b. At the discretion of the court, not less than forty hours of community service, subject to the provisions of section 18-1.3-507, C.R.S.
c. A second or subsequent conviction within a period of five years following a prior conviction, a minimum mandatory fine of not less than one thousand dollars. 

After obtaining a registration, you will be required to sign an affirmation clause indicating compliance with insurance requirements. 

Unless a person waives his or her confidentiality, the information contained in the person’s motor vehicle record shall not be used for any purpose other than a
purpose authorized by law, pursuant to C.R.S. 42-2-121 (4)(a).

I certify, under penalty of perjury in the second degree, that the above information is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.
Owner or Agent Signature Date

Printed name of Owner/Agent as it appears on Identification:

Secure and Verifiable ID of Owner/Agent:
  Colorado DL   Colorado ID   Other: 

ID# Expires DOB

The undersigned witness affirms that the named owner of the vehicle identified in this document presented the identification described above.
Witness Signature Date

County Use Only (Dealers/Lienholders: Do Not Write Below this Line)
Previous Title Number Title Number

Date Accepted Purchase Price Odometer Reading & Indicator GVWR Fleet # Unit #

First Lienholder # Second Lienholder #
Lien File No. Lien Amount Maturity Date Date of Lien Lien File No. Lien Amount Maturity Date Date of Lien

Taxes Paid: Filing Fees:

Additional Comments:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ Clerks Initials __________________________



DR 2395 (12/06/13) 
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
Division of Motor Vehicles 
Title Section 
www.colorado.gov/revenue State Of Colorado

Joint Tenancy with Rights of Survivorship 
 Acknowledgement of Intent

C.R.S. 38-11-101
Any Alteration or Erasure may Void this Document

To create joint tenancy with rights of survivorship, there must be specific language declaring such intent, signed under 
penalty of perjury in the second degree by all owners. This form is only applicable to multiple owners.
Joint Tenancy with rights of Survivorship is defined as: A form of legal co-ownership of property (also known as 
survivorship). At the death of one co-owner, the surviving co-owner becomes sole owner of the property. Transfer of 
ownership requires copy of death certificate and signature of survivor.
Tenancy in Common is defined as: The equal or unequal holding of property by two or more persons. At the death of one 
co-owner, the deceased share of the property goes to his/her estate and is to be divided according to his/her will or the law 
in the absence of a will. Transfer of ownership requires documents appointing a personal representative for the decedent.
Vehicle Identification Number Year Make. Model

If any owner chooses Tenancy in Common or if neither box is checked; the Colorado 
Certificate of Title will be issued as Tenancy in Common.

O
w

ne
r O

ne

I _________________________________ (print name) request the Colorado Certificate of Title for the Vehicle 
described above be issued in:

 Joint Tenancy With Rights of Survivorship  Tenancy in Common

Per C.R.S. 42-6-116; I certify under penalty of perjury in the second degree that the above information is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge.

Owners Signature Date

O
w

ne
r T

w
o

I _________________________________ (print name) request the Colorado Certificate of Title for the Vehicle 
described above be issued in:

 Joint Tenancy With Rights of Survivorship  Tenancy in Common

Per C.R.S. 42-6-116; I certify under penalty of perjury in the second degree that the above information is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge.
Owners Signature Date

O
w

ne
r T

hr
ee

I _________________________________ (print name) request the Colorado Certificate of Title for the Vehicle 
described above be issued in:

 Joint Tenancy With Rights of Survivorship  Tenancy in Common

Per C.R.S. 42-6-116; I certify under penalty of perjury in the second degree that the above information is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge.
Owners Signature Date

O
w

ne
r F

ou
r

I _________________________________ (print name) request the Colorado Certificate of Title for the Vehicle 
described above be issued in:

 Joint Tenancy With Rights of Survivorship  Tenancy in Common

Per C.R.S. 42-6-116; I certify under penalty of perjury in the second degree that the above information is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge.
Owners Signature Date



DR 2818 (09/13/10) 
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
REGISTRATION SECTION 
www.colorado.gov/revenue

YEAR OF MANUFACTURE  
LICENSE PLATE AUTHORIZATION 

C.R.S 42-3-219(1)(b) and Code of Colorado Regulation 1 CCR 204-10 Rule 38. Year of Manufacture

The original plate shall meet the following criteria in order to qualify for use as a Year of Manufacture license plate:

•	 Motor vehicle for which the plates are to be displayed on shall be valued principally because of the vehicle’s 
early date of manufacture, design, historical interest or valued as a collector item. 

•	 The	plates	were	made	at	least	thirty	years	prior	to	registration.
•	 The	plates	are	embossed	with	the	year	of	original	issue.
•	 The	plates	are	legible.
•	 The	plates	were	issued	contemporaneously	with	the	year	of	manufacture	of	the	vehicle	upon	which	they	are	displayed.
•	 The	plates	do	not	exceed	seven	characters.

Year Embossed on Plate Plate Number

The	Year	of	Manufacture	license	plate	shall	be	used	exclusively for:

•	 Driving	the	vehicle	to	and	from	assemblies,	conventions,	other	meetings,	or	occasions	where	such	vehicles	and	
their ownership are the primary interest.

•	 Demonstrations,	parades,	and	when	their	operation	on	the	street	and	highway	will	not	constitute	a	traffic	hazard.
•	 Traveling	to	and	from	and	while	on	local,	state,	or	national	tours	held	primarily	for	exhibition	and	enjoyment	of	

such vehicles.
•	 The	vehicle	for	which	it	was	authorized	(authorization	must	be	kept	in	the	vehicle	at	all	times).

Submit this application and a copy of your current registration and proof of insurance to one of the following: 

Mailing Address:
Colorado Department of Revenue

Motor Vehicle Registration
Denver, CO 80261-0016

Physical Address:
Colorado Department of Revenue

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Registration Section

1881 Pierce St.
Lakewood,	CO	80214

Vehicle	must	be	currently	registered	prior	to	authorization	of	Year	of	Manufacture	license	plates.

Name of Applicant(s) Daytime Phone Number

Address City State ZIP

Mailing Address (if different)

I	certify,	under	penalty	of	perjury	in	the	second	degree,	that	the	above	statements	are	true	and	accurate	to	the	best	of	my	knowledge.	
Signature of Owner (Required) Date of Application

Printed	Name	as	it	Appears	on	Identification	of	Applicant

Secure	and	Verifiable	Identification	of	Applicant 

 Colorado DL    Colorado ID    Other_______________________

ID# Expires DOB

The	undersigned	witness	affirms	that	the	identification	described	above	was	presented	to	me.
Witness Signature Witness Printed Name Date

_____________________________________ DEPARTMENT USE ONLY! ____________________________________
Authorized	By Date

NOTE: The Department will not manufacture plates for this process. The owner is responsible for providing the original plate



DR 2905 (11/21/14)
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
Division of Motor Vehicles
Registration Section
www.colorado.gov/revenue Horseless Carriage Plate Application

C.R.S 42-12-301 and Code of Colorado Regulation 1 CCR 204-10 Rule 17. Horseless Carriage
The below vehicle meets the following requirements:

•	 Was	manufactured	at	least	fifty	(50)	years	before	the	present	year.
•	 Valued	principally	because	of	 the	vehicle’s	early	date	of	manufacture,	design,	historical	 interest	or	value	as	a	
collector	item.

By	registering	the	below	vehicle	with	horseless	carriage	plates	the	use	of	such	vehicle	is	restricted	to	the	following:
•	 Driving	the	vehicle	to	and	from	assemblies,	conventions,	other	meetings,	or	occasions	where	such	vehicles	and	their	
ownership	are	the	primary	interest.

•	 Demonstrations,	parades,	and	when	their	operation	on	the	street	and	highway	will	not	constitute	a	traffic	hazard.
•	 Traveling	to	and	from	and	while	on	local,	state,	or	national	tours	held	primarily	for	exhibition	and	enjoyment.
•	The	vehicle	will	not	be	driven	on	roadways	for	more	than	four	thousand	five	hundred	miles	per	year.

Submit	this	application	and	a	copy	of	your	current	Colorado	title	or	registration	and	proof	of	insurance	for	the	vehicle	listed	
below to one of the following:

Mailing Address:
Colorado	Department	of	Revenue

Division of Motor Vehicles
PO	Box	173350

Denver,	CO	80217-3350

Physical Address:
Colorado	Department	of	Revenue

Division of Motor Vehicles
Registration Section
1881	Pierce	St.

Lakewood,	CO	80214
Horseless Carriage License Plate remains with the vehicle and is transferred to the new owner.

Name	of	Applicant(s) Daytime	Phone	Number

Address City State ZIP

Mailing Address (if different) City State ZIP

Year Make Model	or	Body	Style Color

Plate	Type	Requested
	Passenger	(may	be	registered	to	a	Passenger	Car	or	a	Light	Truck)
	Motorcycle

Check	if	plate	is	being	transferred	to	new	vehicle	owner.			   Plate Number ________________________________

Name	as	it	Appears	on	Identification

Identification	of	Applicant:
	Colorado	DL	 	Colorado	ID	  Other ______________________________________________________

ID # Expires DOB

The	undersigned	witness	affirms	that	the	identification	described	above	was	presented	to	me.
Witness Printed Name Witness Signature Date 

I	certify,	under	penalty	of	perjury,	that	the	above	statements	are	true	and	accurate	to	the	best	of	my	knowledge.
Signature	of	Applicant Date

NO REFUNDS WILL BE GRANTED If	submitting	application	between	the	dates	below	 
payment	shall	be	as	listed:
	 01/01/2015	-		 12/31/2015	=		 $15.49
	 	01/01/2016	-		 12/31/2016	=		 $13.99
	 01/01/2017	-		 12/31/2017	=		 $12.49
	 01/01/2018	-		 12/31/2018	=		 $10.99
	 01/01/2019	-		 12/31/2019	=		 $	9.49

Liability	Code		5750

Make check payable to:	Colorado	Department	of	Revenue
The	State	may	convert	your	check	to	a	one	time	electronic	banking	transaction.	Your	bank	account	may	be	debited	as	early	as	
the	same	day	received	by	the	State.	If	converted,	your	check	will	not	be	returned.	If	your	check	is	rejected	due	to	insufficient	or	
uncollected	funds,	the	Department	of	Revenue	may	collect	the	payment	amount	directly	from	your	bank	account	electronically.



DR 2187 (10/20/11)
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES
TITLE SECTION
www.colorado.gov/revenue

STATE OF COLORADO
REBUILDER'S TITLE 

CHECKLIST
C.R.S. 42-5-206, 42-6-102(15), 42-12-101, 102, 103, 42-12-202

A Rebuilder’s certificate of title will be issued to a motor vehicle valued principally because of the vehicle’s early date of 
manufacture, design, historical interest, or value as a collector’s item. Vehicle must be physically located in Colorado 
and not in roadworthy condition to complete this process.

STEP WHAT YOU NEED TO DO FORMS/FEES

1

Have the motor vehicle inspected and a Certified VIN Inspection form (DR 2704)  
completed by a P.O.S.T. certified inspector. Your local county motor vehicle office can 
refer you to a P.O.S.T. certified inspector in your area.

• Inspection over one (1) year old
• The motor vehicle model year must be 1975 or earlier

DR 2704

Inspection Fee – $20.00

2

Provide a  Statement of Fact (DR 2444) or a written statement, made under penalty of 
perjury in the second degree, providing the following information:

• Why there is no title for the vehicle
• Reason bonding for ownership is required
• Describe the vehicle by year, make and VIN
• From whom and when it was purchased, and the amount paid
• That there are no liens against the vehicle
• That the vehicle is not roadworthy

DR 2444

Any other documents proving 
purchase or ownership

3

A Colorado assigned VIN is required when there are multiple VINs or no VIN exists.

If an assigned VIN is required, submit to your local county motor vehicle office:
• Application for Colorado Assigned Vehicle Identification Number, (DR 2408)
• Colorado Certified VIN Inspection (DR 2704)
• Statement of Fact (DR 2444

All approved assigned VIN applications will be forwarded to the Colorado State Patrol 
who will contact you for an appointment to physically affix the VIN plate to your vehicle.  
All supporting documents will be returned to you at that time.

Upon having all supporting documents returned to you by the Colorado State Patrol, 
complete Steps 4, 5, and 6.

DR 2408

DR 2444

DR 2704

Fee - $3.50 for Assigned VIN

4

For the purpose of purchasing a surety bond or evidence of a savings account, deposit, 
or certificate of deposit meeting the requirements of section 11-35-101, C.R.S. (see step 
5), establish the reasonable value of the vehicle determined by one of the following:

• Price guide books
•  Computerized valuation services
•  Licensed Colorado automotive dealer
• Certified appraisal

The Vehicle appraisal must identify the vehicle by VIN, year and make.

Vehicle appraisal  
identifying the vehicle, by 
VIN, year and make

5
Furnish evidence of a savings account, deposit, or certificate of deposit meeting 
the requirements of section 11-35-101, C.R.S., or a good and sufficient bond with a 
corporate surety not less than twice the reasonable value of the vehicle. The savings 
account, deposit, certificate of deposit, or surety bond must indicate the year, make 
and VIN of the vehicle.

Account Deposit Certificate 
or signed Bond.  Indicate 
year, make and VIN of 
vehicle

6

Apply for a “Rebuilder’s Title” at the county motor vehicle office in the county in 
which you live. Secure and Verifiable Identification is required to obtain a title and/or 
registration in the state of Colorado. Please see DR 2841 for acceptable identification 
documents. Vehicles issued a rebuilder’s title shall not be registered and/or driven.

Title Fee – $7.20
pursuant to C.R.S. 42-6-137 
(1)(a)




